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Parkview M anor
Two Bedroom Condo For Rent

A little bit of New York City right
here in Hint! Features include; Open
1200 sq.ft. floor plan, parquet floors,
indoor heated parking, and on-site
laundry facility. $975 rent includes:
Hest, water, basic cable, and internet.
Contact Mark Fisher at 810-285-8624.

4265 E. Court St., Burton, MI 48509

‘]—(ea[tﬁy Home
Cooking!

810-235-1968
Flint Farmers’ Market

~ Winme ~
oraft beer
& more. ..

at the Flint
Farmers’ Market

Located inside the Flint Farmers” Market

\olunteer Distributors Wanted

The East Village Magazine is looking for
volunteer distributors in some of the res-
idential blocks bounded by E. Court,
Franklin, Tuscola and Meade streets.
Less than one hour of exercise a month
insures your neighbors get the magazine.
Contact ecuster@sbcglobal.net or write
to 720 E. Second St. Flint, M1 48503.

Mark Fisher

Your College Cultural
Realtor

Buying or Selling?

I'm here to help!

810-285-8624

markfishersells.com
4265 E. Court Street, Burton Ml 48509

FREE Home
Warranty

Fiint's Residernt Reaftor
The Name Trusted in R Eash
More Neighborhoods yan £ashoo

(810) 234-1234
www.RyanEashoo.com

BATTISTE’'S

TEMPLE DINING ROOM

PUBLIC WELCOME
Serving Downtown Flint since 1947

Luncheon Monday-Friday 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

All Occasion Catering
235-7760

VERN'S
COLLISION INC.

Free Loaners

* Unibody * Frame
* Paint Specialists * Glass
» State-certified Mechanics

More than 40 years
at the same
location.

(810) 232-6751
2409 Davison Rd.
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Commentary

\lote by mail: An idea whose time has come?
By Paul Rozycki

How do youwant to votethisyear?
No, | don't mean whether you like
Demoacrats, Republicans, Joe Biden, or
Donad Trump. | mean, how do you actu-
aly want to cast your ballot? It seems
simple, but there are alot of choices.

It's been done many ways

Voting: It'sthe most basic ritud of
our dections, and it's a the heart of what
we cdl the democratic process. At one
time, voting was done by voice vote in
public, and others were given preprinted
ballots by their parties (only later did the
government provide the paper ballots).
In legidative assemblies, some voting is
done by voice vote, some is done by
standing and passing by a vote counter,
sometimes by arall call of names, and a
other times it's done by an electronic
toteboard. For most dections, the meth-
ods have included printed ballots, voting
machines, scanned ballots, computer
screens, and punch cards. The ancient
Greeks voted by dropping pebbles into
an urn. (The word ballot is derived from
a French term meaning “small ball.”)
Romans voted by writing on a wax
tablet. In The Gambia, voters toss mar-
blesinto different colored drums. Some
organizations decide whom they accept
by placing awhite bdl or ablack ball into
a box. (Thus the term “blackbdled” for
those rejected.)

And while there have been many
ways to vote, and the details vary in a
thousand ways, usudly it's been a com-
munal event, wherewejoin together with
others, to share the practice of democra
cy. Now, with thefear of the COVID-19
virus, that may be changing.

Voting by mail

Within the last few weeks,
Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn
Benson mailed out absentee voting appli-
cationstodl 7.7 million registered voters

in the state, giving them the option of
staying home on Election Day, and cast-
ing their ballots by mail.

Voting by mail isn't a new prac-
tice. It was firg used during the Civil
Waer to dlow soldiersto cast their ballots
from the field in 1864. Since that time,
it hasgeneraly been availableto thosein
the military, or others required to be
away from their usual voting location.
Five satesdready useit astheir main, or
only, way of voting. Anocther 21 states
alow for the option. Many others, like
Michigan, have made absentee voting
open to al, with no reason needed, as a
result of a 2018 initiative vote. In the
past, absentee ballots were available
only to those over a certain age, unable
to get to the polls for hedth reasons, or
those who were otherwise occupied on
Election Day.

While the use of the absentee bal-
lot has grown, it has not been used by a
mgjority of voters. Mogt voters went to
the polls and cast their bdlots in person.
About 27 percent voted absentee in the
2018 midterm eection.

That all changed with the
COVID-19 pandemic, where we were
all advised to avoid crowds and public
gatherings. The potential of the new
absentee rules were tested in our recent
May €elections. May elections typicaly
have few issues on the ballot and have a
very low turnout. Yet last May 5, inan
essentially all-mail election, the vote
went smoothly and the voters in
Genesee County turned out in record
numbers— morethan 25 percent — to
approve bond issues and millages in
severd local school digtricts.

Conflict over vote-by-mail

So it worked well. We have a
pandemic on our hands. Maybe vote-
by-mail is the best way to go, right?

Not o fadt.

(Continued on Page 11.)
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Photo of the Month: Back to the river, top to bottom, Nick Godlesky, Robert Bennett, Jeni Godlesky (Photo by Tom Travis)

With masks, gloves, sanitizing in place, Flint
Farmers’ Market reopening in phases

TheHint Farmers Market, closed
to the public since March 28, welcomed
back customers for the first time since
the shutdown, from 9 am. to 3 p.m.
Tuesday, June 2.

At first the market will be open
only Tuesdays and Thursdays, with the
exception of Thursday, June 4, when it
closed to alow the market to evaluate
the re-opening procedures from the first
trial date.

Curbside pickup will continue to
be available 1 to 5 p.m. Saturdays
through June, with pre-ordering open
online 10 am. to 5 p.m. Wednesdays.

A notice from the market said
33 of the 44 indoor vendors will open
up their spaces with Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) guidelines in
place.

The additional 11 vendors are
expected to join July 2.

Since the inside of the market
closed March 28, just a few outdoor
vendors have been sdlling on Saturdays

By Jan Worth-Nelson

under the outdoor pavilion.

The market also has offered
curbside pickup service two days a
week since March 29, providing an
average of 250 customers aweek with
fresh produce, baked goods and other
groceries.

No Saturdaysinside in June

The inside of the market will
remain closed on Saturdays in June.
However, the outside pavilion will be
open with socia distancing guideines

inplace9 am. to 5 p.m.

