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Serving Downtown Flint since 1947 

Luncheon Monday-Friday 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

All Occasion Catering 
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Healthy Home 
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810-235-1968 
Flint Farmers’ Market

 

VERN’S  
COLLISION INC. 

 

Free Loaners 
 • Unibody • Frame  
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at the same  
location. 

(810) 232-6751 

2409 Davison Rd.

~wine~ 
craft beer 
& more... 
at the Flint 

Farmers’ Market

Located inside the Flint Farmers’ Market

Ryan Eashoo

Flint’s Resident 
Realtor — The Name 

Trusted in More 
Neighborhoods

(810) 234-1234 

FREE Home 
Warranty

Support community journalism!  Donations to East Village Magazine are tax deductible. 
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The campaign signs are popping up. 
The campaign flyers are in the mail.  TV 
and social media ads are sure to be seen 
soon. The Flint mayoral campaign is 
under way.  

In less than a month Flint voters will 
elect their next mayor — the first gener-
al election under the new charter.  But 
the big questions is — How much do 
Flint voters care?  In the August primary 
only 12 percent of the voters turned out 
to give Mayor Karen Weaver and Rep. 
Sheldon Neeley the right to move on to 
the Nov. 5 election. [Interviews with 
both candidates begin on p. 6-7] 

How many more voters will show up 
next month? Genesee County Clerk 
John Gleason, a close observer of local 
elections, suggests that turnout might be 
as low as 20 percent for the general elec-
tion — perhaps 15,000 to 17,000 votes 
total.  That’s a typical turnout for a pri-
mary, but a dismal showing for a gener-
al election. 

Though Flint has had a history of low 
turnout elections in recent years, this one is 
different in several ways.  Because it’s the 
first one under the new charter, the mayor 
will serve only three years, until 2022, 
rather than the usual four-year term.  After 
2022, the mayor will be elected every four 
years, in the same year as the governor. 
The hope is that turnout will improve by 
holding the mayor’s contest at the same 
time as the election for governor and state 
lawmakers.  

But this election is different in one other 
way as well.  It’s the first time that two 
African American candidates have faced 
off for Flint’s top job. Over the last 40 years 
it has been common to have one white can-
didate and one African American candidate 
running for mayor.   And voters often divid-
ed along racial lines.  However, having two 
African American candidates hasn’t 
stopped race from being a factor in this 

campaign and it hasn’t prevented negative 
campaigning.  

The primary election was close. 
Weaver won 42 percent of the vote. 
Neeley got 39 percent.  Pfeiffer won 13 
percent and Eason got five percent. 
Where will those who voted for Greg 
Eason and Don Pfeiffer go? 

With less than a month to go, the out-
come of the election is up in the air, and 
good case can be made for either a 
Weaver or Neeley victory.  
 

Why Weaver could win 
On Mayor Karen Weaver’s side there 

are a number of good reasons why she 
could win another term.  

As the incumbent, she has built up 
strong name recognition and community 
visibility. 

During her first term, the state 
takeover of Flint ended. 

She has raised substantial campaign 
funds — over a quarter of a million dol-
lars early in the year.  

She has brought national attention to the 
Flint water crisis with numerous celebrity 
visits, and national media stories.  Offers of 
financial help often followed. 

While there has been controversy 
over the pipe replacement in Flint, the 
process is moving along, and by one 
estimate, may be done by the end of the 
year. 

Her supporters include some of the 
major players in Flint politics, who 
know the system well. 

She has proven herself to be a com-
petitive campaigner — winning her first 
election over Dayne Walling in 2015, 
and then turning back a recall attempt in 
2017, with a majority of the vote.  
 

Why Neeley could win 
On the other side, Rep. Sheldon 

Commentary 
Election 2019:  Weaver, Neeley, and the 

public library.  How it’s different. 
Why it’s important.  

By Paul Rozycki

©        2019 East Village Magazine

(Continued on Page 14.)
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What had been a steady stream of edu-
cators departing Flint Community 
Schools (FCS) in the first seven months 
of 2019, became a torrent in August and 
September.  According to FCS records 
posted at its website, the district lost 60 
educators with 833 years of experience 
from January to September.   

FCS “Personnel Recommendations” 
revealed the following number of educa-
tor resignations and retirements and col-
lective years of experience: 

FCS superintendent implicates pay  
Derrick Lopez, FCS Superintendent, 

read from a long statement at the Sept. 18 

board meeting, which, in part, assessed 
the reason for the extraordinary number 
of departures to be low pay: 

“For too long the teacher shortage across 
the state of Michigan was exacerbated in 
Flint because we did not have a collective 
bargaining agreement in place and we had 
the lowest starting rate in Genesee County 
… In partnership with the United Teachers 
of Flint and the Michigan Education 
Association we have completely rewritten 
the collective bargaining agreement to cre-
ate real incentives for teachers to work in 
the Flint Community Schools.”  

Lopez said Southwestern Academy 
and Flint Junior High were hardest hit. 

Casey Lester, the Flint board’s secre-
tary/treasurer, asked Lopez about exit inter-
views with departed employees.  Lopez 
indicated that Cassandra Washington, 
executive director of human resources, had 
already begun to collect data from those 
who’d left the district.   

“I would love to look at some of 

that,” said Lester.  “Statistically … pay 
is typically not one of the top three rea-
sons people leave a job … I’d be very 
curious to see what our top three reasons 
for people leaving the district are versus 
what we believe they are.”   

New contract ends five-year pay 
freeze: 

In August, Flint’s 250 teachers ratified, 
by a 96 percent majority, a new contract 
that raised pay.  The new pact ended a five-
year pay freeze for Flint teachers.   

“We eliminated the two lowest pay 
steps of the former contract, raised the 
starting salary for entry level employees 
by roughly $3,000 per year,” said Lopez 
in his prepared statement, “and included 
an on-average two percent raise for 
every teacher in the district.” 

The agreement also extends longevity 
benefits to begin at five years for those 
who remain in FCS service as follows: 
$500/year starting at the end of the fifth 
year; $750/year starting at the end of the 

Education Beat 
Stream of departed educators becomes a torrent; 
FCS loses 60 educators, 833 years of experience in 2019  

By Harold C. Ford

Photo of the Month: Pumpkins

Photograph by
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City Council considers protests, pipelines, pot  
By Luther Houle

Well past sunset, the second monthly 
City Council meeting for September 
came to order at 8:15 p.m.  Monday, 
Sept. 23 after a three-hour Special 
Affairs Committee meeting.  

