


620 W. Court St
Flint M| 48503
810 - 407 - 6402

totembooksgm@gmail.com

o

The Tom Sumner Program

B
o
o
K
S

Produced live weekdays from 9 to noon

e
o @totembooksflint

Ways to listen... | | BOOKS - VINYL - CAFE

% STREAM IT ON-LINE:
www.tomsum nerprogram.com
(810) 339-8255 (TALK)

* ON THE RADIO: VERN'S
WFOV 92.1 FMin Flint f§¥ m COLLISION INC.

& ARCHIVED: i

Episodes & Podcasts i it Free Loaners
: » Unibody ¢ Frame

s » Paint Specialists « Glass
}7 Welchert curtemes - Stat IOt'f‘ d Mechani
4 #A/)ﬂ ALTC ate-certified Mechanics
[ 4 J’l/l/f_

Mark Fisher
Your College Cultural I\/IOI’e than 40 yeaI’S

reater at the same
Buying or Selling? .
I'm here to help! location.

810-285-8624 | | (810) 232-6751

markfishersells.com )
4265 E. Court Street, Burton M| 48509 2409 Davison Rd.

Due to a recent surge in Covid-19 cases we will be closed,
but we'll re-open for our B-day Bash, Black Friday - Saturday

Thank you for supporting small local business!

VIETNAMESE CUISINE

S, ‘}&aftﬁy Home
@t@d@{}’ CaningI

J;b, S 810-235-1968
© nf» Flint Farmers’ Market

Showing.Nov. 27,2020 LONGIW.AY/(‘m

= RE/MAX
' EDGE
HEuUOE l'hrOUSh Jan. 3, 2021 PLANETARIUM
FREE Home Showtimes at
Warranty SloanLongway.org/CosmicChristmas
Fiint'’s Resident Realtor Closed Dec. 24, 25, 31, and Jan. 1

The Name Trusted in R E m
More Neighborhoods yan fashoo

(810) 234-1234 B mis & Enjoy a Christmas light show featuring
www.RyanEashoo.com 16 holiday songs to fill you with cheer,

all set to stunning 4k visuals in a

festival of Christmas splendor.

Genesee County Residents: $3.50
adults, $2.50 seniors, $2.50 youth
ages 2-11

. Kearsley St.

Downtown Flint
Open Monday-Saturday

Facebook.com/consclidatedbarbershop

Longway Planetarium | 1310 E. Kearsley St. Flint, MI 48503 | 810-237-3400



=

4 qi_.

Easf illage

Magazine
Vol. LVIII No.12 Nov./Dec. 2020

Founder Gary P. Custer
Tom Travis

Jan Worth-Nelson
Ted Nelson
Danielle Ward
Harold C. Ford
Madeleine Graham
Patsy Isenberg
Zach Neithercut
Coner Segren

Jan Woth-Nelson
Teddy Robertson
Paul Rosycki
Edwin D. Custer

Managing Editor
Consulting Editor
Consulting Editor

Copy Editor
Reporters

Columnists

Photographer

Distribution Staff

Director: Edwin D. Custer. Staff: Sue Bailey, Kim
Bargy, Jacob Blumner, Connor Coyne & Ruby Coyne,
Casey Cudter, Caraline Fechik, Chrigtine & Patrick
Figgins, Marabeth Foreman, Charlie & Linda &
Patrick & Terrance & Christan & Jllianne Goldsberry,
Ingrid Halling & Bob Thomeas, Patsy | senberg, Robert
Jewell, Carol Larzelere Kellermann, Stephen
Kellermann, Jo Larzelere, Mary LeRoy, James &
Lillian& LiviaLondrigen, Alan & JulieLynch, Ron &
Mary Meeker, Robert & Nancy Meszko, Ted Nelson,
Dave & Becky Pettengill, Dick Ramsdell, Julian
Rodriquez, Paul Rozycki, Mike Spleet, Kim & Ronan
& Jude Streby, Holly West, and Karen Wilkinson.

Board of Trustees
* Falessia Booker ¢ Edwin D. Custer
* Alex Gibb e Jack D. Minore
ePaul Rozycki ¢ Robert R. Thomas
¢ Jan Worth-Nelson, xo

720 E. Second St.
Flint, Mich. 48503
(810) 233-7459

Web Site: eastvillagemagazine.org
E-mail: eastvillage@sbcglobal.net

Layout by Ted Nelson. Printing by Riegle Press
Inc., 1282 N. Gale Rd., Davison, Mich. 48423.

The East Village Magazine is a program of the
Village Information Center Inc., a nonprofit cor-
poration. We welcome material from readers, but
all submissions become the property of the publi-
cation and if published will be edited to conform
to the editorial style and policies of the publica-
tion. All inquiries about the publication should be
mailed to East Village Magazine, Village
Information Center, 720 E. Second St., Flint,
Mich. 48503. Distribution is the second Saturday
of each month. Display advertising rates are
$34.00 a column-inch plus any other costs.
Unclassified ads are $2.50 a printed line or part of
a printed line. Rates subject to change without
notice. The deadline for advertising is 10 days
before each publication date.

© 2020 East Village Magazine

Commentary
Biden wins — what does it all mean?
Ten takeaways from the 2020 election

By Paul Rozycki

In a year of pandemics, racial
division, economic crisis, and the most
divisvedectioninthelast century, it'sa
challenge to uncover the things that
redly matter in this year's presidential
election.

In the last weeks, we've al had
wall-to-wall coverageand analysisof this
year’s presidential contest. It may be
months, or years, before we fully unrav-
e the full impact and the meaning of the
Trump presidency and its aftermath.

President-elect Joe iden

outside Berston Field House
Photo by Paul Rozycki

And it may take as long to assess
the impact of the Biden presidency as he
begins to tackle the crisis of 2020. Yet,
with those limitations, there are severd
things that have emerged from thisyear’s
election that will metter for the future.

In no particular order, here are a
few significant takeaways from this
year's election.

1. Therewasno Blue Wave.

The victory of Joe Biden was
certainly a reason to celebrate for
Democrats. Yet, the expected Blue
Wave, which was supposed to give
Democrats a dramatic increase in
membership in the U.S. Senate,
House and state legislatures didn’t
happen.

While Democrats have a chance
to win a mgjority in the Senate, based
on two specia elections in Georgia,
they logt at least five seatsin the House,
and lost ground in state legislatures.

While the state legidatures didn’'t get
much coverage on election night, they
are important because next year will be
time to draw new election digtricts for
the next decade, and state lawmakers
lead the process.

2. IsthereaBlueWall?

One of the biggest surprisesin the
2016 eection was Trump's victories in
the ‘Blue Wall’ — the states of
Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania,
which had voted for Democratsfor near-
ly the last 30 years. Everyone assumed
that Hillary had those dtates in the bag
and Trump took them al, giving him his
margin of victory. Biden regained those
states, but the margins were close, and
the Blue Wall may be more of a‘Purple
Wall’ in the future where either party has
achance of winning.

3. Demography is destiny.

It'sno surprise that the makeup of
the nation’s population is aways chang-
ing. Millennialsare about to outnumber
Baby Boomers, and Black and Hispanic
minorities are on track to outnumber
whitesin the decadesto come. Theelec-
tion of Kamala Harris, as the first
woman, Black, and Asian to be vice
president highlights the direction of the
country in the future. Based on current
patterns, that should favor Democrats.

4. How will both parties change?

The Republican Party has long
been the party of business, limited gov-
ernment, balanced budgets and tradi-
tional values. They till retain much of
that support but will they become the
party of white, working class, union
voters that have been part of the
Democratic Party? Will they become
the party of Trump? Will the
Democrats become the party of the
urban, college educated and minority
voters? Both parties may have a differ-
ent look in the future. Traditional loy-
aties have shifted. Though a large
majority of both Hispanic and Black
voters typically support Democrats, an

(Continued on Page 12.)

