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Commentary
American democracy is facing serious threats:

Let’s make sure it survives
By Paul Rozycki

“The ship of democracy, which has weathered all storms, may sink through
the mutiny of those on board.”” — Grover Cleveland
“While democracy in the long run is the most stable form of government,
in the short run, it is among the most fragile”. — Madeleine Albright

emocracy isn't easy. It'snot

easy to makeit work well.

Andit'snot easy to keep it.
In our place and time in history, we
assumethat democracy isthe best
way to govern anation, and given
the choice, anyonewould prefer a
democratic government. AsWinston
Churchill famoudy said “Democra:
cy istheworst form of government,
except for al the others.”

But it hasn't always been that
way. More than afew serious polit-
ical philosophers thought that de-
mocracy was a poor way to govern
(Plato, Thomas Hobbes). For most
of recorded history, democracy was
very much the exception rather than
the rule. More than afew nations
tried to make democracy work,
only to fall back into an authori-
tarian dictatorship when the going
got tough. (Ancient Rome, 1990s
Russia, 1930s Germany, and severa
Eastern European nations today)

Evenin our own nation, it
took some time before we gradualy
welcomed ‘dl the peopl€ into the
democratic system. It took a century
and a hdf before non-property own-
ers, African-Americans, women, and
18 year-olds, were alowed to vote.

Yet, with all the changes
and growth in the idea of democ-
racy, it will work only if we have
trust in the system. Those who
are governed need to believe that,
win or lose, the system is “fair.”

Dediningtrust in democracy

Today trugt in our democrdic
inditutions seems shakier than ever.

Thedection of 2020, the events of
Jan. 6, and the chargesthat the election
was"“dolen” or unfair, are only the
most current Sgnsof the weskening of
democracy inthe U.S.

Thetrugt in many of our inditu-
tionshave shrunk inthelast haf cen-
tury. In 1964, 77 percent of the public
believed thet the government would do
theright thing most of thetime, but by
2021 only 24 percent werewilling the
say thesamething.

Thereasonsfor that are many.
The Vietnam War, Watergate, presiden
tid scandds, economic chdlenges, rant
radio, and socid media, which amplify
the angriest and mogt congpiretorid of
voices, dl fosered distrust and cyni-
dsmaf government. Onthelocd leve,
the Hint water criss, and theendless
conflict in the Flint City Council, are
additiond reesonsdisrust hasgrown.

But even with the growing
cynicdsmand digrug of thesysem, as
least onething seemed to remain true:
the bdlief thet the people could govern
themselves by electing their officials.
Whaever the detals, trust in the dector-
d processisthe essentid coreof any
democratic sysem.

Within the last few yearsthat
core belief isunder attack as never
before.

TheJanuary 6insurrection

On Jan. 6, 2021, ariotous mob
attacked police and smashed win-
dows and doors, asthey stormed the
U.S. Capitol when the 2020 eection
resultsfor Joe Biden were about to

be certified.
(Continued on Page 16.)
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Photo of the Month: Winter branchesin their coats of frost

(Photo by Edwin D. Custer)

Education Beat

Leadership teams reshaped at Flint Community Schools —
Mcintosh out, Green in as board president; Supt. Jones proposes
new look for central administration team

The frequent makeover of
board and adminidgtrative leadership
teams at Flint Community Schools
(FCS) wasfront and center at the
board’'s annual organization meeting
Jan. 12.

Danielle Green replaced Carol
Mclntosh asthe school board's presi-
dent. Joyce EllisMcNed moved into the
vice president position, replacing Green.
Adrian Walker replaced EllisMcNed
asthe board's new secretary. Chris Del
Morone was chosen to fill the assistant
secretary-treasurer postion previoudy
held by Walker.

LauraMacintyre wasthe only
board member returned to the position
shehddin 2021, asthe board'stressurer.

Additiondly, Kevdin Jones—
FCS superintendent for two months
since his gppointment Nov. 17 last year

By Harold C. Ford

— proposed anew-look structure for FCS
central adminigtration.