“When re-opening, we will pro-
vide a safe experience for al shoppers
and for our vendors,” Market Manager
Karianne Martus said. “We know how
much everyone has missed the market.
We are so thankful to the community
and to our customers for supporting our
small businesses during this shut
down!”

Several crucial changes will
bein place

Customers will notice many
changes, including the following, based
on CDC guiddlines and described in a
press rel ease from the market:

* Customers will be asked to
wear a mask or face covering upon
entering the market to shop. Grocery
workers are among the highest risk cate-
gory for exposureto Covid—19, therefore
the market is taking al reasonable pre-
cautionsto protect market workers.

(Continued on Page 5.)



online Wednesdays between 10 am.
and 5 p.m.

EVM Editor Jan Worth-Nelson can be
reached at janworth1118@gmail.com.

Unclassified ads

* Three-bedroom townhouse:
Available Aug.30, partially fur-
nished, hardwood floors, refrigera-
tor, range, 1% baths, laundry, off-
street parking. In the center of it all
on cul-de-sac Avon near Kearsley
St. Walk three blocks or less to UM-

Inside counter service opening up in June F, MCC, Cultural Center, down-

(Photo by Jan Worth-Nelson) town. References and credit check
requested. On-site management.

. : $650 a month plus utilities. E-mail:

... Market All restrooms will be closed ecuster@sbcglobal.net. Or write:

for five minutes at the top of each Apartment Box 9, 720 E. Second
hour so that market cleaning taff can | st., Flint M1 48503,

* Cugtomerswill beallowed in  sanitize the area. » Tools Needed: We are mentor-
the market through one door and will  Customers will find Purell ing a student enrolled in auto class
exit through another designated door, so  touchless hand sanitizer stations | & Mott. We are in need of tools.
that management can keep track of the  throughout the market as well as Clorox Please check grandpa's, dad's, of

number of people inside the market a&  Wipe dispensers so that they can clean Vrcﬁ)gcigolptl)io;;oggr/:’%t;io\;\; ﬁfgg

(Continued from Page 4.)

any given time. their hands or wipe off products as compression gauiges, etc; Thank you!
» All vendors will be wearing  needed while shopping. IT TAKES A VILLAGE and ther€'s
masks and gloves as required by the “We are hopeful that by July 2, the | none better than East Village. Call

ichi i i - Jarry at 714-342-7531.
I(\B/ltla?elzgi 8$a;;[m?|1te;f Agricultureand  market will be once again open dl three -%ne—bedroom Apartment for
; y th Department.  daysaweek withdl vendorsopenand able Rent: Clean, partially furnished
VendorswnlfoIIO\_/vALL ruless_aforthfor to greet .customers Eve_nt Space rer_ltds upstairs. WaI'king distance to UM’
safefood preparation and handling. Some  and public seating areaswill be determined Flint and Mott College. Call 810-
vendors will dso have plexiglass shidds by the State of Michigan guidelines for 625-3924 for appointment. Please
on counters. public gatherings” Martus said. leave amessage.
+ Samples will not be allowed. More information is available at * Apartment for L ease:
« Therewill benopublicseating  the market website or social media | Large(1600 sq. ft.) two-bedroom,
or event spaces open during themonth  pages. To order online for Saturday | Second-floor apartment on Crapo St.

of June. curbside pick-up, customers can go | Just off Keardey St. available early
July. Extra bedroom and study on

finished third floor. Featuring central
air conditioning, newer appliances,
sunroom, smokeless fireplace, hard-
wood floors, pantry, laundry, garage
with auto-door and other off-street
parking. $745 per month includes
water. Enjoy concerts, dance, art gal-
leries, theaters, planetarium, library,
museum, horticultural gardens and
art classes, K-8 charter school all
across the street. Five-minute-or-less
wak to UM-Flint, MCC, downtown,
Cultura Center, Farmers' Market.
References and credit check request-
ed. E-mail: ecuster @sbcglobal.net
Crust loaves may be available again o writeApa*tmmt 16, 720 E. Second
(Photo by Jan Worth-Nelson) St Hint, M1 48503.




Review

Latest Flint book, “Poisoned Water” belongs in
classrooms, libraries all over America

“Flint was an example of the nation
at itsworst but also its best.”
— Candy J. Cooper, Poisoned Water

I’ve just added a fourth book to
my personal collection of publications
about Flint's water crisis: Poisoned
Water: How the Citizens of Flint,
Michigan, Fought for Their Lives and
Warned the Nation, written by Candy J.
Caooper, with Marc Aronson, released in
May by Bloomsbury Publishing.

Cooper is a Pulitzer Prize finalist
and a Selden Ring Awardee for
Investigative Reporting. An Ann Arbor
native now of Montclair, NJ, she's been
a staff writer for four newspapers
including The Detroit Free
Press and San Francisco Examiner.

Aronson is author of a number of
nonfiction books for young adult audi-
ences including award-winning Eyes of
the World: Robert Capa, Gerda Taro,
and the Invention of Modern
Photojournalism. He isinvolved in a
variety of projects to channel works of
nonfiction to youth.

In fact, it was Aronson who con-
caved theideafor the book — onethat tar-
geted middle school readersin grades five
through eight — and took it to Coope.

“Hintisan X-ray of this country,”
he wrote, “and in today’s news cycle
world, a story everyone is gripped by
today can be forgotten by tomorrow.”
Pandemic prophetic? Perhaps.

Cooper was smitten right away by
the idea. “Why shouldn’t youth tell a
story for youth?” shemused. “Hintisa
sentingl; Flint tellsthe story of America;
the nation must listen to Flint.”

A growing bookshelf

Poisoned Water now joins Poison
on Tap, A Bridge Magazine Analys's (staff
of Bridge Magazine, 2016), The Poisoned
City (Anna Clark, 2018), and Flint Fights
Back (Benjamin J. Pauli, 2019) on my

By Harold C. Ford

bookshelf — the latter two reviewed
in Eagt Mllage Magazine.

Other booksinspired by Hint'swater
story include Power, Participation and
Protest in Flint Michigan (Ashley Nickds
2019), Learning, Recyding and Becoming
Heroes (Gale Glover, 2016), Artists
Treading Water: Defining the Flint Water
Crisis Through Art (Gale Glover,
2017), Appointments: A Flint Water Crids
Account (Carie Matern, JessycaMathews,
DeQuindra Renag, 2018), Flint: The Death
and Rebirth of a City: Unmeddng the Flint
Water Criss (Gde Glover, 2018), and of
course, What the Eyes Don't See (Mona
Hanna-Attisha, 2018).