Cover: Brush Alley and E. 2nd Street. Artist isKevin Burdick.
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Photo of the Month: Flint Town mural created by Bron Theron and Lisa Hirata

Photograph by Edwin D. Custer

Education Beat
Three newcomers elected make an all female
Flint school board; host of challenges await

The Flint Community Schools
(FCS) Board of Education will have a
new look in 2021. Joyce EllisMcNed,
(9.13 percent/9,409 votes), Anita M.
Moore (8.78 percent/9,053 votes), and
Laura Gillespie Macintyre (6.09 per-
cent/6,277 votes) were elected to six-
year terms that begin Jan.1, 2021 and
end in 2026.

(Note: Percentages and votes are
from those posted at the website of the
Genesee County Clerk’s Office on Nov.
4, 2020 at 6:57 p.m.)

The remainder of the crowded
field of a dozen candidates included:
Ariana Hawk (5.45 percent/5,618
votes); Timothy Abdul-Matin (4.9 per-
cent of the vote/5,052 votes); Mario
DeSean Booker (4.8 percent/4,942
votes); Billie D. Mitchell (4.75 per-
cent/4,894 votes); Michael D. Doan (3.9
percent/4,024 votes); Antonio V. Forte
Il (2.96 percent/3,055 votes); Leondrew
Wedley (2.87 percent/2,961votes); Jaron

By Harold C. Ford
Houston (2.83 percent/2,918 votes); and
Roemon M. Murphy (2.63 per-
cent/2,711votes).

Ellis-McNeal, Moore and
Gillespie-Macintyre will replace
three incumbent board members who
opted not to run for the seats they
currently hold. Casey Lester, board
president (with nearly two years on
the board); Betty Ramsdell, secretary
(11 years); and Blake Strozier,
trustee (10 years); take more than
two decades of Flint board experi-
ence with them as they step down at
the end of December.

The three newly-elected board
members will join four others on the
seven-person board: Diana Wright,
vice president; Danielle Green, treasur-
er; and trustees Carol Mclntosh and
Vera Perry. Flint's school board will be
an all-female panel, perhaps for the
first time in the digtrict's history. The
board will hold itsannual organization-

4

al meeting on Jan. 13, 2021 to elect
new officers.

EVM Special Edition

All three winning candidates submitted
responses for East Village
Magazine's (EVM) Specia Edition on
the FCS board election. Candidates were
asked for ashort biography and respons-
es to three questions. Their full
responses to EVM's queries can be
found at the EVM website exactly as
the candidates submitted them,
including in the excerpts below.
Candidates were asked by EVM:
1) how to stem the erosion of students
from Flint schools; 2) to comment on
the three-year improvement plan with
the state of Michigan to increase student
attendance, improve standardized test
scores, and reduce student suspensions;
3) to comment on the state of financia
affairsin the school district.
(Continued on Page 5.)



... Newcomers

(Continued from Page 4.)

Joyce EllisMcNeal

EllissMcNeal’s Facebook page
indicates she is self-employed with
Round 2 Education & Research Center,
Inc. Education achievements, according
to the website, include a Master of
Public Administration degree from
Central Michigan University.

Newly elected Flint Community

School Board member
Joyce Ellis-McNeal

Photo provided by Ellis-McNeal

Ellis-McNeal’s response
to EVM indicated she has been an FCS
learning support specialist, guest
teacher, and literacy specidist.

In her written responses
to EVM, EllissMcNeal said, in part,
that “stabilizing student population
cannot be done with out first deter-
mine how much money will FCS need
to maintain stability in staffing and
services.”

She said that “improving test
scores and reduce suspension are attain-
able goals, which | have worked in
schools and see that this can be
done...we must remodel our school
infrastructures and create a new way of
teaching our children to be self-suffi-
cient.”

About FCS finances, Ellis-
McNeal wrote: “I would like to look
more into expenditures and once
again, due to Pandemic and Flint
Water Crisis more federal assistant is
needed, as well as the recent past

Mileage.”

Anita Moore

In her response to EVM' s request
for ashort bio, Moorewrote, in part, that
she was “born and raised in North
Carolina found her education founda-
tion early. It was aways a naturd niche
for her. Got to babysitter and friendly
neighbor in the hood, followed her call-
ing asafresh high-school graduate mak-
ing magic in Michigan pursuing her
undergrad in Early Childhood
Education with studied interest in fine
arts and Spanish.”

Moore aso cites “self-study in
metaphysics, yoga and alternative natu-
ral living formed away to merge educer
tion with the essence of exigting.”

About stabilizing the FCS student
population, Moore wrote: “An increase
in the student body would be a direct

Anita Moore
Photo provided by Moore

display of needs being met by the
school’s services, overall. Seeking star
bility and strength within Home-schoal
partnerships.”

Moore wrote, in part, that
meeting state partnership goals
would include: “restructuring the
system ... consideration of how stu-
dents learn; minimizing time, maxi-
mizing efforts; taking into account
the physical foundations/buildings
and environment that learning takes
place; adapt(ing) new approaches
that reflect real life experience;
mak(ing) students want to show up
ready and willing; stabilizing assis-
tance for the home lives of the atten-
dees ... revolutionizing outdated
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systems; continued education/updat-
ing for educators.”

About school finances, she wrote
“I'm definitely interested in more
insight on this subject. Overal, society’s
shift is toward sustainable solutions.”

Newly elected Flint Community
School Board member
Laura Gillespie-Macintyre
Photo provided by Gillespie-MacIntyre

Laura Gillespie Maclntyre

In her written response to EVM,
Gillespie-Macintyre wrote, in part, that
she“isan educator ... public sociologist
... Hint native who attended Flint pub-
lic schools...was raised by 2 Flint pub-
lic school teachers ... has over 30 years
of experience in education and is a
proud member of the American
Federation of Teachers.”

She wrote, in part, that stabilizing
student population would includea“plan
to ensure that dl households have safe,
clean and AFFORDABLE WATER ...
encourag(ing) home ownership as
opposed to predatory home rentals and
leasing ... and work(ing) to ensure that
school didtricts remain public and loca
and change the ways that charter schools
are able to unfairly compete with public
education.”

Gillespie-MaclIntyre wrote, in
part, that the three-year improvement
plan “is disingenuous and designed to
create failure for the public school
system in Flint...Increased attendance
can only be accomplished with wider
systemic changes ... Improved test
scores are a red herring. We need to
demand that standardized testing is
eliminated ... reducing suspensionsis

(Continued on Page 6.)



... Newcomers

(Continued from Page 5.)

simple: Stop suspending students!
Eliminate all forms of the School-To-
Prison-Pipeline and institute a com-
prehensive Restorative Justice
Program in the schools.”

About school finances,
Gillespie-Maclntyre wrote, in part, that
“The revenue sharing for cities and the
ways in which the public schools are
funded in the state of Michiganiscrim-
ina and needs to be recalculated.” She
wrote “there is little hope for public
schools to meet the artificially con-
structed measures of ‘financial suc-
cess' ... that “financial emergency
manager laws in the state of Michigan
... (are) aclear violation of our demo-
cratic process.”

FCS Superintendent
Anita Steward
Photo from FCS website

Challenges

The FCS board will continue to
face significant challenges in 2021.
First and foremost is safely navigating a
surging pandemic that will likely keep
students from face-to-face/brick and
mortar instruction for the remainder of
calendar year 2020 and into 2021.

Emerging data confirm that, for
most students, virtual/online instruc-
tion is generally far less effective
than face-to-face instruction in the
classroom.

A report titled COVID-19 and
Student Learning in the United States:
The Hurt Could Last a Lifetime, learn-
ing loss from last school year will

worsen for most students, but especial-
ly for racial minority children.