Contested presidency and
vice presdency

Three persons were nominated
for the board’s top position: Green;
Mclntosh; and Del Morone. Green
claimed the president’s position on
the first ballot with votes from El-
lisMcNea, Maclntyre, Walker, and
Green. Mclntosh received votes from
Del Morone, Trustee Allen Gilbert,
and Mclntosh.

EllisMcNed captured thevice
presidency by asmilar 4-3 margin with
support from Macintyre, Walker, Del
Morone, and EllisMcNedl.

Waker (secretary), Macintyre
(treasurer), and Gilbert (assigant secre-
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tary-treasurer) dl received winning 7-0
vote margins.

A“green” board

Except for Green and Mclntosh
who arein their sixth yearsof FCS
board service—both eected in 2016 —dll
other board members have served onthe
pand for oneyeer or less

After taking two of thetop three
spotsin the November 2020 genera
dection, EllisMcNed and Macintyre
took their seatsin January, 2021. Walker
was chosen the same month by the
FCS board to fill the unoccupied seat
of athird generd dection winner, Anita
Moore, who did not fully meet board
requirements.

In September 2021, Del Morone

(Continued on Page 5.)




Schools ...
(Continued from Page 4.)
and Gilbert were picked to fill seats that
had been suddenly vacated dueto the
resignations of board veterans Diana
Wright and Vera Perry the month before.

you.

According to her Linkedin page,
Green“wasborn and raised in Hint,
Michigan.” Shereceived aGenerd
Studies degree from Mott Community
College, aBachdor of Science degree
from Centrd Michigan University with
aconcentration in PublicAdminigretion,
and aMagtersin Educationd Leadership
from Wayne State University.

FCS past President
Carol Mcintosh
Photo source: FCS website

Graceful trangtion

Mclntosh hed srved asthe
board's president for one year during cd-
endar year 2021. It wasan uncartain year
mearked by apandemic, infragtructure
challenges, financial uncertainties, un-
expected board resgnations, changesin
adminigration, dedining student enroll-
ment, low sandardized test scores, staff
departures, board-adminigration tensons,
and acontroversid parting of wayswith
thedidrict’slong-serving legdl counsd.

Board medtingsin 2021 were often
lengthy, generally running three to five
hours, and frequently marked by obvious
tengons between and among itsmembers

Nonetheless, Mclntosh wasgra
ciousin defedt.

“It was an honor to serveyou [the
public],” Mclntosh sdd. “I'm sureMs.
Greenwill doanamazingjob. AndI’'m
in full support of all our officers no matter
where I sit. My fight will always be for
our students, the peoplewho work in our
digtrict and in our community. So, thank

Newly elected FCS President
Danielle Green
Photo source; FCS website

* Theexecutivedirector of
finance, a post currently occupied by
Ayunna Dompreh, dsoincludesadirec-
tor of operations.

In 2021, Jones became Hint's
eghth superintendent in 16 years
following the contentious departure of
Anita Steward. A lawsuit was filed by
Seward's attorney, Tom Pabgt, charging
breach of contract and other violaions.

In the past 18 months, FCS ad-
minigrative changes began, but did not
end with the superintendent’s office. It
included the office of assistant superin-
tendent, director of operations, director
of finance, and multiple changes at the
building(s) levd.

An acrimonious ending of the
decades-long relationship with itsformer
legd counsd, TheWilliams Firm, may
yet end up in court.

Eileen Tomad, FCS schoal hedth
coordingtor for 11 years, Sepped downin
Sept. 2021. Thet postionisill vecart.

EVM education beat reporter can be
reached at hcford1185@gmail.com

Proposad new look for central
administration

Superintendent Jones proposed a
new look for the central adminigtration
team:

» KeionaMurphy'sdutiesasthe
digrict’'s assigant superintendent would
include “gate and federd programs;
technology; director of sudent and fam-
ily services (enrollment); pupil account-
ing/programmer; athletics”

» Theexecutive director of
academics (vacant a present) would
preside over: “(the) office of academics;
building principas, PE (presumably
professond education); MTSS (multi-
tiered system of supports) and hedth
sarvices, sudent data”

» Theexecutivedirector of HR
(human resources) isapostion currently
occupied by JorginaRubin on aninterim
bass

Unclassified Ads

Apartment for Lease

Two-bedroom second story apartment for
lease on Avon near Keardey St. Available
inApril. Can be partidly furnished. Has
alarge upper deck, off-street parking,
washer, dryer, storage. Walk three blocks
or lessto U of M-Flint, MCC, Cultural
Center, library, downtown, Farmers
Market, three parks, and bike paths. Easy
freeway access. References and credit
check requested. $650 per month plus
utilities.