A different kind of book

So, what distinguishes this water
crisis book from the others? It's the
intended adolescent audience, ages 10
and up. “I ... want to write about the
Flint water crisis for younger readers,”
explains Cooper in her prologue.

Thus, this reviewer channeled his
44 years in public education, including
eight full-time years at the middle
school level, for the task of review.
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For starters, Poisoned Water’s 24
chapters more than 230 pages are each
about 10 pages long —intellectudly bite-
sized and easly digestible for a younger
reader.

The text is sufficiently augmented
with nearly 50 photographs — many by
Flint Journal/MLive photographer Jake
May. Many faces will be identifiable to
thosefamiliar with Hint'swater sory: Claire
McClinton; Tony Pdladeno, Rick Snyder,
Nayyirah Shariff, Mona Hanna-Attisha,
MdissaMays LeeAnnWdters and others

Many other photos effectively cap-
ture key momentsin thewater crisisstory:
locd officiddom, glasses doft, unwitting-
ly toasting a tragic new chapter of Hint's
story; packed meetings filled with grim-
faced Hintstones looking for answers and
solutions; hand-scrawled signs filled with
angry protestations such as “ STOP POI-
SONING OUR CHILDREN"; the easlly
identifiable Fint Water Plant tower; and
the cutaway cross section of leed pipe that
sares out at the reeder like alamprey ed
looking for its next victim.

Thevocabulary seemsjust right —
easy enough for mogt, but with terms to
ingpire a dictionary assgnment: rankled;
contrarian; marginalized; redlining;
immunocompromised; phosphates;
biofilm; feca coliform bacteria; and the
oddly spelled phlegm.

Cooper boils down complex water
scienceinto language that amiddle school-
er can latch on to, such as her explanation
of TTHMs (totd trihd omethanes):

“But too much chlorine, when
mixed with organic material like dead
leaves, produced elevated total tri-
halomethanes, or TTHMs, chemical
byproducts that can lead to liver, kidney
or neurologicd disorders, and even can-
cer. Not right away, but over time.”

Captive audience

But could Cooper’s book capture

and keep the attention of a younger
(Continued on Page 7.)



... Poisoned

(Continued from Page 6.)

audience? The answer to that query
comes quickly: yes.

It happens right in Chapter One,
where Cooper introduces the unforget-
table Keishaun Wade, a sudent at Hint's
Southwestern Classical Academy.
Wade's grandparents earlier brought the
family from the “Jm Crow South” to a
“deeply segregeated Hint.”

Wade was born to teen parents. His
father never finished high schoal, resorted

to drug dedling, and ended up in and out of
prison during Wade's childhood years.
Wade's family moved a dozen times to
four different states, jumping from school
didrict to school didrict.

Wede eventudly landedin Hint and
a hopeful new start at Southwestern
Classical Academy. Not so much: lce-
cold classrooms with holes in the walls
and trash in the halls. Shuttered water
fountainsand empty water dispensers. An
opening morning routine “that felt to
Keashaun morelike practicefor prison life
than a stepping-stone to college.”

And, god forbid, “the higtory teecher
who turned on the tdevison news, wrote a
question on the board, and then played
computer solitaire for the rest of the dass”

Eventudly, a grandmother and an
aunt, an International Baccaaureete pro-
gram, some great teachers “who truly
cared,” and Wade's indomitable spirit
helped him to his high schoal diplomaand
a full-ride scholarship a Corndl. Cooper
darts and stops her book with Wade's
dory, and | willingly went dong for the
ride

Chapter One aso introduces the
reader to a historical overview of the
Hint River and its namesake city with an
able assst from Andrew Highamith and
his landmark work, Demolition Means
Progress. While ticking off points of
pride, the history told by Cooper and
Highamith is frequently unflattering and
not often found in Flint-area classrooms,
especidly when it comesto race;

“Hint was the third most racialy
segregated city in the country and the most
racidly segregated city in the North ...
Hint found itsdlf landlocked by white sub-
urbsmoreinterested in their ownimprove-
ment and survivd then in the old city, now
mgjority black, they hed left behind.”

Chapter Two takesusto and through
thewater switch, from LakeHuronwater to
Hint River water and one of thisreviewer's
favorite paragraphsin the book:

“And suddenly, river water streamed
into the city’s musty, old water trestment
plant ... It gurgled into Hint's underground
waterworks, pulsed through hundred-year-
old water mains, and then dispersed from
dl theindoor plumbing.

It circulated through water heaters
and washing machines, spurted out of
faucets and shower heads, doshed into
toilets, bathtubs, and snks. It cascaded
into kitchen pots of pastaand potatoes. It
topped off formula in baby bottles and
poured into pitchersto make Kool-Aid as
the days grew warmer ...”

A book for all ages

In chapter after chapter, Cooper’s
crigp imagery tha borders on brilliance at
times, her trandation of complex water
chemigtry for common folk, the continu-
ing introduction of bureaucratic villains

(Continued on Page 15.)



Land Bank aims to “make neighborhoods
whole again,” new director says

The Land Bank of Genesee County
owns, maintains and manages more than
15,000 propertiesin the City of Hint — a
whaopping 27 percent of thecity’sland.

Yet many in the community may
not know what itisand how it hasbecome
aleading influence on the city’slandscape
of abandonment and rehabilitation.

Of those 15,000-plus properties,
more than 9,000 are residentid and near-
ly 300 are commercid. According to its
2018/2019 budget, the Land Bank, a
nonprofit blend of public and private
interests enabled by state law since 2004,
sold 544 properties, generating nearly
$3.1 million in revenue.

Many of those properties come to
the Land Bank through tax foreclosures
and abandonments— properties other peo-
ple don't want, according to the Land
Bank’s new director, Michad Freeman.

And ingteed of dlowing a prolifer-
aion of ruin, the Land Bank, with a$4.88
million budget and full-time gtaff of 23
working out of its downtown headquar-
ters, atemptsto transform the property by
rehabbing the building, or demolishing it,
or dearing it to be aneighbor’s spare Iat,
or even, in some cases, facilitating a
neighborhood garden.