The Special Affairs Committee 
meeting is where the City Council 
decides which issues will be addressed 
during the subsequent council meet-
ing. With tensions high and a thicker-
than-average agenda to sort through, 
council members were challenged to 
call their meeting to order nearly three 
hours after its scheduled commence-
ment time. 

Highlights from Monday’s City 
Council meeting include continued 
backlash to the proposed affordable 
income housing to be built in Carriage 
Town, a $7 million increase to service 
line replacement funds, a $75,000 trans-
fer from the city’s general fund to pay 
for doubled janitorial prices, an increase 
to the Flint Lead Exposure Registry 
Grant, and the first reading of an opt-out 
article to prohibit the sale of medical 
marijuana. 
 

Carriage Town plan protested, 
developer defended 

As introduced at the Sept. 9 City 
Council meeting, Communities First, 
Inc. has plans in place to build an 
affordable housing project in Carriage 
Town at the corner of Grand Traverse 
and University avenues.  Some resi-
dents took the opportunity to let the 
council know they do not support this 
development. 

Ken Van Wagoner, a resident of 
Carriage Town and the owner of Good 
Beans Cafe, stepped forward to the 
podium, saying “I don’t trust 
Communities First.”  Speaking about 
the proposed project, he said, “I don’t 
support it as it is, and neither does a lot 
of my neighborhood. 
 “This development is too big,” Van 
Wagoner continued. “There’s 48 park-
ing spaces. Where are 83 people in beds 
gonna put their cars?” 

After public comment, Council 
President Herbert Winfrey responded 

directly to Wagoner, “I heard you say you 
don’t trust them (Communities First). I do.”  

After mentioning Communities First’s 
Coolidge Project at the former Coolidge 
Elementary School just opened at a ribbon-
cutting that same day in Winfrey’s own 
Ward Six, he said, “Let’s not cast asper-
sions on Communities First ... They’ve 
actually done some really good work for a 
whole lot of folks.” 

City Council did not pass any business 
regarding the development on Monday. 
Currently, they are awaiting City 
Planning and Development to place it on 
the agenda if and when Communities 
First decides to proceed.  
 

Service pipes grant:  more class 
action lawsuit funds delivered 

According to the details of Monday’s 
City Council agenda, the City of Flint 
has previously received a total grant of 
$29 million in state funds for the purpose 
of replacing lead service lines. City 
Administrator Steve Branch explained 
that a new resolution will approve the 
city to accept an additional $7.7 million 
in grant funds from the state for a total 
grant of $36.7 million. 

Branch says this $36.7 million is just 
part of the $47 million that the state owes 
the City of Flint for lead service line 
replacement. He said this $47 million 
comes from the Concerned Pastors for 
Social Action settlement, a class action 
lawsuit settled against state officials in 
March 2017. 

City Council approved the grant 
acceptance as part of the meeting’s mas-
ter resolution in a unanimous vote. 
 

Janitorial budget increased 
The city is being forced to double its 

annual budget for janitorial services, 
including city hall, police and fire station 
maintenance. When a $75,000 budget 
amendment came up on the agenda, City 
Administrator Steve Branch was again 
called to the podium to explain. 

Branch said the city’s previous sup-
plier for the service charged $75,000 
annually. But the city’s latest bid result-
ed in a lowest bid of $150,000, he said. 

Facing a 100 percent price increase, the 
city must go through council to cover 
the deficit. Branch said the $75,000 
amendment to the budget will have to 
come from the city’s general fund. 

The budget amendment passed with a 
vote of five to one with Councilperson 
Monica Galloway dissenting. 
 

Flint Lead Exposure Registry 
receives additional funds 

A resolution to accept a $43,300 grant 
was brought before the City Council. 

According to the council meeting’s 
agenda, a Flint Lead Exposure Registry 
(FLExR) grant from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) and Michigan State 
University has provided the City of Flint 
with aid since 2018. 

Described on the agenda, the 
FLExR program is to further support 
the development and implementation 
of the Flint Registry, (described in 
EVM stories in July 2018 and January 
of this year) which has been operating 
since 2018 to identify individuals 
exposed to lead drinking water for 
long-term surveillance.  

The program’s goals are described 
in four parts. FLExR aims to register 
eligible Flint residents, conduct health 
and development assessments on reg-
istrants, assess the needs of registants 
and refer them to clinical services, and 
track improvements in health and 
development outcomes via follow-up 
assessments. 

The FLExR grant awarded the City 
of Flint $18,400 in FY2018 and again 
in FY2019. This amount has been 
increased to $43,300 for FY2020, and 
the City Council is tasked to accept the 
increased grant fund and approve to 
amend the FY2020 budget to accom-
modate the extra funding. 

The council decided to table the res-
olution in a five-to-one vote with 
Councilperson Eric Mays dissenting. 
They will reconvene to discuss it at 
their City Finance Committee meeting 
next Wednesday. 

(Continued on Page 13.)
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It’s mid-afternoon on a balmy 
Monday, the first day of autumn, and 
Flint Mayor Karen Weaver already is 
running behind.  It’s been a demanding 
and emotional day. 

That morning, Weaver had stood next 
to her police chief, Tim Johnson, flanked 
by city staff and community religious 
leaders and said,  “Our city is in need of 
prayer.”  The press conference had been 
hastily called after a bloody weekend left 
three dead in a triple homicide on the 
city’s east side. 

“This is not right, it’s got to stop,” she 
declared, in a somber plea for more 
resources for the city’s youth.  “We need 
to get a message to young people that 
there are other ways to resolve issues.  
We’ve already had a water crisis — a 
generation has suffered and been dam-
aged by lead in the water.  Some kind of 
way this city has to come together. 
There need to be some alternatives to 
thinking that the only way to resolve 
things is to kill people.” 

Later that day, the mood shifted as she 
joined in a ribbon cutting for a new 
Communities First, Inc. apartment com-
plex, the refurbished Coolidge Elementary 
School, which has been transformed into 
54 apartments.   