And, as reported by East Mllage
Magazine in Sept. 2019, “Test scores for
dudents in Flint Community Schools ...
lagged significantly behind ‘similar stu-
dents and Sete averages...”

“We're dready a a disadvantage
because we’re not in face-to-face
instruction which is the best form of
instruction,” said FCS Superintendent
Anita Steward at a meeting of the Flint
board on Oct. 21.

Anacther mgjor challenge will be
the continuing loss of student popula-
tion—now reported at just more than
3,000, possibly making Flint the
8th largest school system in Genesee
County—and resultant loss of state
ad.

Additional challengesinclude:

e Mesting the requirements of a
three-year (2018-19 to 2020-21) part-
nership plan imposed by the State of
Michigan to improve test scores by 10
percent, reduce suspensions by 10 per-
cent, and increase student attendance
to 90 percent;

e The erosion of staff — 78
educators in 2019 taking with them
1,014 years of experience in the Flint
schools — and subsequent staffing of
classrooms with paraprofessionals
and guest teachers still seeking certifi-
cation;

e Adopting a strategy to rid the
district of at least 22 buildings
already closed and 16 vacant proper-
ties—including a final decision on
the status of the Northwestern cam-
pus that still houses the central
kitchen.

e Improvement of infrastructure
at the dozen buildings that remain open
to students—especially heating, venti-
lation, and air conditioning systems to
meet the needs of a pandemic eraand a
balanced calendar school year.

EVM Saff Writer Harold C. Ford can
be reached at hcford1185@gmail.com.

Unclassified ads

* Tools Needed: We are mentor-
ing a student enrolled in auto class
at Mott. We are in need of tools.
Please check grandpa’s, dad’s, or
mom’s toolbox for donation or sale
of wrenches, pliers, screwdriver
sockets compression gauges, etc;
Thank you! IT TAKES A VILLAGE
and there’s none better than East
Village. Call Jerry at 714-342-7531.
* One-bedroom Apartment for
Rent: Clean, partially furnished,
upstairs. Walking distance to UM-
Flint and Mott College. Call 810-
625-3924 for appointment. Please
leave a message.

« Two-Bedroom Second Story
Apartment for Lease: (800 sq. ft.),
Available late-January. Can be fur-
nished and has a large upper deck,
off street parking, washer,
dryer, extra storage. On cul-de-sac
Avon near Kearsley Street. Walk
three blocks or less to UM-Flint,
MCC, Cultural Center, Library,
Downtown, Farmer’'s Market, four
parks, and bike paths. Easy freeway
access. On site management.
References and credit checks
requested. $595 per month plus util-
ities. No pets. E-mail: ecuster@sbc-
global.net or write Apartment, Box
11, 720 E. Second St., Flint M1 48503.
Two-bedroom Apartment for
Lease: (1,200) sq. ft.). A unique,
large, one story space for a two-bed-
room apartment/office/studio space
available in mid-February. It's on E.
Second St. in historic East Village.
Walk 5 minutes or less to UM-Flint,
Downtown, MCC, Library, Cultural
Center, Farmers Market, horticultur-
al gardens, three parks, bike paths,
with quick expressway access. AC,
laundry, dishwasher, well insulated,
and off street parking. Can be fur-
nished. $625 per month includes
water. No pets. References and
credit check requested. E-mail:
ecuster@sbcglobal.net or write
Apartment/Office/Studio, Box 22,
720 E. Second St., Flint MI, 48503.

Support community journalism!

Donations to East Village Magazine

are tax deductible. For easy giving,
go to: eastvillagemagazine.org




$1 million-plus restoration project announced for
Flint River-Swartz Creek confluence

“Sometimesit’'sthe use of land, not for
commercial purposes, that has the
greatest value.”

—U.S. Rep.Dan Kildee, (MI-5th
Didtrict), in a statement to East Village
Magazine, Oct. 14, 2020

A restoration project on the penin-
sulawhere the Flint River meets Swartz
Creek — the “Flint River-Swartz Creek

By Harold C. Ford

plantings, and landscaping;

* Accessibility to the water.

A grant-writing/application
process already is underway to secure
the projected $485,000 cost for devel op-
ment of the FHint River side. Plans call
for similar developments on the Flint
River side of the peninsula including
kayak/canoe launch sites and a
truck/trailer staging area, Fedewa said.

Fint River for kayaks and canoes — at
the Mott Park Recreation Area (MPRA)
and at Vietham Veterans Park.

The MPRA roughly includeswhat
used to be the Mott Park Golf Course,
sandwiched between Nolen Drive and
the Hint River. Kettering University and
McLaren Hospita are nearby.

The access site at Vietnam
Veterans Park, located near the intersec-

Confluence” — was announced
Oct. 14 by representatives of
organizations sponsoring the
project at an event hosted by
the Flint River Watershed |,
Codlition (FRWC). =
The “Flint River-Swartz [~ %
Creek Confluence” isan approx-
imate 2.5-acretriangular patch of
land bordered on the south by W.
Kearsley Street, projecting
northward to a peninsula bor-

tion of E. Hamilton Ave. and
James P. Cole Blvd., is shortly
upriver from the Hamilton Dam.
That usually meanskayakersand
| canoeists decide to paddle upriv-
| er asthe dam would short-circuit
.| adownriver trip.

“There aren't any other great
| locationswhere peoplecangetin
and use the river recregtionaly,”
Fedewa said.

dered on the west by Swartz
Flint River.

$1 million+ project

Standing in front of abandoned Serval Building,
Creek and on the east by the | 630 W. Kearsley St., Flint, Ml (I-r) Doug Schultz, FRWC
board chairman; Dan Kildee, U.S. Representative,
5th Congressional District; Rebecca Fedewa,
FRWC executive director; Scot Lautzenheiser, Wade
Trim project manager/landscape architect.

Photo by Harold C. Ford

Spring 2021 is possible start
datefor project with federal
funds

“There's funding available right
now from the EPA's GLRI to do

According to Rebecca
Fedewa, FRWC executive director, the
first stages of the project are projected to
cost nearly $1 million.

Thusfar, $500,000 has been secured
from the Environmental Protection
Agency's (EPA) Greet Lakes Redoration
Initigtive (GLRI) for development of the
Swartz Creek dde of the peninsula Initid
planscal for the following:

e Infrastructure upgrades to
include drainage systems (storm water
sewers, catch basins, culverts), new
sidewalks, outfal rehabilitation (at the
shoreling), driveway access and parking
spaces for automobiles;

« Vigtor-friendly amenities such as
scenic overlooks, interpretive sgns, shaded
seating, benches, and an ADA (Americans
with DisahilitiesAct) accessramp;

 Greening projects consisting of
bioretention systemsto remove contam-
inants from storm water runoff, tree

The now-abandoned and dilapidat-
ed Sarvd Building at 630 W. Keardey S,
along with its adjoining driveway and
parking lot, are dso targeted for upgrades
pending additiona sources of funding.

Fedewa sad the god was a“mgor
rehabilitation to turn this whole 2.5 acres
from what you see now — blighted and
abandoned — and turnitinto ahub of activ-
ity right outdde of downtown Hint.”

“Once this piece is done, it ties
into al of theinvestmentsthat have hap-
pened at Chevy Commons ... and the
future work that's dated through down-
town to improve the accessibility of ...
the river (Hint River) through down-
town Flint,” Fedewa said.

Accessibility

Currently, there are only two
access sites | ocated within the city to the
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gorm water improvements on the
Swartz Creek sde” Fedewa said. Work
may begininthe spring of 2021, she said.

“(GLRI) is a source of some of the
fundsthat hasbeen used for various agpects
of thiswork,” confirmed U.S. Rep. Dan
Kildee, whose 5th Congressond Didrict
indudes Genesee County and the City of
Hint, in an interview with EVM.