For the upkeep of its inventory,
every three weeks, Land Bank staff
maintain and mow 4,100 properties,
engaging nearly 1,250 residents, includ-
ing more than 500 youth, in improving
their neighborhoods. Land Bank data
suggests the organization has contributed
to diminating blight in and around Hint,
work vaued a more than $1.55 million.

Lifdong Flint-arearesident,
Freeman knowsthe ups and downs

All those details help Freeman, 49,
the new director of the Land Bank as of
May 18, explain why he wanted the job.

“As a lifelong resident of
Genesee County, |’ ve seen the econom-
ic ups and downs of the community,”
he said in a phone interview.

“And in our current Situation, with

By Tom Travis
loss of population and loss of economics
and dl the chdlenges we have, the Land
Bank isthereto flatten the curve, hdlp pro-
mote the economic welfare of our com-
munity, eiminate blight, make neighbor-

Michael Freeman
(Self photo)

hoodswhole again,” he said.

Freeman, aCarriage Town resident,
hasworked for 26 yearsin community and
economic development organizations.

“All those experienceshave brought
me here. | redly undersand the trandfor-
mative power of the Land Bank,” he sad.

Freeman’sresumeliss many expe-
riences rdevant to the tasks he is taking
on. That includes his most recent position
as chief operating officer and associate
director of programmeatic underwriting for
the City of Detroit’s Housing and
Revitdization Depatment.

Freeman explained a fundamen-
tal purpose of the Land Bank.

“The Land Bank owns about 27
percent of the city of Fint. The properties
the Land Bank has are sometimes vacant
lots, commercid structures” he said.

“Sometimes the structures are
occupied because it was a landlord that
owned it and didn't pay their taxes and it
wasn't the fault of the person residing in
the building, but the landlord,”  he added.
“We do very drong interventions to make
sure residents are not didocated.”

Among the chalenges, Freeman
sad, is to determine “whether or not we
become the landlord of the property and
make necessary improvements so that
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it'snot substandard, or whether wework
with the resdent to see if we can turn it
into a home ownership opportunity and
turn it into aland contract.”

Freeman emphasized, “We don't
want properties to go into foreclosure. We

want peopleto stay in their properties”

How the Land Bank began
and how it works

Asisrecounted on hiswebsite, U.S.
Congressman Dan Kildee, a Hint netive,
was the creator and developer of the Land
Bank. “Before being dected to Congress,
Dan created the Genesee County Land
Bank, a first-of-its-kind modd that has
redevel oped thousands of homes and
buildingsand brought over $100 millionin
economic development to our community.
Dan was the founder and CEO of a non-
profit organization, the Center for
Community Progress, which continues to
support economic development projects
across the country.”

The Land Bank was enabled in
2004 by dtate legidation to respond to a
tax-foreclosure cycle in Genesee
County. Michigan had atax foreclosure
process that hopelessly mired tax-
reverted propertiesin alegal limbo.

This contributed to urban decline
in FHint by keeping properties off of the
tax roll and out of circulation for up to
seven years. With the new process,
Michigan opened the door for communi-
ties to reclaim, reinvest in and rebuild
their neighborhoods, according to the
Land Bank website.

The Land Bank uses the amend-
ed tax law as a constructive community
development tool: avoiding the poten-
tial neglect or misuse that comes from
sdling land at auction.

The Land Bank assembles|and for
trandfer to adjacent homeowners, deve-
ops long- and short-term green spaces,
and assembles land for new housing and
commercial development. When the
Land Bank sells a property, we try to

make the foreclosing unit whole
(Continued on Page 9.)
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(Continued from Page 8.)

again. Wetry to return to them asmuch of
the actud revenue asthey logt.

Freeman explained the Land
Bank is separate and distinct from the
County Treasurer’s office. While having
governmental characteristics and
accountability, “it maintains an ‘arms
length’ relationship with the county
while maintaining itself as a separate
entity,” he said. The Land Bank is non-
profit and governed by a board of direc-
tors — of which Genesee County
Treasurer Deb Cherry isthe chairperson.

The objective is to restore the
integrity of the community by removing
dilapidated structures and redeveloping
abandoned properties, Freeman said.

How does a property get into
the Land Bank?

Freeman explained the county is
the foreclosing governmental unit —
they’ re the oneswho have theforeclosure.
The county does foreclosure interventions
with the property ownersaswell.

“We don't want properties to go
into foreclosure,” he emphasized. “We
want people to stay in them.”

Both the county and the Land
Bank have staff dedicated to work with
owners and tenants, he states, so resi-
dents can Stay in their homes. There are
intervention plans and the staff attempts
to work out payment plans.

“But in the event that the proper-
ty does go into tax foreclosure thereisa
fairly intricate process, including the
right of first refusal by the loca unit of
government,” Freeman said.

“There has to be a public purpose
explained for why they’re pulling down the
property. After that there are properties left
and are bundled and then the Land Bank is
the recaiver of those properties” he sad.

“So at that point we go through
acquiring title action, because these
titles are clouded titles. When the
actual title is clean, then we look at
what the disposition will be.
“Potentially it could be, for example,
a transfer where maybe there is a
neighbor next door who would like a

larger lot and they can acquire that
property. Is it a redevelopment
opportunity where additional housing
can be put in?’ Freeman said.

“We ve had neighborhood gardens
go in. Neghborhood associaions adopt
the property. We redly try to find a new
usefor the property. Because a the end of
the day, wedon't want the properties back.
We don't want the properties to go back
into foreclosure. We want these
properties to contribute to the tax base of
the city, which is a benefit to everybody.

“Before” on Eddy Street in Flint
(Photo provided by Land Bank)

The more tax revenue we can help the
localities generate, the better off they're
going to be with police, fire, streets,”
Freeman said.

“After” on Eddy Street in Flint
(Photo provided by Land Bank)

“Thet'swhy | think the Land Bank
isso criticd for the economic welfare of the
community, because we re helping rebuild
the tax base that quite honestly has been
eroding for years,” Freeman emphasized.