That project is a reflection of both how 
the city’s schools one by one have been 
abandoned as enrollments plummeted, and 
also of how enterprising developers, like 
Communities First president and CEO 
Glenn Wilson, who attended Coolidge 
Elementary as a child, are finding ways to 
repurpose and rehabilitate some of the 
city’s beautiful old structures.  

In a way, those two events typify the 
dimensions of Weaver’s turbulent first four 
years in office:  facing down tragedy and 
the turmoil of the city’s residents as the 
water crisis hit one of the poorest and most 
violent cities in the country,  and then rep-
resenting the city as it was thrust into the 
national spotlight, and then managing the 
influx — sometimes problematic, demand-
ing and controversial — as that attention 
triggered millions of dollars of aid, dona-

tions and visits from hundreds of outsiders.  
We are told because of her schedule 

crunch we have 20 minutes, less than 
we expected;  we negotiated for 30, 
understanding that we would not get to 
all our questions. 

She sits down at one end of a long table 
in her conference room with two EVM 
reporters. At the other end are Candice 
Mushatt, her communications director, and 
Aonie Gilcreast, Weaver’s chief advisor 
and outreach development liaison.   

Gilcreast is an old friend who had 
served her for the first three years as a 
volunteer but then was hired officially 
for a $120,000 salary provided out of a 
$3 million Kellogg Foundation eco-
nomic development grant.  

“It was overwhelming at times,” 
Weaver says, reflecting on how she had no 
“honeymoon” to speak of following the 
Nov. 2015 election in which she ousted 
incumbent Dayne Walling, based on her 
focused campaign promising action on the 
water crisis.  “It’s been nonstop,” she said.  
“It was exhausting — and it still is.”   

But as her mayoral campaign for a 
second term picks up steam, she’s tak-
ing some time to reflect. 

“I sometimes use that quote from Ronald 
Reagan,” she says with a smile: “Are you 
better off than four years ago?   

“I think we are better off,” she says.  

“Four years ago we still had poisoned 
water.  Four years ago we didn’t have the 
information to know what we needed.  
Four years ago we didn’t know how much 
it would take to make things right.” 

Now, while she still is advocating for 
more state aid to continue community reha-
bilitation such as replacing in-home plumb-
ing fixtures possibly damaged by lead, she 
is relieved that water is testing better. 

“And we’ve been able to start building 
back,” she said, noting that despite bumps 
in restoration contracting and implemen-
tation replacement — just 4,000 homes 
remain out of close to 28,000 on the orig-
inal list, she said, and are scheduled to be 
completed in 2020.  

Still, she says she understands trust has 
been one of the biggest casualties of the 
crisis.  When a reporter says many peo-
ple still won’t drink out of the tap, she 
quickly replies, “I’m not telling them to!  
I hope they’re not drinking out of the tap! 
Not unless they’re comfortable, and 
that’s a choice that they can make.” 

A month into her tenure, she declared a 
state of emergency, part of a strategy to 
open up state and federal funds.  In January 
of 2016,  Gov. Rick Snyder followed suit.  
Then-president Obama declined to call it a 
disaster as she had hoped, but designated it 
an emergency and signed off on $5 million 
in initial federal funds.   

That was the start of multiple processes 
bringing in millions more from multiple 
directions — federal and state grants, class 
action lawsuits, contributions from chari-
ties and individuals — for infrastructure 
and pipeline replacement, children’s serv-
ices, health care, nutrition, Medicaid sup-
plements, educational support, psycholog-
ical and trauma-related support, and of 
course, lots and lots of water.  

Some have said the totals approach $1 
billion, but she says nailing those totals 
down is extremely hard to calculate. 

She said she honestly doesn’t know 
how much money has flowed into the 
city over the years, and pressed on that 
point, she said, regarding public funds, 
“You’ll have to ask the state about that 

(Continued on Page 8.)

Mayor Karen Weaver:  “We are better off now”  
 

By Jan Worth-Nelson

Mayor Karen Weaver 
(Photo by Tom Travis)
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Rep. Sheldon Neeley:  “We should be further along”  
 

By Tom Travis

Speaking with East Village Magazine 
on his birthday, Sept. 20, Flint mayoral 
candidate Sheldon Neeley offered insight 
about how he would conduct his admin-
istration if he wins the Nov. 5 election.  
He was pressed for time and was able to 
grant 20 minutes on the phone for the 
interview.  

Neeley cited that if elected, his focus 
would be on what he calls his “Five 
Points of Light” —  residential, recre-
ation, economics, education and safety. 

Neeley is familiar to many Flint res-
idents, having served as Flint’s Sixth 
Ward Councilperson for nine years and 
for the last six years as Michigan’s 34th 
District state representative. 

He could be characterized as a sea-
soned politician, from his years of experi-
ence holding elected offices.  In his terms 
in the state legislature,  he has served on the 
health policy, commerce and trade, tax pol-
icy, local government, and transportation 
and infrastructure committees.  For the 
past four years Neeley has served on the 
legislative Black Caucus in the House of 
Representatives.  

He’s been on the mayoral track before:  
10  years ago, Neeley ran for mayor of 
Flint against Dayne Walling and lost. 

Today, trying again, he said he wants 
to bring back respect and trust when it 
comes to the city administration working 
with city council and the citizens.  

“The city administration and city coun-
cil are co-equal branches of government, 
each with different responsibilities,” he 
said.  “It’s important for the city adminis-
tration and city council to understand we 
have a mandate to be followed.” 

The night before, Sept. 19, Neeley 
spoke to about 85 residents gathered at 
Mott Community College for a College 
Cultural Neighborhood Association 
(CCNA) meeting.  There Neeley said his 
administration would be populated by 
professionals and qualified individuals, 
not “friends and family.”  When he spoke 
to EVM he clarified that what he meant 
was that he was not going to choose lead-
ers and directors in his administration 
just because they were his friends or they 

went to church together — alluding to 
several of Mayor Karen Weaver’s 
appointments.  

“That’s not a good way to build a gov-
ernment, he said, pledging, “I will choose 
experienced and qualified people.”  

“In our City Hall there are people who 
don’t deserve their positions because of 
their skill set,” he said, adding he will put 

professional people in transition within 90 
days of being in office.  

“We have to rebuild City Hall,” he 
said.  “Flint residents deserve a level of 
consistency.” 