Using his position as Chief
Deputy Whip in the U.S. House, Kildee
helped secure $335 million for the GLRI
in recent gppropriations bills passed by
the House. “Each year that I've beenin
Congressthere' sbeen an attempt to cut it
(GLRI funding),” said Kildee. “Last
year, infact, Presdent Trump essentialy
proposed the full dimination of GLRI.”
Heindicated that GLRI hassurvived due
to bipartisan support.

“Too often, the caculation is that
if we make an investment, there will be

some immediate commercial value,
(Continued on Page 14.)



After $36.5 million renovation of century-old downtown landmark,
Hilton Garden Inn opens with two new restaurants, COVID-19 protocols

The first guests have
checked into their rooms
and reservations have been
made for the weeks and
months to come, according
to the new Hilton Garden
Inn staff. A historic centu-
ry-old building that sat
vacant for two decades has
been renovated into a new
101-guest room hotel in
the heart of Flint's down-
town and is launching with
severd levels of COVID-
19 protections.

By Tom Travis

years ago has been incorporated into the design
offering a unique backdrop for elegant dining. The

kitchen is behind the vault.
Photo by Tom Travis

Street. Both The Sauce and
The Hilton Garden Inn can
be reached from either
4 entrance.

The Sauce is open
daily Monday through
Thursday 6:00 am. to 9:00
{ p.m., Friday 6 am. to 10
p.m., Saturday 7 am. to 10
p.m. and Sunday 7 am. to 4
p.m. More information can
be found at their website at
www.saliceitalianflint.com
or by caling 810.233.9110.

“A lot of restaurants

Towering over down-
town Flint, the 11-story building at the
corner of Kearsley and Saginaw
Streets, which has sat empty for more
than 20 years, now includes The
Sauce Italian/American Restaurant,
and The Federal coffee shop.

The 148,000-square-foot

building has been remodeled at a
cost of $36.5 million. An equity
investment from the Michigan

The 3rd floor hallway has geometric
designs in the carpeting.
Photo by Tom Travis

Strategic Fund totaling $7.95 million
has supported the project. In addition
there was support from the City of
Flint Brownfield Redevelopment

Executive Chef of The Sauce,
Antwain Trimble (r) and The Sauce

manager, Dorothy Brown (l).
Photo by Tom Travis

Authority which supports the allevi-
ation of brownfield conditions in
redevelopment sites in the city,
according to a press release from the
Flint and Genesee County Chamber
of Commerce.

In addition to the restaurants
and meeting spaces, the new hotel will
staff 45 full-time and 15 part-time
employees.

The building that was a one time
Flint's tallest building has two address-
es. The entrance to The Sauce restaurant
is 325 S. Saginaw Street and the
entrance to the Hilton Garden Inn,
around the corner, is 110 W. Keardey
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located inside of hotels are
boring or expensive, and we want to
be neither of those. We are an inde-
pendent restaurant on Saginaw Street,
first, before we are the restaurant for
the Hilton. And the more restaurants
there are in the city, the more people
want to visit,” said Dan Wright, food
and beverage general manager in a
press release.

Opening in 2021, the Simmer
Rooftop Bar is located on the five-
story wing of the Hilton Garden Inn.
With space for 115 people, about 90
percent of the seating will be outside.
There is a small bar area inside.
Simmer is expected to feature live
entertainment at least twice a week.
“It will have anice, chilled vibe where
you can go and simmer down and
enjoy a great view,” Wright said in a
press release.

The Hilton Garden Inn Hotel

(Continued on Page 9.)

New Hilton Garden Inn sign in front
of the new hotel on Kearsley Street.
Photo by Tom Travis




... Hilton

(Continued from Page 8.)

has 101 guest rooms and five
meeting rooms with total
event space of 3,130 square
feet with the largest meeting
room set up of 1,400 square
feet. More information about
the Hilton Garden Inn Hotel
or The Sauce Restaurant can
both be reached by calling
810.233.9110. The Hilton
Garden Inn information can
be found at their website.
“The revitalization of
downtown Flint has taken a
major step forward with the
opening of the Hilton Garden

Construction machinery, debris in dumpsters, and
street blockages occured for several months on
Kearsley Street during the two year renovation.

This photo is from Spring 2020.
(Photo by Tom Travis)

Hilton's protocol states that
after a guest leaves the room it
is cleaned and sanitized and the

| room must sit empty for 24
hours before a new guest can
enter the room. The Hilton
Garden Inn follows the 24 hour
rulein.

Mask and social distancing
signs are posted on all entry
doors and throughout the hotel,
bar, cafe and restaurant areas.

Sustainable improvements
made to the century old
building

Improvements listed include
new windows from floors 3-11,

Inn,” said Tim Herman, presi-
dent of Uptown Reinvestment
Corp. (URC), the project's
developer. “Not only does the
hotel bring needed accommo-
dations to downtown, it is
bringing new jobs. In fact, it'sa
lightning rod for increased
activity and spending in the
area,” according to a press
release.

Indoor amenities and outdoor
“green space’ in the new

patio bar, meeting rooms,

One of the 101 guest rooms in the hotel. This room
looks down over Saginaw Street and UM-Flint campus.

(Photo by Tom Travis)

restaurant, fitness room, land-
scaped park, new sidewalk,
curbs and street gutters and
restoration of the century old
lime stone brick exterior.
Sustainable improvements
W include Energy Starlight, non-hest
N absorbent roofing, new high-per-
formance closed-loop fluid coal-
ing system, high-efficiency boilers
and low-flow plumbing fixtures
throughout the building.
Low-VOC (volatile organic

Buckham Square

A new green space ispro- |*
vided through the demolition of
two obsolete and blighted build-
ings with a total of 37,155 |
square feet. Those buildings
were demolished at the corner of
Kerdey and Beach Streets. The
hotel staff hopes the green space
will be used for outdoor lunches
or early evening cocktails.

~ component) paints were used

| ‘ -t I"g."‘__

The view looking down from the mezzanine level
onto The Sauce restaurant area.
Photo by Tom Travis

throughout the building and ener-
gy-€fficient LED lighting fixtures
a so used throughout the building.
According to afact sheet provid-
ed to members of the press about
the renovation.

The new Hilton Garden Inn is
designed with geometric desgnsin
the carpeting, walpaper and flooring
tiles throughout the hatd. Hidtoricd
photographs of Flint are seen
throughout the building aswell.

Covid-19 protocols are followed

The Hilton Garden Inn Genera
Manager, Jeff Stableford, said that the
hotel staff are taking precautions for
the continuing pandemic and spread
of the novel coronavirus. Stableford
said they basically operate with two
sets of protocols, the Hilton Hotel
corporate and the State of Michigan

protocols.

He said they're very similar but
when there is a difference they side
with caution and take the more strin-
gent protocol. One example was that
the State of Michigan hotel protocol
states that after a hotel guest leaves
the room and the room is cleaned and
sanitized before a new guest can enter
the room.

9

EVM Managing Editor Tom Travis, can
be reached at tomntravis@gmail.com

willow's Gard@n

Willow’s Garden
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Election 2020 Roundup

Biden wins the White House as a record number of
Genesee County voters choose their candidates

Fveand ahdf million Michigan vat-
ers turned out to vote this year, surpasing
past records, as 66 percent of Genesee
County voters turned out on Nov. 3 to dect
not only a presdent, but along lig of date
and locd officdsaswell.