E-mail ecuster@sbcglobal.net or write:

Apartment
Box.11

720 E. Second St.
Flint M1 48503.

Studio Apartment for Rent
Clean, partiadly furnished. All bills
paid except electricity. Walking
distance from Mott C.C. and U of
M-Flint.

Call:
810-625-3924.
Please |eave a message.




Despite public opposition,
plans for Ajax Asphalt plant move forward

Public opposition and gppedsto
date and Federd regulatory agencies
havethusfar faled to derail plansfor an
agphdt plant in Genesee Township very
near northeast Hint. An air permit was
goproved by the Michigan Department
of Environment, Great Lakesand Energy
(EGLE) in November dlowing Ajax
Materids Corporation to move forward.

The condruction Steiswithin an
indudrid park on Energy Drive adjacent
tothe . Francis Prayer Center, 2381
Carpenter Rd, and only one-tenth mile
from northeast Hint neighborhoods. They
ae"some of thelowest-income and pre-
dominantly black neighborhoodsin Hint,”
according to MonaMonroe-Younis, exec-
utive director of Environmenta Transfor-
mation Movement of Hint (ETM).

Protest sign on the grounds of St.
Francis Prayer Center on
Carpenter Road
(Photo by Tom Travis)

Oppodtionto the plant isorganiz-
ing around theissue of pollution in the
context of environmentd racism. Gene-
see Township is 80 percent white; few of
itsresdentslivein close proximity to the
proposed plant.

About 86 percent of the people
within one mile of the proposed facility
are people of color, according to indus-
trid hygienist and Hint resident Peterson
Cullimore.

Hint's population is56 percent
black; its poverty rateis 39 percent, more
than twicetha of Genesee Township.

Some available data support the
protestors arguments. A Jan. 2, 2022

By Harold C. Ford

report by the Detroit Free Press“found a
connection between whereair pollution
permits are goproved and communities
wherelong-ganding racid and socioeco-
nomic disparities perss. Poor and mi-
nority populations make up alarger share
of the populationin areaswherean air
pollution permit was recently approved
than in areas without permit activity.”

The Free Pressreported that only
11 permit requests submitted to EGLE
have been rgected in the past seven years
while 1,700 were approved.

Oppostion broad based

A broad codition of groupsand in-
dividuas have organized in opposition to
the proposed plant, including Earthjudtice,
Great Lakes Environmentd Law Center,
the Naiond Housing Law Project, ETM,
Hint Risng, and the . Francis Prayer
Center.

InaDec. 18 gatement, codition
members charged, “If built, the asphdlt
plant would release hundreds of tons of
ar pollution every yearina community
that dreedy has one of the highest rates
of residents being hospitalized because of
aghmain Michigan.”

According to the Free Press, “ Gen-
exee County’'s asthma hospitdization rate
isnearly double the Satewide average,
according to the Michigan Department of
Hedth and Human Services”

“Therésawholehog of indudria
fadlitiesdong Dort Highway within haf a
mile” sad MonaMonroe-Younis, ETM'’s
executivedirector, & aNov. 15 community
forum. “All of thesefedilitiestogether are
cregting ahighlevd of ashma”

Hint Mayor Sheldon Nedley
issued astatement Nov. 15 following the
permit gpprova by EGLE. It read, in part:

“The decison to gpprovethe
Ajax Materids Corporation’s permit is
very disgppointing ... Thiscontinuesto
happen in poor to moderate communities
with black and brown residents ... with-
out congderation of our families hedth
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and safety first.”