At the CCNA meeting, Neeley stated, 
“We need to improve the quality of life 
and protect the most vulnerable. We’re on 
the precipice of not being a real city.”   He 
asserted more than $1 billion has come to 
this region, and said, considering that, 
“We should be further along.” 

 
City Council thoughts 

Neeley also talked about what his rela-
tionship as mayor would be with City 
Council, noting complaints about frequent 
chaos at the meetings from other council 
members and residents — in part about an 
abuse of parliamentary rules.  

Neeley complained about the numer-
ous “points of order, points of information” 

shouted out at council meetings,  which he 
suggested often delay progress through 
council business.  “There is an agenda and 
you get through it,” he said.  “The council 
has become divisive.  Even though he 
asserted the council and mayor are co-
equal branches of government, he said 
they seem not to work together smoothly. 

 
Regional government collaboration? 

Neeley referred to “32 units of govern-
ment” in Genesee County that surround 
the city of Flint, including Flint Township, 
Davison, Davison Township, Flushing, 
and Flushing Township.  As mayor he said 
he hopes to work well with these other city 
and township governments and communi-
ties, and envisions collaborating services 
for all of Genesee County.  

 
Restoring, improving revenue sharing? 

Another issue Neeley says he will advo-
cate for is improvement in revenue sharing.  
Revenue sharing for cities creates income 
for the City of Flint each month.   

According to the State of Michigan 
Treasury website,  the City of Flint 
receives about $2.5 – $2.7 million from the 
State each month. According to Maxwell 
Evans in his article “Cities, Counties Still 
Losing Out on Revenue Sharing Money” 
dated March 30, 2018, “There are two 
types of revenue sharing: constitutional 
and statutory. Constitutional revenue shar-
ing, funded by ten percent of the state sales 
tax revenues, is guaranteed. 

The state constitution calls for about 
one-seventh of sales tax revenues to go 
towards statutory revenue shares. 
However that amount can be — and con-
sistently has been — lowered through the 
Legislature’s appropriations process.” 

Asked if there was any chance that 
the state legislature would increase rev-
enue sharing for cities, Neeley said, 
“while the full amount of revenue shar-
ing has not yet reached the full amount, 
it is moving in a positive direction, but 
it’s not where it needs to be.” 

Former broadcast engineer 
A broadcast engineer by training and 

Sheldon Neeley 
(Photo by Tom Travis)

(Continued on Page 8.)
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... Weaver 
(Continued from Page 6.)

— they doled it out.”  She said follow-
ing the money in state documents has 
proven flummoxing — with amounts 
and destinations often buried in hard-
to-find and hard-to-specify line items.   

Accounting for the philanthropic 
flood of money has proven equally elu-
sive, she said. 

“And when people hear that money 
has come in, they think it came to City 
Hall, and it didn’t,” she said. “I don’t 
know how many ways to say it.”  She 
said she wishes some of the other 
agencies in town who received dona-
tions would be more transparent, so 
that City Hall “doesn’t have to take the 
fall” for accountability that she cannot 
provide. 

“If you spent it in a way that’s help-
ful to the city, talk about it,” she said. 
“A lot of places got money but have 
been very quiet.” 

On Flint foundations:  
 “I thank them every chance I get” 

Regarding the omnipresent influence 
of philanthropic institutions in the city — 
the C.S. Mott Foundation, Community 
Foundation of Greater Flint, the Ruth 
Mott Foundation, and others — Weaver 
said, “We can’t do this by ourselves and 
we shouldn’t do it by ourselves … in 
Flint, philanthropy has played a big role 
and I thank them every chance I get. 

“When the water crisis hit, they did-
n’t want to overstep their bounds — we 
had a conversation about pipes and 
infrastructure, but that’s not where their 
money is supposed to go — that’s some-
thing the government was supposed to 
do. But our foundations have been pres-
ent for us:  they’ve been partners.” 

 
City Council 

Addressing the notorious chaos of the 
City Council, Weaver said, “I used to go, 
but it’s exasperating.  It’s hard when you 
send your department heads up there and 
they get insulted and talked down to.  
I’ve lost two department heads because 
of the City Council.   

“And eight-hour meetings?  We can’t 
do that.”  She said she is asked about the 
council’s reputation in Washington, 

Baltimore, Chicago — everywhere she 
goes. The city may be losing business 
because of it, she suggests. 

“Nobody wants to go through that 
experience of having to come before 
them,”  she said. 

But asked what to do about it, she says, 
“I don’t know. I can’t be responsible for 
them. It’s sad for a city that had our voic-
es taken away [during the emergency 
manager era] and then when we got it 
back, look what happened.” 

 
On the ombudsperson 

Asked why the selection of the 
ombudsperson is taking so long — a 
position required in the city’s revised 
charter approved by voters in 2017 and 
mandated to take effect in January 
2018, Weaver said as for the city 
administration, “we did our part — we 
did what we were supposed to do,” 
developing a job description and get-
ting candidates selected — adding she 
wasn’t sure why HR (human 
resources) and the new charter-man-
dated Ethics and Accountability Board 
haven’t gotten past that. 
 

Police and water rates 
Asked why there has been no increase 

in the police budget in the pending city 
budget, she said simply, “You’ll have to 
ask the City Council about that.” 

Asked if the Great Lakes Water 
Authority water rates are going up, she 
quickly answered, “Not for Flint.” 

Exciting signs 
In short, Weaver says, “It’s been non-

stop moving the city, making good 
things happen.” 

“You walk around Flint, you see that 
we’ve made great strides — you see 
cranes, and contractors working — it’s 
exciting to see different restaurants; Flint 
has a fashion industry; we’ve got all of 
these things happening, entertainment 
coming into the city — people are buying 
houses, people want to invest in Flint.  

In the meantime, she has clung to sev-
eral rituals that she says help keep her 
sane and healthy. 

“I pray.  I exercise.  I listen to loud 
music,” she says.  

“I like so many kinds of music — it 

... Neeley 
(Continued from Page 7.)

career, Neeley spent 27 years at WJRT.  
“This was supposed to be my retirement,” 
he said with a laugh.  But he might use 
some of those skills in office — he plans 
to communicate with the constituents and 
citizens of Flint by continuing a tradition 
of radio broadcasts he says he styles after 
FDR’s “Fire Side Chats.”   