Mail-in and absentee ballots hit
record levelsand therewerelong linesat City
Hall in the days before the traditional
Election Day. Election Day brought long
lines at many polling places when they
opened, and a seedy flow of voters dl day
long. During the day, campaign workers
passed out their cards, and at Mott
Community College vaterswere entertained
by Edipse, aband that performed under the
banner “ Joy to the Palls”

Onthendiond levd, it took fivedays
to determine the winner of the presidentia
eection, but in the end, Joe Biden was cho-
<en the 46th presdent of the United States
While the nation waited for Pennsylvania,
Georgia, Arizona, and Nevada, to count and
recount their balots, most Michigan and
Genesee County’sdectionswere sdtled far-
ly quickly.

But as absentee and mail-in votes
were counted, the advantage shifted to
Democratic chalenger Joe Biden, ashewon
Michigan with 51 percent of the vote, lead-
ing Trump by amost 150,000 votes. The
Biden/Harris ticket carried Genesee County
over Trump/Penceby a54 to 44 percent mar-
gin. All of the minor parties (Green,
Libertarians, U.S. Taxpayers, and Naturd
Law Parties) had lessthan two percent of the
vote combined.

Onthenationd leve , thoughthepres-
identid contest is ill officdly undecided,
Joe Biden seamsto be on hisway to becom-
ing the 46th presdent of the United States.
While the nation waits for Pennsylvania,
Georgia, and Arizona to count and recount
ther balots, most Michigan and Genesee
County’s elections have been sditled.

The U.S. Senaterace

On the gatewide level the contest

By Paul Rozycki

for the U.S. Senate seat between incum-
bent Democratic Sen. Gary Peters and
Republican John James has drawn the
most attention. As expected, it wasaclose
contest with Peters keeping his Senate
seat beating James by about 87,000 votes,
a 1.6 percent margin, according to the
Associated Press. Though Peter’s has
declared victory, James has refused to
concede so far. The Michigan Senate seet
was conddered one of the most vulnera:
bleinthenationthisyear. Peterswasrun-
ning for hisfirg redection, and Jameshad
run a very strong campaign aganst Sen.
Debbie Stabenow two years ago.

The State Supreme Court

Though the Michigan Supreme
Court justices run on a non-partisan balat,
they are normaly nominated by the paliti-
cd paties. Both incumbent Chief Judtice
Bridget Mary McCormack and Elizabeth
Welch, who were nominated by the
Democratic Party, and ran as a team, won
ther dectionsto the gate'stop court.

University Boards

Michigan voters elected one
Democrat and one Republican to each of
the state’'s major university boards.
Democrat Mak Berngtein and Republican
Sarah Hubbard were elected to the
Univergty of Michigan Board of Regents.
\oters chose Democrat Shirley Stancato,
and former seeretary of deate, Republican
Terri Lynn Land, to serve on the Wayne
Sate Univeraty Board of Governors. For
the Michigan State Board of Trustees,
Republican Pat O’ Keefe and Democrat
RemaVassr werethetop vote getters.

State Board of Education

Democrats Ellen Cogen Lipton
and Jayson Strayhorn were elected to the
State Board of Education and keeping the
Democrats 6-2 mgjority on the board.
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Ballot Proposals

There were two state-wide pro-
posals on the ballot on Election Day.

Proposal 20-1 amended the state
congtitution to modify how the revenue
from oil and gas drilling on state owned
lands is apportioned. It passed with an
84 percent yes vote.

Proposal 20-2 amended the state
condtitution to require a search warrant
to access on€e's persona eectronic data
on cell phones or computers. It also
passed with an 89 percent yes vote.

The5th District U.S. House contest

In the contest for the 5th District
U.S. House, which includes Genesee,
Bay, Arenac, losco, and parts of Saginaw
and Tuscola counties, incumbent
Democrat Dan Kildee faced Republican
Tim Kelly. Though the race was close
early intheevening, Kildee easily won his
fifth term with a 54 to 42 percent margin
over Kdly. While there were some new
faces dected, the Michigan congressiond
delegation now includes seven Democrats
and seven Republicans.

On the nationd level, Democrats,
who have a mgjority in the House, are
expected to keep control but are expect-
ed lose several house sedts.

Genesee County State House races

Democrats hoped to gain asmany as
four seatsin the 110 member sate House of
Representativesinthiseectionto givethem
a majority in the chamber. Currently
Republicans have a 58-52 mgjority over
Democrats. Mog dection results indicate
that won't hgppen, and that the Republicans
will keep ther current mgority.

In Genesee County the closest race
was between incumbent Democrat Sheryl
Kennedy and Republican David Mattin in
the 48th Didtrict, covering much of northern
Genesee County. With nearly 50,000 votes

(Continued on Page 11.)



... Voters

(Continued from Page 10.)

cast, Martin best Kennedy by 490 votes, giv-
ing the Republicansagain in the legidature.

In other Genesee County State
House races, there were few surprisesas
incumbents won.

Inthe 34th District, covering much
the northern and eastern parts of the city
of Flint, incumbent Democrat Cynthia
Neeley, wife of Flint's mayor, coasted
easly to victory over Republican James
Miragliawith an 84 to 13 percent margin.

In the 49th District, which
includes southwestern Hint, and town-
ships west of Flint, saw Democrat
incumbent John Cherry win over
Republican challenger Bryan Lutz, with
a 67 to 30 percent margin.

Inthe 50th sate Housedidtrict, which
coversmuch of southeast Genesee County,
saw Democratic incumbent Tim Sneller
defeat Republican Christina Fichette-
Hickson by a 52 to 44 percent margin.

In the 51st District, which
includes southern Genesee County, saw
Republican incumbent Mike Mueller
defeat Democrat Brad May by a 60 to
35 percent vote margin.

Genesee County races

Voters elected a long list of
Genesee County officids aswell.

The Genesee County Board of
Commissioners

The biggest change was on the
County Board of Commissioners, where
five new membersweredected. Most Sg-
nificant was the defeat of the chair of the
County Commission, Martin Cousineau,
(D-Thetford Township), by Republican
Meredith Davis. Daviswonwitha390vote
margin, out of nearly 27,000 votes.

Of the nine commissoners four are
within the city of Hint. Three of them were
unopposed. Firg Digrict (Mount Morris
Township and north Hint) commissioner
Bryant Nolden (D), 2nd Digtrict (centra
and east Flint) commissioner Charles
Winfrey (D), and 4th Digrict (southwest
Flint and Hint Township) commissioner

Domonique Clemons (D) dl were dected
without opposition. In the 3rd District
(Burton, east Flint, part of Genesee
Township) Democrat incumbent Ellen
Ellenburg beat Republican Gary
Goetzinger by a 55 to 39 percent margin.
In the remaining commission dis
tricts, Democrat Mark Young wasred ect-
ed in the 5th Didtrict besting Republican
chdlenger Sean Trowbridge, 48to 44 per-
cent. Inthe 6th Digtrict Shaun Shumaker
was unopposed. In the 8th District,
Democrat Debra Newman defeated
Republican Rod Shumaker with a 48 to
45 percent vote margin. In the Sth Didtrict
Democrat Gary Peppin of Davison,
defested Republican Matthew Smith by
575 votes out of nearly 27,000 votes.

Other Genesee County officials

Severd of Genesee County’s offi-
cia were aso unopposed.

Prosecutor David Leyton (D)
faced no opposition.

Newly appointed Sheriff Chris
Swanson (D) defeated Republican chal-
lenger Stephen Sanford by a 67 to 29
percent margin.

County Clerk/Register of Deeds
John Gleason (D) was opposed by
Republican Jesse Couch. Gleason won
with a 57 to 38 percent margin.

Incumbent County Treasurer Deb
Cherry (D) faced Republican Deborah
Hass and Cherry won with a 55 to 39
percent margin.

Incumbent Drain Commissioner
Jeff Wright (D) and County Surveyor
Kim Carlson were both unopposed.

Judicial Contests

Most local judicial candidates
were unopposed, however there were
contests in severd jurisdictions.