“We'retaking the properties
other peopledon’t want”

“We're taking the properties that
other people don’t want. We become the
caretakers for that property. The mis-
conception is that we're actively going
out and trying to acquire as much prop-
erty aswe can,” Freeman said.
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The Land Bank becomes
caretakersof last resort

“We become the caretakers of last
resort for alot of these properties. And so
that’swhy mowing and maintenanceisa
big challenge,” Freeman said.

People sometimes get upset
because they fed the properties are not
getting mowed or maintained as much
as needed, he acknowledged.

“But they wouldn’t be main-
tained asall if it wasn't for us. Sowe can
ensure that at least there is some basic
maintenance,” Freeman said.

Freeman points to what he
believesiscreative programming asapeath
to effective property maintenance. Instead
of hiring big lawn care and maintenance
firms, the Land Bank partnerswith neigh-
borhood associations who can apply for
vacant ot mowing and maintenance. Then
the Land Bank paysthe neighborsfor their
work directly.

“I see much better results when
you have neighborhood people taking
care of the properties,” Freeman said.
“Because they feel accountable, they
don’'t want people dumping on vacant
lots where they’ re mowing.”

“I live in a neighborhood that uses
Clean & Green, Cariage Town,” Freeman
noted. “Themaoney that wemakewepend
on eguipment used on the lots and use for
flowers on corners. And the money is
turned back into aninvestment for the prop-
eties Soit'sawin-win for everybody.”

Freeman added that in the Clean &
Green program, two food gardensinclud-
ed, flower gardens, trees and pocket parks
planted. The program aso has boarded 90
vacant gructures using decorative boards
painted to mimic doors and windows.

Significant for Flint is the Land
Bank's claim that there are 30 percent
fewer assaults and 40 percent fewer vio-
lent crimes overdl in Clean and Green
neighborhoods.

Morethan 1,700 residents paid
to help maintain and mow
Land Bank properties

“The maintenance and mowing
program has operated every year of the

Land Bank. We will continue to partner
(Continued on Page 10.)
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(Continued from Page 9.)
with neighborhoods for maintenance
and mowing as much as our budget will
alow,” Freeman said.

TheLand Bank’smoney for main-
tenance and mowing comes from resi-
dents who pay fines for their ddinquent
taxes. When people don't pay their taxes
on time and they are assessed afee, that
money goes toward maintenance and
mowing — supplying a yearly mainte-
nance budget of $1.7 million.

“Citieswith a robust population
will do better”

Freeman recalled when he most
recently worked for the City of Detroit, “ At
the City of Detroit there was a new initia
tive for the city about being a wecoming
city for immigrant populations” Therésa
sgnificant Centra American population
and Middle Eagtern population coming into
Detrait. Indudedisthe Bengdi family from
India who are dl building neighborhoods
and communitiesin Detroit.”

“We wanted to find out: how do
you make neighborhoods more dtractive
50 they can make business decisions and
invesmentsin recregtiond aress and hous-
ing to bolster populations?’ Freeman sad.

“Citieswith arobust populaionwill
do better,” he asserted. “More tax base,
more activity, less blight, less vacancy. So
thet's one direction that we'd loveto seeif
we can go with the City of Fint” “The
Land Bank represents the entire county.
And each community hasitsown develop-
ment desires, and we have to make sure
that in the out county we have asrobugt an
goproach to helping them ded with fore-
dosed properties” Freeman said.

“Lack of information and outreach”
factorsin negative PR

“| think the negative PR is propa:
gated by alack of information and out-
reach. The Land Bank does a lot of
amazing things that you don’t hear
about. You only hear about negatives
and the perception issues,” he said.

“So it's about educating people.
We are not actively trying to get your

property. We are not trying to build our
inventory. We're dealing with property
that nobody wants that has gone into
foreclosure. So we need to look at how
we provide that information.”

Oneproject in particular Freeman
wished had had better public relations
was the Durant Hotel.

He said many people thought the
Land Bank was putting $28 million into
the Durant — but they didn't.

“Infact it wasactudly investors —
that’s how we were able to get dallars to
that particular project. What people don't
know isthat it was part of what was caled
a cross collaterdized TIF (tax increment
financing) didtrict.”

Freeman explains, “ The city did-
n’'t have enough money for demolition.
So every blighted property that needed
to be torn down wetied it to the Durant
Hotel, understanding that demolition
doesn’t create new tax revenue. There's
no new money created by doing demo-
lition. It's through the development.”

So the TIF money generated
from the development of the Durant
paid for demalitionsin al the neighbor-
hoods throughout the city of Flint.
Those demoalitions would never have
happened.

“So that was smart; it was inno-
vative. People looked at this across the
country as an innovative way to gener-
ate revenue to support neighborhoods
where thereisn't money.”

“But on the surface dl people saw
was — you're putting $28 miillion into
this project when you should have put that
money into our neighborhoods. That
money never could have gone into the
neighborhoods. The investors weren't
looking to make that kind of investment;
they wanted to invest in the Durant.”

“But the Land Bank made that
project pay for other things to support
the neighborhoods. The public knew
half the story but that’s the other half
that they didn’'t know.”

Freeman said he understands that
the Land Bank “has to be there to talk
about what we're doing and how we're
doing it. We have to be transparent, we
haveto be open. We haveto hel p educate

people.”
“Some people may be unwilling
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to change their minds, but “we have to
give them that opportunity.”

Freeman and Kildee friendship

Freeman worked for Dan Kildee,
the firgt director of the Land Bark, & the
Center for Community Progress for sever-
a years before Kildee was elected to
Congress, representing the Fifth Didtrict.
Freeman said he provided technica assis
tanceto land banks and land bank-like enti-
tiesin Michigan and across the country.

The day Freeman was offered the
Land Bank position, he said Kildee reached
out to him and said, “We're going to St
down and look a new waysthe Land Bank
can partner with the community to take
advantage of philanthropic and federal
resources and the rale of the Land Bark.”

In aletter to the Land Bank cdle-
brating its 10th anniversary in 2014, Kildee
said, “The Land Bank’s story isabout peo-
ple who have seen the burned- out house
next door transformed into a green pece;
it's about people who have watched new
development occur in places long forgot-
ten and considered beyond repair. Andit's
about people who have seen the dream of
home ownership materidize after thinking
they would never know the security of
owning the place where they live”

Asfor thefuture, Freeman said the
Land Bank will be looking for new ideas
and partnering for development to attract
new people and forge anew base.