Neeley said he wants to increase the 
dialog with citizens so that he can “clarify 
the direction and scope of where the city 
government wants to go.” He said he is 
committed to an “open-door policy” and 
will allow residents to vent comments and 
share concerns and input. 

“We will adjust hours and communi-
cation at City Hall so that people have 
better communication with us all. 
 

About that charter 
Regarding the city’s relatively new char-

ter, approved by voters and which took 
effect in January 2018, Neeley stated, “The 
charter is the constitution for the communi-
ty — it’s not an option;  it’s a mandate.  

Neeley said he will look at the city’s 
master plan that has been developed and 
not yet approved by City Council to see 
if it fits with the city’s new charter.  He 
said he would implement whatever parts 
of the charter have not been put into 
effect and would do it quickly, he stated.  
Maybe not on day one, he said, but 
quickly after getting elected. 
              Water crisis not over  
Considering the water crisis in Flint, 
Neeley stated, “We are absolutely still in 
a crisis.  We have not done due diligence-
for our residents. We must reestablish 
trust.  Many residents still don’t drink out 
the tap because of a lack of trust.” 

“We will answer citizens’ questions 
especially around water and utility issues,” 
he said.  

Neeley said he considers himself a 
people person and believes in connect-
ing with his constituents.  He said he 
regularly has 27 community engage-
ments per year including health fairs, 
Easter and Christmas celebrations, 
expungement seminars, and dental care 
events where he gives each child a 

(Continued on Page 13) (Continued on Page 13.)
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In the September 2018 edition of East 
Village Magazine, a rare editorial pro-
claimed “The Free Press Is Not The 
Enemy Of The People.”  We made the 
argument that WE ARE THE PEOPLE.  
The five freedoms set out in our Bill of 
Rights have made us “... 
a bulwark of civiliza-
tion,” a shining light 
against the dark forces 
of demagoguery, tyran-
ny, and oppression. 

One year later, the 
battle rages on.   

“It is our constitu-
tional right, our privi-
lege, our patriotic duty 
to continue this role and 
to support, with our small but stalwart 
voice, our call ... for doing what the 
Constitution calls the press to do.  We 
will not be silenced.  We will continue to 
do our job, with dignity and ferocity.”   

–EVM editorial, September, 2018. 
 

Humans solve problems through a 
process of trial and error.  We look at an 
issue, gather as much information 
about it as we can, make some educat-
ed guesses about its nature, and decide 
what to do about it.  But effective deci-
sion making requires us to marshall as 
much accurate information and scien-
tific fact as we can bring to it. 

When fact and truth become the 
baubles of political manipulation, 
problem solving is corrupted and our 
democracy is wounded.  Sadly, this is 
the situation we now find ourselves in.  
This is what telling truth to power is all 
about.  This is the battle that journalists 
are now engaged in.     

Words matter.  Truth matters.  Our 
purpose at East Village Magazine is to 
honor and present the truth.  In this time 
of intense political and social discord, 
this time when our very existence on 
the planet is threatened, could there be 
a more important mission? 

Historically, democracy has 

always been a messy and problematic 
process.  “Genuine democracy is diffi-
cult to achieve and once achieved, 
fragile. In the grand scheme of human 
events, it is the exception, not the 
rule.”  – Costica Bradstan, NY Times 

Basically, the idea of democracy — 
one person, one vote — runs contrary to 
human nature.  We are a contentious lot, 
always looking for an edge and not pre-
disposed to getting along.  Democracy, 
messy and difficult as it is, remains the 
only path that allows for the survival of 
human dignity.  

In a July 5 New York Times article 
about democracy titled “It should be no 
surprise that humans cannot sustain it,”  
Costica Bradstan concludes with the 
following observation: “Yet democracy 
is one of those elusive things — happi-
ness is another — whose promise, even 
if perpetually deferred, is more impor-
tant than its actual existence. We may 
never get it, but we cannot afford to 
stop dreaming of it.” 

As dedicated First Amendment sup-
porters, the staff of East Village 
Magazine invite you to join the fray.   

Support us in our role as First 
Amendment warriors.  Join us in the 
front lines as a reporter, distributor, 
neighborhood associate, news photogra-
pher, or cartoonist.   

Or help to cover our backs with 
your talent, time, and money.  We need 
individuals with skills in IT, account-
ing, graphics, advertising, research, 
grant writing, legal, event planning, 

fundraising — all of those things that 
pump the blood of vitality into an 
organization.   

Link arms with your neighbors and 
fellow Flintoids in keeping one of the 
most critical elements of our democracy 

healthy and effective.   
   And have fun in the 
process.  Meet new peo-
ple.  Make new friends.  
Exercise your mind and 
body.  Take your heart 
out for a walk.  Let your 
spirit taste the sweet 
honey of engagement 
with your fellow 
humans in a great cause.  
It’s good for your health, 

good for the neighborhood, and good for 
the country.  E Pluribus Unum!  

This is it.  America’s most basic val-
ues are being challenged.  The next year 
or so will determine the direction our 
democracy takes.  Don’t be that panty-
waist on the sideline waiting on others to 
decide the outcome.  Be proactive.   Take 
a risk.  Become involved.  You can make 
a difference.  You have the power of 
ONE.  Extend your hand to your fellow 
citizens and become the many that can-
not be resisted. 

Let’s talk. 
Call me at 810-235-2977. 
Whatever your talents, skills, or limi-

tations, there is a way for you to partici-
pate and we will figure it out.   
 
EVM Editor-at-Large Ted Nelson can be 
reached at mainegame@icloud.com 

Commentary 
Join us — Become a First Amendment warrior 

By Ted Nelson

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE 
U.S. CONSTITUTION 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; 
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 



Lead/galvanized tainted pipes 
replaced so far in Flint:  

9,293  
Numbers provided by pipeline con-
tractor ROWE Engineering are now 
posted at cityofflint.com under Fast 
Start Replacement Program. Totals 
as of Sept. 20 were 23,129 pipes exca-
vated (wording changed to “explored” 
since returning to the “predictive 
model”) and 9,293 replaced. 

The city aims to have all of Flint’s 
lead-tainted service lines replaced 
by 2020.  
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Ombudsperson appointment postponed; 
Ethics and Accountability Board struggles 

to achieve fair hiring process 
 

By Melodee Mabbitt

Appointment of Flint’s ombudsperson 
is postponed as Ethics and 
Accountability Board (EAB) members 
appeal to the city to review additional 
applicants and achieve a process of 
appointing the ombudsperson that is 
independent from interference by the 
city’s administration.  