For the Judge of Circuit Court 7th
Circuit Non-Incumbent Position, Chris
Christenson defeated Herman Marable
Jr. by a45 to 28 percent margin.

For the Judge of District Court 67-
2B District Incumbent Position Partial
Term, Jessica Hammon topped Dawn
Weier with a 47 to 26 percent vote.

For the Judge of District Court
67-5A Didtrict Non-Incumbent Position,
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Tabitha Marsh won over Torchio
Feaster with a 56 to 27 percent margin.
Mott Community College Board
Inafied of seven candidates, Janet
Couch and John Day were both dected to
serve six year terms on the Mott
Community College Board of Trustees.

Flint School Board

A dozen candidates competed for
three postions on the Hint School Board
for a gix year term. The winning candi-
dates were newcomers Joyce Ellis-
McNeal, Anita Moore and Laura
Gillespie-Macintyre. For in-depth cover-
age of the candidates and theissuesfacing
the Hint Schools see Harold Ford's cover-
age in the current Eadt Village Magazine.

Other local €ections

In addition, the cities of Linden,
Davison, Montrose, Mount Morris, and
Swartz Creek eected mayors and/or city
councils. The villages of Lennon, Otter
Lake, Gaines, Goodrich and Ctisville dso
dected thar officids. Fushing and Linden
schools aso had bond issues and millages
ontheir balots. Many locd schoal digtricts
aso dected school board members.

Townships

Genesee County includes 17
townships and they all eected their offi-
cials on Nov. 3. More information on
al of the other local eection results is
available on the Genesee County
Clerk’s website gcdme.com.

EVM Poalitical Writer Paul Rozycki can
be reached at paul.rozycki @mcc.edu.

L ead/galvanized tainted pipes
replaced so far in Flint:
9,769
Because of the governor’s order, no
pipeline replacements were con-
ducted in April or May, but work has
resumed. Totals as of October 2 were
9,769 lead or galvanized pipes
replaced, 26,232 pipes excavated. A
total of 16,463 pipes have been dis-
covered to be copper service lines.
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increasing number of both went
Republican this year.

5. With Trump gone, what changes?

Will the Republican Party
remain the party of Trump, or will
it return to its traditional roots?
Will the Democratic Party remain

Voter at polling station on election
day supporting candidates
Photo by Paul Rozycki

unified when they don’t have a
Donald Trump to oppose? Will we
see a return to a more civil politics
between the parties? What role
will Trump play, if any, in the
Republican Party, or national poli-
tics? Without Trump, where will
his supporters go?

6. Will the way we vote change?

The COVID-19 pandemic has
changed much in our lives. This
year we saw a dramatic increase in
absentee or mail-in voting. Even
after the pandemic is history, will
this continue? This year, even with
last minute rule changes and the
need to adapt quickly to the new
voting patterns, most state and
local clerks did an admirable job,
and there were few major problems
nationwide. The absentee or mail-
in vote allows voters to study the
ballot in more detail, and gives
them the flexibility to vote accord-
ing to their own schedule, aiding
those who might have work or
other commitments on Election
Day. It also provides a paper
record of the vote, in case there are
challenges. Several western states
use mail-in voting with success and
other states may take a second look

at alarger use of the mail-in voting
option.

7. Isthe south changing?

Whilethetraditional Midwestern,
Democrétic ‘Blue Wall’” may be fading
to purple, several Republican states
seem to be shifting in the same purple
direction. Georgia, North Carolina and
Arizona, once solid Republican states,
all were considered tossup states this
year, with Biden having asmall lead in
Arizona and Georgia

8. What will happen in the next two
months?

While Biden has won, he won’t
take office until Jan. 20. What will be
the reaction of the Trump administra-
tion? Will they accede to a peaceful
transition or something else? Will
Trump finally concede, or will he
continue to claim that the election
was fraudulent? Will he issue last
minute executive orders or pardons?
So far, there have been no violent
demonstrations over the election.
Will that hold for the next two
months?

9. How will Biden deal with the
major challenges he faces?

As we move to the new
administration, the nation faces two
major challenges. The COVID-19
pandemic is spiking in nearly every
state, hospitals are reaching their
limits, and it looks like the second
(or third) wave of the pandemic will
be worse than what we have seen in
the past nine months. While a vac-
cine is on the horizon, it not here
yet, and it may be many months
beforeit’s widely available. Parallel
to the COVID crisis is the econom-
ic crisis. Not only are millions still
out of work and businesses closed,
but the financial relief needed to
fight the pandemic, will cause large
budget problems for both the state
and national governments, limiting
their ability to deal with other
issues. As he tries to resolve these
crisis, Biden may be dealing with a
divided government.

10. Can werestore trust in our
major institutions?

Perhaps the major problem that
we face after this election is dealing
with the lack of trust in governmental
and non-governmental ingitutions. In
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recent decades there has been declin-
ing trust in many organizations, and
Trump’s presidency played on that,
and increased the distrust in the
Congress, the political parties, the FBI,
the military, medical professionals, the
media, and the Postal Service, among

President-elect Joe Biden speaking
at a Halloween day campaign
event in Flint
Photo by Tom Travis

others.

Elections are the heart of democ-
racy and Trump's unfounded charges
that the recent election was afraud only
makes matters worse, as few
Republicans were willing to challenge
him on his charges of wide-spread vote
cheating and corruption. As we know
al too well in Hint, once that trust is
lost, it can take a very long time to
restoreit.

And finaly, will we as a people,
begin to restore trust in each other, and
hedl the partisan divisions of the nation?
That may be our own task as much as
Joe Biden's.

Palitical columnist Paul Rozycki can
be reached at paul.rozycki @mcc.edu

COLLEGE CULTURAL
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

ccnaflint@sbcglobal.net

Stay home, stay safe!

Watch for meeting updates at
www.eastvillagemagazine.org

\olunteer Distributors Wanted

The East Village Magazine is looking
for volunteer distributors in some of the
residential blocks bounded by E. Court,
Franklin, Tuscola and Meade Streets.
Spend less than one hour a month get-
ting exercise and insuring your neigh-
bors get the magazine. Contact
ecuster@sbcglobal.net or write to 720
E. Second St. Flint, MI 48503




THESE MIONTHS IN THE VILILAGE

We’re publishing a double issue this time due to the election, so we’ve renamed this calendar “These Months...” just this one time.
It’s a selection of events available to our readers — beginning after our publication date of Nov. 19. It’s not an exhaustive list,
rather a sampling of opportunities in the city. To submit events for our January issue, email your event to pisenber@gmail.com by Dec. 20.

Flint Institute of Arts

Reopened July 6.

Open Mon. through Sat. 10 am. to 5 p.m.,

and Sun. [ p.m. to 5 p.m.

For guidelines regarding COVID-19 resrtrictions,
check the FIA website before your visit. The FIA
Theater has new films on the schedule but are available
only for virtual viewing. The galleries are open. “Pure
Abstraction,” abstract art in the Henry and Hodge Gal-
leries runs through Jan. 10. “Art of Jade” runs through
May 23 in the Ann K Watch-Chan Gallery. “Field of
Vision,” nature photography, in the Graphics Gallery is
on display through Jan. 10. “The Dark, Krystle,” a film
montage in the Media Arts Gallery exploring 80s pop
culture clichés ends Nov. 30.

Flint Institute of Art

1120 E. Kearsley St., Flint

For more info visil flintarts.org.

Flint Farmers’ Market

Reopened June 15.

Open Tues. and Thurs, 9a.m. to 3 p.m.,

and Sat. 9 am. to 5 p.m.

Safety measures are still in place and masks
are required.

Flint Farmers” Market

300 East First St., Flint

For,more illf(]\ visit flinfarmersmarket.com.

Buckham Gallery

Reopened July 15.