“Adding onemore plant isvery
concerning to us,” added Monroe-Younis.
“We redl saying with one united voice,
‘This plant should not be here. Putting it
hereisan act of environmenta racism.””

“We reworried about the com-
bined risk of these hazardousair pol-
lutants and air toxics, namely the ones
that are suspected or confirmed human
carcinogens which have been confirmed

Peterson Cullimore, industrial hygienist,

Windborne Group, partner
Photo source: LinkedIn

inasphdt fumes,” Cullimore said.
“We'redsninterestedin
odor,” added Cullimore, “not being able
to open our windows ... Odor itself can
be groundsfor denying apermit like
this” Dugt, noise pollution, light pol-
Iution, and the negetive impact on red
edate prices—thuswidening theracid
weelth gap —are other concerns.
“Herewego agan,” said Quincy
Murphy, city councilperson for Flint's 3rd
Ward, in referencing the city’sinfamous
water crids, 2014 to the present.
Ata“ligening sesson” inHint's
Riverpark neighborhood on Dec. 18,
2021, Murphy heard from locd residents,
or their representatives, who would be
most directly affected by the proposed
(Continued on Page 8.)




THISMONTH IN THE VILLAGE

For thisissue, a selection of events available to our readersis highlighted — beginning after our publication date
of Feb. 4. It is not an exhaustive list, rather a sampling of opportunitiesin the city. To submit events for our March issue,
email info about your event to pisenber @gmail.com by Feb. 26.

Buckham Gallery
Now-Feb. 12

Small Talk

Michael Reedy, Bria Spolans

Feb. 12-Mar. 19

Dialects and the Decommodified:
The Specters of Capital: Morgan
Craig

Textures of the Southwest: Robert

All the Pretty Little Hor ses,
Chris Waters

Screen yourself for COVID-19
symptoms and reschedule your visit
if necessary.

Buckham Gallery

121 W. 2nd St., Hint

For moreinfo visit
buckhamgallery.org

or call 810-239-6233

FLINTER FEST 2022

Feb. 12, 1-9 pm., Saturday
Thisisafree event for all ageswith
art & craft workshops, enhanced
audio & visual experience, outdoor
stage performances with

aheated tent.

Buckham Alley

in downtown Flint

sponsored by the Greater Flint

Arts Council through funding

from the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation.

For more info go to https://z-upload.face-
book.com/events/276017247848929/

St. Cecilia Society

Feb. 13, 2 p.m. Sunday

Featured performers will be soprano Kim
Streby, baritone Robert Hoag, jazz singer
Tracy McDonough, and pianist

Pat Cronley at MacArthur Recita Hall

Feb. 27,2 p.m.
Winners of the Student Awards auditions
will perform at MacArthur Recital Hall

Free and open to the public.

St. Cecilia Society of Flint

1025 E. Keardey St., Flint

Call 810-238-1350 for moreinfo.

Ed Custer’'s East Village Magazine logo is reimagined
for each issue by Patsy |senberg.




Ajax Asphalt ...

(Continued from Page 6.)

Ajax plant:

» Ted Zahrfddt, director, &. Francis
Prayer Center: “This is a fight. This is like
Gdliath ... comingin; we' relike David, but
wedon't even haveagood dingshat ...
Genexee Township seemsto haveno care
or concern for the community, the commu-
nity wherethisplantisgoing.”

* LaShaya Darisaw, politicd and
organizationa consultant: “Thisisacivil
rightsissue ... based on its pettern of
discriminating againgt black and brown
communities.”

¢ Unidentified resident: “This as-
phalt plant isgreetly going to destroy the
Hint River because of their (Ajax) water
runoff.”