Eight people applied for the 
ombudsperson positions, but only three 
applicants were provided by the human 
resources department to the EAB for 
review.  

Interviews of candidates Lauren 
Rowley, Louis Hawkins and Tané 
Dorsey took place in City Council 
chambers Aug. 22 with oversight by 
representatives of the human resources 
department. 

“I have two concerns about the 
search. One, it only drew a small num-
ber of applicants … Two groups should 
be interested applicants: retired police 
and attorneys. The fact that we appar-
ently got no applications from either 
group is problematic,” EAB member 
John Daly said. 

Daly explained his second concern is 
that the EAB is treated by the administra-
tion as a typical board of volunteers, but 
that it is unique in its function.  “I don’t 
know any other boards that have appoint-
ment authority, investigative and subpoe-
na powers, or the ability to appoint out-
side legal counsel. The goal is to 
recognize that this board was mandated 
by a vote of people through the charter 
and is a different type of board than they 
have ever had before.” 

On Sept. 10, a complaint before the 
court was heard by Seventh Judicial 
Circuit Court Judge F. Kay Behm. Filed 
by Linda Pohly, the complaint sought an 
injunction to prevent the hiring of an 
ombudsperson “until the city allows the 
Ethics and Accountability Board [EAB] 
to review all of the resumes and to hold 
interviews as they choose, as opposed to 

under the supervision of the human 
resources department,” she said.  

Pohly’s attorney Alec Gibbs argued 
that the EAB was established to oversee 
the executive and legislative branches 
and that allowing the city’s Human 
Resources department to impede the 
independent appointment of an 
ombudsperson was a violation of its role 
as established by the charter. 

City Attorney Angela Wheeler 
argued the city has an interest in pro-
tecting applicant information as it con-
tains personal information and is per-
forming its role in accordance with the 
charter.  

“We’re at the finish line (in the 
process of hiring an ombudsperson). To 
stop the process now would be a harm to 
the public,” Wheeler said. 

Judge Behm denied the motion 
because she did not find that a breach of 
the charter has happened yet and no 
irreparable harm would happen by 
allowing the hiring to take place 
because there is nothing stopping the 
EAB from asking to review the other 
five applicants.  

According to Judge Behm, the board 
does not have to allow the human 
resources department to limit its review 
of applications or interfere with its ques-
tioning of candidates.  

At the general meeting of the EAB on 
the evening of Sept. 10, the board dis-
cussed the court’s findings and voted to 
ask the city for the remaining applica-
tions. The board also canceled a town 
hall to discuss the ombudsperson hiring 
process and the board’s roles and 
responsibilities previously scheduled 
for Sept. 17.  

Instead, the board scheduled a meet-
ing Sept. 27 to continue efforts to 
achieve an independent effort for 
appointing the ombudsperson.  

“This person will serve the city for 
six years and only be removed for 

WANTED: Garage Space, approx. 
10’X10’ to store display shelves for FIA stu-
dent Art Fair ceramics. Access needed only 
once or twice per year. Email John at:  
applegroveclayworks@gmail.com.

Unclassified ads

malfeasance. It is critically important 
that the residents have faith in the hiring 
process and that we select the best can-
didate for the position,” Daly said. 

Pohly explained that she is not con-
cerned with who is appointed, but with 
establishing a clearly independent 
appointment process.  

“This is totally about the process of 
the appointment. It is not my place as 
a citizen with a lawsuit to second 
guess the decisions of the EAB,” 
Pohly said.   

“The concern is that the administra-
tion is interfering in the process by 
selecting applications that are preferred 
by administration. This is not some-
thing that should be forced on the 
administration by the courts. This 
should be something that they 
embraced freely.” 
 
EVM Staff Writer Melodee Mabbitt can 
be reached melodee.mabbitt@gmail.com. 
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Get ready to vote Nov. 5: absentee voting tips here 

By Jan Worth-Nelson
Absentee voting has been made 

easier thanks to Statewide Ballot 
Proposal 18-3 approved by voters last 
year.  Basic info: 

•  Any registered voter now can vote 
absentee without providing a reason. 

•  Your request for an absentee ballot to 
be mailed must be submitted in writing to 
City Clerk Inez Brown at 1101 Saginaw 
St. #201C (Second floor of City Hall) by 
5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 1. 

•  If you’re already registered at your 
current address, you can pick up an absen-
tee voter ballot in person at the clerk’s 
office anytime up to 4 p.m. on the day prior 

to the election. You have until 8 p.m. elec-
tion day, Nov. 5, to turn in your absentee 
ballot to the clerk’s office, second floor of 

City Hall. 
EVM Editor Jan Worth-Nelson can be 
reached at janworth1118@gmail.com.
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... Education 
(Continued from Page 4.)

10th year; $1,000/year starting at the end 
of the 15th year; $1,250/year starting at 
the end of the 20th year.   

Class size is reduced from a maximum 
of 36 students per classroom to the follow-
ing:  kindergarten — 25 students; grades 
1,2&3—27 students; grades 4,5&6 — 28 
students; grades 7&8 — 29 students; 
grades 9,10,11&12 —30 students.   

Nonetheless, many classroom vacan-
cies led to a chaotic start for Flint schools.  
“We’ve had a rough start for various fac-
tors,” he told MLive-Flint.  “There are a 
lot of teacher vacancies which has caused 
a lot of discord around the students.”   
 

“Guest teachers” help fill vacant 
classrooms: 

Thirty-three new teachers were hired 
at the August and September meetings 
of the board of education.  Ten “guest 
teachers” were hired at the September 
meeting at the pay rate of $125/day.   

Guest teachers, according to Lopez, are 
provided for in the newly ratified contract.  
They are college students with degrees 
that are still attending classes to attain their 
teacher certification. 

The compensation package for guest 
teachers includes tuition reimbursement 
and the opportunity to join the teaching 
staff full-time after 60 consecutive days 
of service.  According to Lopez, guest 
teachers are from local colleges includ-

ing Michigan State University, 
University of Michigan-Dearborn, 
Saginaw Valley State University, and 
University of Michigan-Flint.   