“We want to work oursdves out of
business some day,” Freeman concluded.

“Some day we won't need a Land Bank.
But until that time it's going to be through
partnerships with the dity and other deve-
opersto make urethat every neighborhood
inthe dity ismedewhdle, and that wework
with them and aswell with the county.”

The former Land Bank director,
Michele Wildman, has taken a position
in Governor Whitmer’s cabinet as sen-
ior vice president of community devel-
opment with the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation (MEDC).

EVM Assistant Editor Tom Travis can
be reached at tomntravis@gmail.com.
EVM Editor Jan Worth-Nelson con-
tributed to this story. She can be
reached at janworth1118@gmail.com.
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The proposal to move to voting
by mail has met with opposition. Some
of it is concern about the mechanics of
the mail process, and how quickly our
system could change. Some of it is
purely partisan, where one party feels
that turning out more voters would hurt
their chances for victory. President
Trump and Michigan Secretary of State
Jocelyn Benson exchanged angry tweets
as he threatened to withhold federal
funds over her recent move to encour-
age mail-in voting.

So what are the advantages and
disadvantages of voting by mail?

Advantages

1. Many states dready have used
the system with few problems. The fear
that it would lead to fraud seems
unfounded. In al the elections held
between 2000 and 2012, only 491 cases
of absentee voter fraud were encoun-
tered out of hundreds of millions of
votes cast.

2. \Voting by mail increases voter
turnout and participation. When Oregon
implemented itsvote-by-mail process, the
turnout incressed by a least 10 percent.
Other states reported similar results.
Genesee County’s May eection showed
an even more dramatic increase for what
isusudly avery low turnout election.

3. A vote-by-mail system gives
voters more time to study proposals and
candidates.

4. 1t doesn't seem to favor one
party over another. One of the major
sources of opposition to voting by mail
is from Republicans, who feel that it
would favor Democrats. Some
Democrats favor the proposal for the
same reason. But most serious research
suggests that a well-run vote-by-mail
system would increase the electorate,
but would guarantee no automatic
advantage for either party.

5. 1t would save money. When
Oregon moved to an al-mail system,
they saved about 30 percent of the cost
of running elections by not having to
maintain polling places or pay as many

poll workers.

It would be heathier. Inatime of
COVID-19, it would limit the spread of
the virus by keeping us at home rather
than gathering at the polls. That was a
major concern when Wisconsin held its
traditional primary as the COVID cri-
Sis began.

Disadvantages

1. It might increase the possibility
of fraud. Whenvoting takes place outsde
of the public eye, thereisthe possibility of
coercion or undue influence on voters.
Even scholars who argue that voter fraud
israre admit that absentee voting is more
prone to fraud that in-person voting.
Smilarly, while actud fraud israre, voter
regigration lists are often inaccurate, and
could result in ballot applications to dead
votersor indigible voters.

2. Some argue that voter turnout
doesn't increase in the long run. While
Oregon showed asharp increasein turnout
when it firgt used the mail-in option, the
levesdipped in later years.

3. It'sexpensveto set up. Whileit
may be chegper in the long run for sates
to use dl-mail voting, theinitid coss can
be substantid, and might be a chdlenge
for state and loca governmentsto imple-
ment in time for the Aug. 4 and Nov. 3,
2020, eections.

4. In those cases where voters
have to pay postage, some may fed that
it an unfair financial burden, and a kind
of a“poll tax.” That small cost might
discourage some voters.

5. There can beerrorsin handling
mailed-in votes. Errors, or late delivery
of mailed-in votes, could prevent voters
from having their ballots counted or
could delay results.

6. Some may regret the loss of a
voting tradition. Thereisalong custom
of voters showing up in person, walking
the gauntlet of candidates with flyersin
hand, and greeting their neighbors as
they go in to mark their ballots.

Future challenges

While mogt of the arguments favor
some sort of voting-by-mail system, and
there are good reasonsto consider it, there
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are gill some serious concerns for locd
eection adminigrators. While it worked
wel for alimited dectionin May, it might
take more changes to make it work well
for a dramatically larger countywide,
statewide, and nationwide election in
August and November. Will locd offi-
cids have the funds and the time to make
atrandtion to anew sysem? If thereare
problems, as there can be with any new
project, will it undermine the trust in our
eection system, which is dready facing
challenges? Will losing candidates blame
the new system for their loss?

A timefor vote-by-mail

Allinal, even with some concerns,
thereis much to be said for amail-in sys-
tem, and it sastep intheright direction. It
has worked well where it has been used.
Provisonsaremadefor thosewho wish to
— or need to— votein person. It brings
more voters into the system, and it gives
them more time to study the ballot. It
saves money, and it may keep us hedthier
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Mot of
the concerns over fraud and partisan
favoritism seem overblown.

Genesee County Clerk John
Gleason is a strong supporter of voting
by mail and expanding the dlectorate. He
sad, “I’'m not one bit concerned about
how folksvote, asmuch as| am that they
vote. Because of the horrific cogts both
in human life and personal possessions, |
don't fed voting isonly aright. Itisa
gift. So, ‘Let’sLift the Gift!"”

With any new ides, there may be
challenges and problems. But it makes
alot of sense, especialy in a time of
COVID-19. We may be surprised how
well it works.

But if it doesn't work, we can
always go back to dropping rocks into
Grecian urns.

EVM Columnist Paul Rozycki can be
reached at paul.rozycki@mcc.edu.
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Democracy Beat

City Council accepts $550,000 C.S.Mott grant
addition; Mayor scolds Council President
for attack on City Clerk; Galloway apologizes

The City Council approved a
budget amendment for agrant extension
of $550,000 from the C.S. Mott
Foundation and passed aresolution for a
tax abatement on a commercia proper-
ty on the east side of Flint at a Tuesday,
May 27, meeting conducted electroni-
cdly viatele/video.

The Council also scheduled an
electronic/video Special City Council
mesting for 1 p.m. Thursday, May 28, to
discuss the 2021/2022 city budget.
However, on Thursday no quorum was
achieved and the meeting concluded after
an unofficia discusson.