“Thisisanided dtuation for the
sate to stand up for environmentd justice
and demand acumulative risk assess-
ment prior to any permitting,” Cullimore
sad. “Wewill not trade our hedlth for ...
freshly paved roads”

EPA research confirms
health consequences

Asreported by Eagt Mllage Mag-
azine (EVM) onAug. 13, 2021, a2015
study by the Environmenta Protection
Agency (EPA) confirmed the deleterious
impect of agphdt plants on the hedth of
nearby residents:

“Agphdt plantsmix gravel and
sand with crude oil derivetivesto mekethe
agphalt used to pave roads, highways, and
parking lots acrossthe U.S. These plants
release millions of pounds of chemicads
into theair during production eech yesr,
induding many cancer-causing toxic ar
pollutants such as arsenic, benzene, form-
adehyde, cadmium ... hexane, phenal,
polycydic organic matter, and toluene ....”

“Other toxic chemicdsarere-
leased into the air asthe agphdt isloaded
into trucks and hauled from the plant site,
including voletile organic compounds,
polycydlic aromatic hydrocarbons
(PAHs), and very fine condensed particu-
lates.

“Exposureto these air taxicsmay
cause cancer, centra nervous system

problems, liver damage, respiratory prob-
lems ... coughing, wheezing or short-
nessof breath, severeirritation of skin,
headaches, dizziness, and nausea. Anima
studies show PAHs affect reproduction,
cause birth defects and are harmful to the
immune system.”

Appealsto gate
and federal agencies

In addition to severd public
information/protest mestings, anti-agphalt
plant activists have formaly raised their
concerns about the agphdt plant in the
following ways.

* Sept.21,2021: Official com-
ments filed with EGLE regarding air
quelity;

* Oct. 27, 2021: Request for EPA's
External Civil Rights Compliance Office
to review possible Title VI violation of
the Civil RightsAct;

* Nov. 8, 2021: Administrative
complaint filed with the EPA contending
EGLE did not sufficiently study risks/
impacts on Hint community;

* Dec. 15, 2021: Adminigtrative
complaint filed with Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
dleging various civil rightsviolaions.

None of the above actions have
been successful sofar in hdting con-
gruction of the plant.

Ajax recaved itsar permit
gpprova on Nov. 15, 2021. The next day
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer sent
an email contending EGLE “took every
measureit could ... to protect resdentsin
the plant’svicinity.” Those permit protec-
tionsincluded:

* Cannot burn wagte ail;

* Limitations on sulfur content in
fudsburned;

* Moregringent smokestack tests
for pollutants;

* Deveopment of afugitive dust

plan.

EVM seeking responsefrom Ajax,
gateand federal governments

EVM isseeking responsesto the
proposed asphdt plant in Genesee Town-
ship from Ajax itself, and from officials
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and agencies a the sate and federd
levels. Thoseindude U.S. Senators
Debbie Stabenow and Gary Peters; U.S.
Congressman Dan Kildee (5th Didrict);
the EPA; HUD; Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer; State Senator Jm Ananich
(27th Didrrict); Michigan Representative
David Martin (48th Didtrict); EGLE,
Michigan Department of Environment;
Genesee County Commissioner Gary
Peppin (9th Didtrict); and Genesee Town-
ship Supervisor Danid Eashoo.

EVM will report on their responses
initsprint and online editions.

Theresa Landrum, Evergreen Advisory
Board member
Photo source: Evergreen Action

Lessonsfrom 48217

TheresaLandrum, alifelong
resident of southeast Detroit, said é the
Nov. 15 forum shewasintroduced to the
possibility of environmentd injustice
whenthelocd SerraClub’'sRhondaAn-
derson asked, “ Did you ever think that the
illnessesin your community were being
caused ... whereyou liveat and what is
surrounding you asfar asindustry?’

Her neighborhood, known by its
48217-zip code, was found to be one of
the mogt polluted communitiesin the
nation. Landrum survived about with
cancer; her parentsdid not. Nor did adis-
proportionately high number of neighbors
in the predominantly African American
community.

Morethat 40 pollution-spewing
enterprisesswerelarelocated indde 48217,
Landrum said. An agphdt company,

Marathon Petroleum Company Asphdt
(Continued on Page 9.)



Ajax Asphalt ...

(Continued from Page 8.)

Termind, was but one of those enterprises.

Landrum and her environmenta
justice compatriots have lobbied four
Michigan governors and three directors
of the Michigan Department of Envi-
ronmenta Equaity (MDEQ) to address
the “cumulaiveimpact” on the residents
of her community by somefour dozen
polluters.