Open Wed. through Fri. 11 am. to 5 pm.,

Sat. 11 am.to 5 p.m.,and Sun. 1 to 5 p.m.

Masks are required by visitors and staff. Visitors are
limited to 8 at a time. “A Climate of Change” features
work by 24 artists. These members of the Buckham
Artist Collective interpret current events of all kinds.
Also featured is “Shadows,” a print exchange of
limited edition prints among the participants and also
archived for Buckham Gallery to their collection.
Buckham Gallery

121 W. Second St., Flint

For more info visit buckhamgallery.org.

Flint Public Library

Reopened July 23.

Open Tues. through Thurs. 11 am. to 7:30 p.m.,
Fri. and Sat. 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Masks and social distancing are required. Capacity
is limited. Please plan on visiting one hour or
less so that everyone gets a turn.

Flint Public Library

Courtland Center

corner of Center Rd. and Court St.

(temporary location during .

renovation)

For more info visit fplinfo.

Ed Custer’s East Village Magazine logo is reimagined for each issue by Patsy Isenberg.
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Chess

On this site games can be played between people

at the same level or played against the computer.
There are chess lessons and puzzles to solve. Chess
news and championship games can also be watched.
The basic membership is free but there are

premium memberships also available.

Visit chess.com for more info.

Shopping and Eating in Downtown Flint

Many restaurants and shops are open with restrictions
for holiday shopping and eating, too many to list here.
For information on what's available, simply google
“stores in downtown flint mi” or “downtown flint
restaurants.” Convenient lists of these businesses

will come up showing their addresses, ratings,
websites, hours, services, and phone numbers

for each business.




Democracy Beat

Flint City Council votes in new leadership:

After a contentious five-hour mest-
ing and acting only on two pieces of city
business, the Hint City Council voted to
recessuntil Thursday a 5:30 p.m. Themeset-
ing did resultinan upending of council leed-
ership, with Kate Fieds (4th Ward) dected
president of the council by a 5-4 vote,
replacing Monica Gdloway (7th Werd).

Voting for Fieds were councilper-
ons Maurice Davis (2nd Ward), Santino
Guerra(3rd Ward), Fidds (4thWard), Allan
Griggs (8th Ward) and Eva Worthing (Sth
Ward). Jerri Winfrey-Carter (5th Ward),
Herb Winfrey (6th Ward) and former City
Council Presdent Monica Gdloway (7th
Ward) dl voted for Galloway to continueas
presdent. Eric Mays (1s Ward) voted for
himsdlf as president.

Maurice Davis was elected vice
presdent with a’5-4 vote. Davis, Guerra,
Fields, Griggs and Worthing voted for
Davis. Winfrey-Carter, Winfrey and
Galloway voted for Galloway. Mays
again voted for himsdlf.

“Major changesintherules.... |
want to turn thetide (on the coun-
cil).” saysFidds.

Fields and Davis

By Tom Travis

Inaphoneinterview with EVM on
Tuesday morning, newly elected City
Council President Kate Fields said, “I
want some mgjor changes in the rules.
Oneof thetechniques being used is coun-
cil members using point of orders to get
the floor when it's not alegitimate reason
for apoint of order.”

Commenting on the phone about
Fields hopes to accomplish as council
president she said, “I want to try and turn
the tide and have city council meetings
become more focused on whet is actudly
germane and not focused on persona
agendas. To diminate some of the dys-
function of our meetings so we can redly
concentrate on those problems that affect
our ability to keep the public safe”

Council'sannual megting to dect
officer sbeginsin chaos and contention

The regular city council meseting
began with chaotic arguing, and a con-
tentious mood held sway until 7:30 p.m.
when the council moved to have prayer and
moment of slence. It was the annud City
Coundil organization meeting, and asestab-

lished by protocol, the City Clerk, Inez
Brown, chairsthemedingto dlow thenine
council membersto votefor officers
Council officersinclude president
and vice president and chairpersons for
the various committees: Finance,
Government Operations, Grants,
Legidative and Specid Affairs.

Residents call in during Public
Speaking with scathing criticism of
council's behavior

During the public speaking por-
tion of the meeting members of the pub-
lic called in to voice their comments.
First to speak was 1st Ward Pastor
Fredon Threlkeld. “I’ve been listening
since 5:15 this evening and | have one
thing to say, www.how-dumb-can-we-
be. All | can dois pray and cast my
vote.

“1 admire Brother Mays. | stand
behind him even though he's not right
all the time but he's the man for the job.
You al should show some courtesy. The
city of Flint is where it's a because of

... Restoration

(Continued from Page 7.)

when we don’t live our lives as com-
mercial beings,” Kildee reflected.

Flint River-Swartz Creek Confluence:

Flint River front/right meets Swartz

Creek on the left; Atwood Stadium in

the background; view from the south.
Photo by HC Ford

“We' re human beings, and we ought to
be able to think about the quality of the
lives that we lead and think about what
thiswould mean.”

“The money’s there,” Kildee
asserted. “Thequestionisif we' regoing
to useit for wegpons of destruction, or to
rebuild the earth. We have astake in that
and we ought to invest in it.”

Reclamation of “areally cool spot”

“I’m aFlintstone, born and raised
here al of my 62 years,” Kildee remi-
nisced. He said he'd driven by the site
of the proposed development on W.
Kearsley Street a *“thousand
times...but I’d never been out to that
point, and when | stood there, | said,
“Wow, thisisareally cool spot...It just
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begs for someoneto help restoreit so it
can be an asset for people who live
here.’”

“This is away for us to reclaim
theriver asanatura asset,” said Kildee.

“For too many decades, too many
citiestreated riverslike open sewers and
they are, and can be, really beautiful
assetsthat people are naturaly drawn to
... With a little bit of help, nature has
found away to takethat back, and that's
what | see happening here.”

“When you walk out onto the
point,” Fedewa said, “You redly get a
sense of how everything ties together
and how great an amenity this will be
for al the residentsin Fint.”

EVM Saff Writer Harold C. Ford can
be reached at hcford1185@gmail.com.
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the leadership. And in that council the
spirit of the fabulous five has returned.
[Referring to Councilmembers. Davis,
Guerra, Fidds, Griggs and Worthing]."

Rev Threlkeld's comments were
echoed by severa other public speak-
ers. More than ten public speakers
caled in to address the council. Mogt of
them raised complaints about the
behavior of the council.

Hint resdents, Barbara Moore and
AC Dumes, cdled in, both gating, “1 am
gopdled,” Mooresad, “Thisisamockery.”

Dumeas, a 3rd Ward resdent. said,
“It sounds like a dictatorship with Ms.
Fields. | want to caution Mr. Mays
because she is just waiting to throw you
out of the meeting.”

No committee chairs chosen yet

The council voted in March to
cease committee meetings. Not al the

council members agreed on that decision.
Mays (1s Ward) often suggeds that the
council should begin having committee
meetings again. Fields often argues
againg reingating the committee meet-
ings, during the pandemic, dueto theextra
work and increased coronavirus exposure
the City Clerk office saff would endureto
prepare for the meetings.
Along with Monday's vote for
president and vice president, the coun-
cil discussed who would lead the vari-
ous committees, but newly-€lected pres-
ident Fields asked for more time for the
council to consider potentia chairs.
After four hours with no city
business completed, the council
recessed until Thursday.

Appointments approved for the
Downtown Development Authority

At Thursday’s electronic mestig,
the council appointed two Grand Blanc
resdents to the DDA Robert Kittel and
Louis Hawkins. Lega counsd for the

DDA Damion Fraser added support by
phone for the gppointments.

Frasier explained that Kittel,
while living in Grand Blanc, has been a
long time Flint property and business
owner and has an interest in the devel-
opment of downtown Hint. Hawkins
told the council that even though he
lives in Grand Blanc he "does almost
everything in Fint."