The Tuesday meeting led to an
exchange between Council President
Monica Galloway and City Clerk Inez
Brown that led Mayor Sheldon
Neeley to issue a statement soon after-
ward scolding Galloway for her
behavior and treatment of the long-
time clerk. Galloway later apolo-
gized.

C.S. Mott Foundation adds $550,000
toagrant for the City of Flint

The council voted to approve the
extension of a grant from the Charles
Stewart Mott Foundation. The grant was
originally awarded in 2017 to the City of
Flint for $417,199; with the added
amount, the total is $300,955.

A letter from the Mott Foundation
attached to the agenda packet explained
the breskdown amounts of the overal
grant: $350,955 isto be used for daries,
$375,000 is to be used for consultants,
and $75,000 is to be used for equipment
in the water plant.

City Administrator Clyde
Edwards explained the additional
amount will be placed into the budget
to fund the city for agrant writer, salary
for the city’s Economic Development

By Tom Travis

team, a portion of the salary for the
Department of Public Works Director
and the “Rebuild Hint the Right Way”
program.

Six council members voted yes;
Councilpersons Jerri Winfrey-Carter
(5th Ward) and Monica Galloway (7th
Ward) voted no, and Councilperson Eric
Mays (1st Ward) abstained.

General information regarding
the Mott Foundation grant procedures
and other grant related questions can be
viewed at their site, mott.org.

Ashley Furniture set to receive tax
abatement to moveinto old Tar get
store on Lapeer Road

The council approved the estab-
lishment of an ” Obsolete Property
Rehabilitation Digtrict” (OPRD designa
tion) for Ashley Furniture, presently
located on Linden Road in Flint
Township, to relocate their retail and
warehouse space to the old Target soreat
3701 Lapeer Rd. (at the intersection of
Center and Lapeer Roads).

Obsolete Property Rehabilitation
Act (OPRA) was established by the
Michigan legidature in 2000. It alows
for atax exemption for a property dur-
ing aperiod of 1 to 12 years. The reso-
lution for the Lapeer Road property
passed last night sets the tax abatement
for a5 year period.

Before a property can enter into
an OPRA agreement the area where the
property exists must be established first
as an OPRD. The council’s resolution
approved 3701 Lapeer Rd. to be estab-
lished as an OPRD.

State law gives cities permis-
sion to establish OPRDs within the
city limits. There will be a public
hearing about this tax exemption at a
later date, according to Suzanne
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Wilcox, Director of Planning and
Development.

Special council meetings cancelled
duetolack of quorum

Two televideo special meetings
were scheduled for May 18 to discuss
the 2021/2022 city budget, but were
caled off dueto alack of quorum.

Nonetheless, the council spent
three hours unofficially discussing the
budget.

Mayor Nedley scolds Council
President Monica Galloway for
“flippant and ageist” commentsto
City Clerk Inez Brown

Four hours into the six-hour
mesting that lasted from 5:30 to 11:30
p.m., Council President Monica
Galloway began a dialog with City
Clerk Inez Brown which turned into a
heated exchange.

Many council members jumped
in, gaining the floor by saying “point of
order.” Councilpersons Jerri Winfrey-
Carter and Eric Mays both advised
Galoway to “cam down.”

The dialog centered around an
email between Galloway, Brown and
Councilperson Kate Fields after a previ-
ouscity council budget hearing or assome
arecdlingit "asesson" becauseit wasnot
an officid City Council mesting.

The Galloway exchange prompt-
ed an email scolding from The City of
Flint today designated as a press release
for immediate release.”

“Mayor Sheldon Neeley is
denouncing Council President Monica
Galoway for her mistreatment of City
Clerk Inez Brown during the Hint City
Council medting on May 26, 2020," the

datement reed. “Ms. Galloway repestedly
(Continued on Page 15.)
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(Continued from Page 14.)

taked over, interrupted and spoke conde-
scendingly to Clerk Brown for 8 minutes
until other Council members intervened.”

The email statement quoted 2nd
Ward Councilperson and Council Vice
President Maurice Davis as saying,
“You're the chair; you' re not the dictator.
You're out of order, Madam President.
You are disrespecting the derk,”

The statement continued that “Ms

Gdloway rejected hispoint, but the rest of
City Council stood firm and successfully
overrode her decison” to refuse to dlow
Brown to continue an explanation.
“Ms Gdloway explained her behavior to
her fellow Council memberswith aflippant
and ageid response,”  the city Statement
continued, saying that Galoway asserted,
“I am chdlenged with working with Ms.
Brownfromtime-to-time, and | havetotdk
to people who help me work things
through,” and that Galoway added, “It's
like working with your grandmother.”

Quoting Mayor Nedley, the Sate-

ment continued, “Ms. Galloway’s
actions are especially concerning
because the Clerk is appointed by the
City Council. No employee should be
treated in that disrespectful manner, espe-
cialy one who has honorably served this
community for more than 20 years.

“This is a place of business and
even disagreements must be handled
professionaly. Shame on Ms. Galloway
for this abusive treatment of staff,”
Mayor Nedey said.

The emall ended, “Inez Brown has
served as City of Hint derk since 1997 and
with seven different City Councils Shewas
alowed to finish answering the question
after Galoway wasruled out of order.”

The email included a statement
from Inez Brown herself.

“For meto hear thiskind of thing
over one small meeting where no deci-
sions were made, just dialogue took
place, isrealy appaling,” she said.

Galloway reboots

At the next meeting, Galloway

came back to the incident and said that
she had apologized to Brown.

“| am disappointed about thedidog
between Ms. Brown and I,” Galloway
sad. “I repect her. Sheishighly regard-
ed by me and the community.”

How the public can participate

The public may participate in the
council meetings by emailing comments
to CouncilPublicComment@cityof-
flint.com no later than 10 minutes prior
to the start of the meeting. The emailed
commentswill beread by the City Clerk.

Those with disabilitiesmay partic-
ipate in the meetings by the above men-
tioned URL and by emailing arequest for
accommodation with the subject
line Request for Accommodation.

Anyone with further questions
about participating in the council meet-
ing may cal the City Clerk’s office at
810-766-7418.

EVM Assistant Editor Tom Travis can
be reached at tomntravis@gmail.com

... Silly Walks

(Continued from Page 16.)

nests. But we don’'t care. Wethink it's
funny.