“We are working to develop a (teacher) 
pipeline that is stable over time,” said 
Lopez.  Flint employs a total of 15 guest 
teachers in their schools, he said.   

 
EVM Staff Writer Harold C. Ford can 
be reached at hcford1185@gmail.com. 

shocks people—from Parliament 
Funkadelic to Tony Bennett. And don’t for-
get Cher! [who donated 180,000 bottles of 
water in 2016] Sometimes I play Frank 

Sinatra singing, ‘I did it my way’ in my car. 
Sometimes, working out in her basement, 
she says, “I need music with bad words, 
and sometimes I need a hymn.  It all 
relieves stress.”  

Finally, Weaver says, as she gets up and 
rushes to her next meeting, “Despite 

everything that we’ve talked about that 
can seem to be doom and gloom,  Flint is 
a strong city … with strong people, and 
we don’t let things keep us down.”  
 
EVM Editor Jan Worth-Nelson can be 
reached at janworth1118@gmail.com.

... Weaver 
(Continued from Page 8.)

toothbrush and toothpaste and educates 
them about fighting cavities and fluo-
ride protection.  

It’s all in the interest of making sure 
he “brings everybody into the work of 
government.” 

“The most qualified” 
Asked why Flint residents should choose 

him as the next mayor,  Neeley replied, “I’m 
the most qualified and the best choice for the 
city. You don’t have to prepare me for the 
job.  I have a recovery plan which includes a 
plan to increase and strengthen public safety 
in our fire and police departments.  

He said 911 calls go unreported 

because residents have lost trust in the 
public safety that they’ll even show up, 
and suggested people are not calling 
because of what he called “a lack of con-
sistency in public safety,”  adding, “Our 
officers need better support.” 
 
EVM staff writer Tom Travis can be 
reached at tomntravis@gmail.com

... Neeley 
(Continued from Page 8.)

... Council 
(Continued from Page 5.)

Recreational Marijuana proposal 
moves ahead 

The council voted unanimously to 
approve a first reading of an amendment 
to the Flint City Code of Ordinances,,  
which would prohibit recreational mari-
juana facilities.  

Councilperson Eric Mays later com-
mented about rescinding his vote, claim-
ing it was made by mistake. “I wouldn’t 
have voted to opt-out ... folks voted for 
the charter. Folks voted for marijuana. 
I’m not gonna vote against people.” 

To clarify, the vote was not to adopt 
the opt-out amendment, but only to 
approve a first reading of it. City Council 
members said they will reconvene at a 

future meeting to decide whether or not 
to adopt this addition to the Flint City 
Code of Ordinances. 
 
EVM Staff Writer Luther Houle can be 
reached at lutherbhoule@gmail.com. 

 

VOTE
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Neeley can also make a strong case 
for victory. 

He has substantial governmental and 
political experience.  He served on the 
city council for nine years, and is com-
pleting his third term as state representa-
tive from the 34th District.  He won easi-
ly in a district that includes much of the 
city of Flint. 

Over his political career he has made 
community outreach a major focus.  He 
has hosted numerous events, forums, 
and workshops for a variety of causes, 
within his district and beyond.  

As a member of the legislature, he 
was elected chair of the Black Caucus 
by other lawmakers.  

When people are angry, those who 
challenge incumbents often have an 
advantage. 

Charges have been raised, from 
Neeley’s campaign and others, about 
unfair use of absentee ballots, and a 
“pay for play” atmosphere in city hall, 
with questions about who gets city 

contracts. 
To be sure, it’s an unusual election, 

but both candidates are campaigning 
full blast as they try to mobilize their 
voters and get their messages out.  

 
An important election for the city 
It may be an unusual election but 

it’s an important one.  The city is fac-
ing major decisions in the next few 
years.  Will the water crisis finally be 

resolved? How will we move beyond 
the water crisis and restore trust in the 
system?  What is the next step in 
Flint’s rebirth?  Will the city be able to 
make a smooth transition as it begins 
to implement the new charter?   Will 
there be an ombudsperson on duty in 
the near future?  How will the mayor 
work with a contentious and divided 

city council?  
All of those are important challenges 

and the voters’ voices should be heard.  
 

Flint Public Library millage and 
bond issue 

For all the attention that is devoted to 
the mayoral campaigns, that’s not the 
only thing on the ballot.  In Flint, voters 
will have the opportunity to vote for 
both an operating millage renewal and a 
12-year, $12.6 million bond issue to 
fund a major renovation of the Flint 
Public Library.  If the bond issue passes, 
the average home in Flint would see a 
$27 increase in property taxes.  Donors 
are providing more than half of the cost 
of the $27.6 million project.   

The library is offering a series of open 
houses to inform the public about the plans 

Charter Clock 

Oct. 1: 640 Days 
Without An 

Ombudsperson

... Election 
(Continued from Page 3.)

(Continued on Page 15.)
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... Election 
(Continued from Page 14.)

for the renovated Flint Public Library. 
They are open to the public, and they are 
scheduled for Oct. 1, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
and Oct. 29, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. and 6 to 
7:30 p.m. More information is also avail-
able at www.YourNewFPL.org. 

 
Get out and vote! 

This may be a low-profile election, it 
may involve only parts of the county, and 

there may not be a lot of media coverage 
compared to a presidential or a guberna-
torial election, but it’s still important.  

Local elections do matter.  As a result 
of last year’s ballot proposal, voting is 
easier than ever.  Any voter can vote 
absentee, without giving a reason.  
Information on the new voting rules is 
available from the city or county clerk’s 
office or the League of Women Voters at 
www.VOTE411.org.  

Be sure to get out and vote. 
EVM political commentator Paul Rozycki 
can be reached at paul.rozycki@mcc.edu.

... Two Flints 
(Continued from Page 16.)

I attempted to drive over and get her out, 
but she was trapped among fire trucks and 
police tape that I couldn’t cross to get to 
her. When I finally was allowed through 
just before dawn the next morning, we 
cried on her back porch as the sun came up 
over the ash that covered her patio furni-
ture like so much fresh fallen snow.  

That morning she finally decided to 
let us move her to Flushing, ending 30 
years of our family’s presence on 
Bennett Avenue.  