Mays argued the make up of the
governing bodies in Flint should be
made up of "Flint people.”

The council approved Kittdl 6 to 2, with
Winfrey-Carter and Monica Galloway
voting no. Mays had been removed
from the meeting at the time. Kittel will
serve atwo-year term ending in October
2022. The council approved Hawkins 7
to 1 with Winfrey-Carter voting no.
Hawkins will serve a three-year term
ending March 2023.

EVM Managing Editor Tom Travis can
be reached at tomntravis@gmail.com.

... Heresy
(Continued from Page 16.)
madethe cut: | waswith my husband, my
stepson, my step-daughter-in-law and my
step-grandson, Jackson. This is part of
thefamily I've made, the circle of people
with whom | share important history.
There's not a blood relative among us,
except that Jackson, who'ssix, isthe bio-
logical son of his doting mom and dad.

Labels get so complicated these
days. Eliot’'s my stepson but not Ted's,
since he's the son of my first husband.
| suppose we could call him Ted's step-
son-in-law, etc., but that gets cumber-
some. It's al a bit anxiety-provoking.
What should we tell my step-grandson
to call my second husband?

He has a grandpa already who's
lustily involved in his life, his biological
Grandpa Danny. Since that’s my first
husband and we're divorced, it feds dis-
loya to suggest that Ted would be called
Jackson's grandpa. Then there's Grandpa
Danny’swife, and then there's his mater-
na grandma, who showershimwith love
and giftsand yearns for more.

So Jackson calls him Mr. Ted.
The sobriquet that suits me most is
“Aunty,” and | would be happy being
Jackson’s old aunty, but for now, he just
calls me Jan.

Before going to the diner,
Jackson and | had spent part of the
morning sitting at the kitchen table talk-
ing about birdsand thingswe might like
toinvent. | can’t remember either of our
ideas, but it doesn’t matter now. It's so
much fun when anything is possible. A
woodpecker landed on the Bradford
pear tree — a big red-headed one, and
we were both thrilled to seeit.

Happiness abounds

Anyway, in the corner booth at
Olympicweall started talking about hap-
piness. How much happiness can one
expect to have? Inthe spirit of the season,
we noted our incredible good fortune: we
have shdlter, we al found houses to buy
that we could afford, we do work welike.
We get to eat food every day. We can
breathe the air. Sure, we worry about our
bodies. We have too many hills. We
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have exigentid moments when this life
seemstoo brief, when fear keep usawake
a4 am. But ill.

| turned to Jackson, who was nib-
bling his syrup-drenched waffle. | asked,
“What makes you happy?’ He twiddled
hisfork and took another hite.

“| have no idea,” the kid said
cheerfully, entirely in the moment: the
moment of the waffle. | swear he'sasix-
year-old Dda Lama. | lovethiskid.

“Well, you know what makes me
happy?’ | said, turning back to my egg-
white veggie omelet. “It’'s gitting here
next to you.”

It made him shy. But in aminute,
herecovered. For thethird time, hetold
his favorite joke. | knew what was
coming, and | couldn’t wait to hear his
wonderful pealing laugh after the
punchline. Here it is. What smells, is
invisible, and isin amuseum?

It's ... “fartwork.”

You're welcome.

Happy Holidays.

Jan Wbrth-Nelson can still be reached
at janworth1118@gmail.com.
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From 2015, a secret heresy — maybe holidays
without families won’t be so bad?

As EVM rounds out this special year-end
edition after an incredibly difficult 2020
for us all, and as Jan Worth-Nelson steps
down officially as editor, we decided to
include one of her previous Mllage Life
essays as a retrogpective. In a year that
has had few lighthearted moments, this
essay from December 2015 describes the
“downside’ of holidays—backinthat dis-
tant, long ago time BEFORE. Could it be
that the pandemic, with all its limitations,
could SAVE us fromour families? Might
it be a secret serendipity, a surprise gift
fromthis otherwise awful plague?

The trouble with holidays, redlly, is
families The trouble with halidays is how
society arm-wrestles us into facing who
begat us Sitting around variousdining room
tables, themenu rifewith dichéd dishesand
family histories — and o often higrionics—
evary year we play out, once again, whet
we relike when we re together. Who does-
n't dread it: the worn-out in-jokes, the one
over-exuberant drunk, the prickly narraives
of hurt fedings—when shedid ... what wes
it agan?—the predictabletiresomeopinions,
everybody taking exactly the same podtion
they didlagt year, theancestra cookierecipe
that never quite turns out right, the hushed
whispers about reversds and betrayds, and
oh, yesh, tha molded JdI-O sdad loaded
inexplicably with shaved carrotsand cottage
cheexz. The way Unde Boopie durps his
pumpkin soup.

| was a one family dinner where
somebody choked on a hunk of turkey
and threw up on his plate. And another
one where somebody was so drunk by
dinner he conked out at the table and his
head fell into a pile of squash.

You know what |'m talking about

The vagaries, dear friends, of
togetherness.

It's bad enough when you'reakid
in your late teens, let's say, just back

By Jan Worth-Nelson

from college or other adventures away
from the Mother Ship: the overpower-
ing effect of what it was you thought
you got away from.

Then you come home and it's all
still there: your embarrassing mother,
the dowdy furniture, your father’s
aghast disappointment with your new
politics, how nobody notices you've
dimmed down and gotten a stylish new
haircut. How you really are the middle
child and that’s your role — apparently
until The Rapture — and your kid broth-
er seemsto be high on meth.

Just sayin’

But it's even worse when you're
the grownup in the room, and, looking
around that table or that overheated liv-
ing room, everybody sitting there nod-
ding off on carbs, you redlize you are
face to face with your own culpabilities.
Who are these people you call family?
What did you do to makethem like that?
Isthere any hope for any of them? How
can you possibly apologize enough?

And what of your own half-forgot-
ten dreams?|sit your faalewhendl issad
and done to make that green-bean casse-
role every year from now on, hoping
somebody, anybody, will say it was
good?And isthet dl thereis? What about
your dreams of music, or that secret of
snesking off to New Orleans to see what
it'slike, or theitch that keeps coming up
telling you to learn Tai Chi?

We'll al be doing well to get out
of this with any psychic dignity.

On the other hand:

We love each other. We need
each other. When the day is done, we
forgive each other — one hopes. In our
human loneliness and doubts, we are
extravagantly, desperately in need of
kindness, compassion, understanding
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and Lord Almighty, a few good
laughs.

So this is a time to be grateful
for that circle of loved ones we've
gathered around ourselves to keep us
warm through the winter. Whoever
that is. Sometimes we aren’t even
“related.” Our lives can accommodate
many brothers and sisters, nurturers
and those we nurture alike.

My own nuclear family, though
my childhood years were replete with
drama, has shrunk by now to just my
brother and me, and we are two thou-
sand miles gpart. But | do have afamily,
acollection of dear and varied soulswith
whom I’ve shared good and bad with
passionate engagement over the years.
So | don't have to claim the aches of
solitude unless | choose to go there.

We can make our own families

I’'m so glad the boundaries of
what makes a family have expanded
over the years. The fact that gay mar-
riage is legal and marriages and
remarriage — though complicated —
can now re-arrange us into a Tetris of
love — makes us luckier now, if we
have the sense to embrace them, to
enjoy some reassuring counter-argu-
ments against isolation and hatred.

A tale from the Olympic Grill

So, here is a story about my
family — the one my real life created
for me.

| was sitting in one of the big
corner booths at Olympic Grill, savor-
ing the relief of diner food the day
after Thanksgiving.

When I’'m in the corner booth, |
fed important and fulfilled, because you
can't jugt St in the corner booth done: |
think there's a five-person minimum. |

(Continued on Page 15.)
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