And sometimes, now, there are
the cherished moments, driveway or
the street between us, with neighbors.
It's good to see them in person.
Neighborliness has been enriched by
COVID here. Masks in place, we call
out, “Are you okay? We hand off lit-
tle pots of tomato starts and chicken
wire and leftover produce and stories.
We make jokes. We try to make the
children laugh. We pull little pranks. |
declared our sidewalk a “silly walk”
zone, with a sign inviting Monty
Python wannabes, and a couple of
times a day, if I’'m watching, I'll see
somebody prance, leap or jiggle —
apparently not caring if anybody elseis
looking, with endearing abandon —
and it makes my day.

It's the little victories, isn't it,
that help us survive? I'm not back to
walking yet, but | AM sitting less,
doing yoga in a morning Zoom class,

and attaining a certain serenity while |
fold the clothes.

Today was a good day: All the
socks matched up. Amazing. | think
tonight I’ll Sleep in peace.

Loveto all — out of our strength,
sorrow, humor, and endurance, we will
get by.

EVM Editor Jan Worth-Nelson can be
reached at janworth1118@gmail.com.

Support community journalism!

Donations to Egst Village Magazine
are tax deductible. For easy giving,
g0 to: eastvillagemagazine.org

... Poisoned

(Continued from Page 7.)

and citizen-superheroes, and the narra-
tive's spotlight repeatedly shining on
Flint's children victims makes Poisoned
Water abook for dl ages.

A copy of this book should be
available in libraries and classrooms all
over America. Class setsshould comfort-
ably find their way into language arts, sci-
ence and socid sudies classrooms.,

EVM Saff Witer, education beat reporter,
and frequent reviewer, Harold C. Ford ,can
be reached at hcford1185@gmeail.com

Diana Phillips

State Representative — District 34
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Village Life

Of a big green chair, too much TV, two bad
haircuts and the Ministry of Silly Walks

| seem to have been sitting too
long.

Day after day of it. Day after
day, for about 75 days now, obsessed
with numbers, 1've pretzeled myself
into a big green chair too close to a
glaring screen.

The chair is sort of a comfort —
it's wide enough to accommodate the
girth of me, widened by what |'ve
come to cal my “Trump Ten.” Okay,
maybeit's 15 by now. The chair is deep
enough to make me feel safely
ensconced, asthetoo-large faceson the
TV screen shout, cry, bemoan, grieve,
predict, attack, worry, argue, advise.
Occasionally — oh, occasionally, but
never enough — the faces offer asmile
— now most often masked, or a chuck-
le or a heartfelt tear.

I know | should tear myself
away. | know there are people around
me who are making the most of it,
cooking nice dinners, playing music
for their neighbors, reading books
rediscovered on dusty shelves, planting
hopeful gardens of tomatoes and
squash and melons.

But me — much of the past two
months, going on three, I’'ve been
glued that green easy chair, mesmer-
ized by what is without doubt the
biggest story of our lives so far. |
can't resist the daily drama, the num-
bers, the numbers — the horrifying,
fascinating machinations and presi-
dential chaos, the feeling that we're
watching the dominos fall, the life-
threatening collapse, in collective
panic and mistrust.

How will it turn out? It's like a
fat Russian novel inthemaking, and, in
my 70t year, | suspect | might not live
long enough to see the denouement.

At first | took long walks every
day, bursting out of our cloistered life
into the eerily deserted streets— in the
early weeks when out of fear and con-
Sideration of otherswe didn’t know if it

By Jan Worth-Nelson
was safe to crack the front door even an
inch.

Those walks kept me sane.
Therewas aspecia spot along the way,
on a little pastoral section of Cadet
toward Pierce Park, where | found
myself actually yelling up into the
clouds — offering thanks to Mother
Nature, greeting the trees, old ladies
who like me have made it through
another unbelievably stressful winter. |
didn't care if anybody heard me — it
felt good ... the suspect droplets from
my mouth, my hollered catharsis, not

You have now . W
'W entered the jurisdics:
the Ministry of Silly ﬂ/"ﬂ""’" "

nce silly walking (¥ P>
com";:-.mediafelyv '

gt BB T
Jan’s “Silly Walk” sign
(Sign by Kim Speer)

within blocks of any other human.

Once | ran across a quintet of
deer leaping through the woods just to
my right. | greeted them, gratefully,
too, and told them to be careful not to
get slammed on 1-69. | hope there's
enough room for them in the over-
grown acreage of the old nine-hole,
where flocks of red-winged blackbirds
do their singular peals from the tops of
light poles.

After those walks I'd rush back
to the green chair, folding myself back
into safety and addiction.

And then, a couple of weeks ago,
my leg started acting up, an ache and
piercing pain down my backside, trav-
eling from my overly cushy derriere to
my toes. Getting up out of the chair
kept getting harder and harder. On my
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walks, my hip hurt and I'd end up
limping the last few blocks. So |
stopped.

It seems sitting wrapped up in
tragedy in front of a giant screen for
weeks on end isn't that great for the
spine. I've bruised my body with self-
hugging, strained some muscles, ironi-
cally out of my instincts toward protec-
tion.

My body woke me up with pain.
You're hurting me, my body said.

S0, I've had to ped mysdlf away
from the green chair, little by little. It's
not that anything in this beat-up, scary
old world is getting any better. But
outside my darkened den, there is this
thing called daily life.

The birds have been magnificent.
Outside, there have been orioles, flash-
ing orange from tree to greening
ground to feeder. And there were two
rosebreasted grosbeak couples. And a
flicker with his handsome black bib
and red top knot. And finches, robins
redwings, blue jays, nuthatches, and
cardinals. There are rabbits and a wad-
dling groundhog and chipmunks to
keep track of.

They know nothing, it seems,
nor do they care, about COVID-19 or
Donald Trump.

There have been our daily ritu-
als, my husband venturing out for
morning coffee, a sweet time together
when he comes back with breakfast
victuals and news. There's been the
rediscovery, again, day after day, of
guotidian meditations: emptying the
dishwasher, folding laundry ... each
day an opportunity to make life better
in small, noticeable ways.

My husband and | cut each
other’s hair, chopping away hilariously
and a bit madly in our sunroom, leav-
ing us both looking like concentration
camp survivors, I'm told, fluffs of hair

sailing out into the backyard for birds
(Continued on Page 15.)
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