Now I do feel safe in this serene lit-
tle East Village enclave. The strange 
thing about living in one of Flint’s safe 
neighborhoods is that the people here 
think that their Flint is the real one and 

get irritated when people like me talk 
about the violence that plagues the rest 
of the city.  

People here often seem to believe that 
if we ignore the violence and focus on 
some development in the downtown, 
the rest of the city will magically be 
alleviated of its traumas.  

When former mayor Dayne Walling, 
who grew up in the Village, expresses 
shock at the Flint water crisis, it strikes me 
as amusing because this clearly isn’t the 
first time the government has failed us at 
every level and allowed us to descend into 
a lethal public health crisis. How could we 
have trusted government professionals to 
keep us safe? They haven’t in most of the 
city for all of my life. I doubt people 
who’ve grown up in neighborhoods like 
the one I grew up in share that level of faith 

in the assurances of our government over 
the experiences of our neighbors.  

So sometimes I feel more like an 
interloper than villager, but I do feel safe 
here, too, and recognize how compla-
cency can set in when we can afford to 
isolate ourselves from the broader expe-
riences of city life.  

On Halloween, when kids from all over 
Flint flock to trick-or-treat in the safety of 
the East Village, I’ll welcome them with 
enthusiasm and pricey chocolates and 
hope they get to experience a magical 
evening of only imaginary horrors.  

I’m lucky to have lived 10 years here 
without having any tragedies at close quar-
ters, while all over the city, among people 
like me, the real terror continues.  
 
EVM Staff Writer Melodee Mabbitt can be 
reached at melodee.mabbitt@gmail.com.  
She will be sharing her work with the pub-
lication FlintBeat in the coming weeks, 
joining a journalism project focused on 
gun violence.

 Left to right, Jennifer Hagensen, Linda Hagensen and Melodee 
Mabbitt at about age 7.  Linda died in 2017 at age 67 

(Photo provided by Melodee Mabbitt)
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On Halloween, I’ll have lived for 10 
years in my house in the East Village, or 
what my mom referred to as “manage-
ment’s neighborhood.” 

I recently tried to explain to someone in 
the neighborhood how different my life 
was before I came here, when I lived on 
Bennett Avenue and later on M. L. King. I 
tried to explain the first violent crime I’d 
witnessed, and then the next one. 

I don’t even know if I got 
them right. Was that the first 
one? The second? Wasn’t it 
in fact true that so much vio-
lence also took place before, 
between, and after? Why did 
I choose those two instances 
to retell?  

There are two Flints in my 
experience. 

One where you can try to 
explain the violence you’ve 
experienced by trying to cate-
gorize it: by murders? 
Attacks? By who died and 
you had to grieve? Or, by the 
more gruesome attacks you 
saw first-hand, but everyone lived? By 
how old you were when you went 
through it?  Or by the age your friends 
were when they died? Or by the type of 
death? Guns or vehicular manslaughter 
or blunt force/stab wounds? Do overdos-
es even count among our losses? 

And the Flint I live in now, in the 
College and Cultural Neighborhood, 
where no one has broken into our house 
yet, where the worst it’s ever gotten was 
when somebody once knocked but then 
ran away. 

Sometimes when I am falling asleep, 
I dream of a hard knock, gunshot, or 
running feet, but when I wake afraid it 
always turns out I was just dreaming, 
afraid. Ten years and less than a mile 
from where I learned to be afraid, all is 
quiet and well living here between the 
politicians and attorneys, the Chamber 
of Commerce and university employ-
ees, with our Mott police coverage and 
additional private securitty.  

I could say that I started to feel unsafe 
around fifth grade, but I’m not sure if 
that is just because my awareness was 
dawning or because the late 80s drew in 
a new era of violence in Flint.  

Either way, fear of violence felt like a 
more natural progression in my life than 
trying to relax in the safe places I’ve lived. 
One can only witness so many atrocities 
before it becomes impossible to leave 

those burdens behind by moving away.  It 
widened my lens beyond any ability to 
simply focus on the positive and tuck in to 
material comforts.  

An old friend from the east side 
thanked me for naming our experiences 
as trauma. For us, it was all a normal part 
of life at the time. Until I stop to reflect, it 
is easy to forget that people in this neigh-
borhood spend their whole lives never 
knowing a murderer or someone who 
was murdered. I know several of each. 
People all over Flint do.  

Each instance of violence carries its 
own haunts and ghosts in my mind, so it 
is hard to recall it all with a journalist’s 
accuracy. It all feels more like some-
thing I wear than something that I 
passed through and left behind.  

I think I experienced my first violent 
death in sixth or seventh grade when my 
classmate was taken to the riverbank by 
some other boys we all knew, his cousins 
who had been playing at gangster. We 

were told that they’d cut out his tongue and 
shoved it up his anus before shooting him 
to death for talking to a rival gang. He was 
around 14, and I was around 12 when I 
heard all about it. 

Maybe I experienced my next violent 
crime the summer after seventh grade. I 
was walking to the corner store with my 
best friend and we happened upon a teen 
I knew being disemboweled with what 

we later found out was his own 
knife. He walked, entrails drag-
ging, right past us and around 
the corner to the gate of his fam-
ily’s fence before he collapsed.  
   He lived, but my mom organ-
ized a peace march in response. 
Mayor Stanley and Prosecutor 
Busch came to speak at 
Homedale Elementary where 
our march ended in a rally to 
stop the violence. 
   It, of course, did not stop 
anything.  
    In ninth grade, our house was 
robbed and a girlfriend of one 
of the kids who broke into our 

house showed up to class wearing my 
clothes. I picked a fight with her, lost, 
and then never went back to Flint 
Central again.  

The next year, my mom sent me to 
live with my aunt in the township to 
attend Carman-Ainsworth. 

Through high school, I missed some 
of the drive-bys, people trying to break in 
with knives, holding the neighbor’s tod-
dler who had just watched her father be 
shot for his weed stash, and many other 
events that my mother and sister experi-
enced. I was just across town but it was a 
different world.  

By the time of the arsons of 2010, I 
was already living in the Village when 
my mother called at 2 a.m., terrified that 
she was going to burn to death because 
she was disabled and trapped in our fam-
ily home on Bennett as five houses 
immediately surrounding her had all 
been torched at once.  
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Mabbitt’s childhood home on Bennett Avenue, 
boarded up. 
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