Landrum told Nov. 15 forum
participants that, “Hundreds, and maybe
thousands, of chemicas (were) being
dlowedtoemitintotheair ... webegan
to understand that these different kinds of
cancers, these different kinds of bresthing
hedth issues could possibly be connected
to our environment.”

Theloca Beaumont hedth facility
reported adigoroportionately high number
of childhood asthma casesin 48217.
“That was unprecedented,” said Landrum.
When stonewalled by MDEQ for the
given reason of “no datd’, Landrum and
other activigs created a“ hedth survey”
that was distributed by loca churches.

“They found that 48217 wasthe

most polluted zip code ... inthe Sate of
Michigan,” recdled Landrum. “We had
some of the highest cancer rates acrossthe
nation.” EGLE refuted the information.
It took two more yearsfor the Center for
Disease Control to confirm the results of
the hedlth survey generated by Landrum
and her colleagues.

Landrum said Standard & Poor’s,
an American credit rating agency, report-
ed an across-the-nation rise of 20 percent
in property vaueswhile, a the sametime,
it reported a 56 percent drop in 48217
property vaues.

“That showsyou,” Landrum assart-
ed, “thedataisthere, but the regulatory
agencies and thelocd governments and
even our state legidatures do not act on
behdf of our resdents”

“| fed that theinaction of the regu-
latory agency of EGLE isnat theinability
todoit, it'stheunwillingnesstodoiit,”
charged Landrum. “They know thet these
industries areimpacting the hedth of the
residents”

“Over theyears, we have not had
avery favorable reationship with EGLE
because the culture, the mentdlity iss-
loed,” dleged Landrum. “One department
doesnot talk to the ather department ...
That is not for the benefit of the residents.”

“Who has done along-term study
of the hedlth of the resdentsto show thet
the gandards st by the EPA (Environ-
menta Protection Agency) ... isadequate
for humen lifeto exi¢?’ asked Landrum
rhetorically. “*Nobody.” So, we haveto do
our ownwork and our own udies.”

Landrum dedlared thet gateand
federd governmentshave sautory provi-
gonstoinvestigatethe cumulativeimpact”
of pollution(s). “But they don't,” sad
Landrum. “Why? Because big money hes
the money and the ability to lobby againgt
that and it'snot favorableto their company.”

Landrum and her environmenta
justice calleagues are asking for a“ hedth
impact assessment” and “ cumuletive
impact assessment” for every permit that
isconddered.

“Michigan hasindudridized the
livesof people” said Landrum. “Industry
ismoreimportant than people'slives.
We're caaudties of indudtrid greed.”

EVM saff writer Harold C. Ford can be
reached at hcford1185@gmail.com

e This is not a remote position

e  starting pay at least $15/hour

Woodside Church of Flint seeks

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
TO DO ALL THE REGULAR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT THINGS
If this might be you, find the job description with application instructions on our website:

www.woodsidechurch.net/employment-at-woodside

e COVID vaccination and booster are required

Flint Registry ...

(Continued from Page 15.)

by agrant from the Centersfor Dis-
ease Control and Prevention’s (CDC)
Nationa Center for Environmental
Health to Michigan State University
College of Human Medicine's Divi-
sion of Public Health.

To ““find help for my son”
- Flint Registry participant

“We signed up for the Flint
Registry to access resources and find
some help. My son was diagnosed
autistic and referred to Neurodevel op-
mental Center of Excellence — that’'s
really helped us getting him servicesin
school and autism behavioral thera-
py,” Maxine Onstott, a Flint Registry
participant, stated.

Community engagement

According to the report, com
ponents of the Flint Registry’s com-
munity-engaged effort included, but
were not limited to, establishing a
community advisory board, conduct-
ing focus groups, creating a parent
partners group, integrating a youth
advisory council (Flint Youth Justice
League), hiring and training communi-
ty members physically located in Flint,
hosting community events, developing
acommunity ambassador program,
collecting pre-enrollment feedback,
obtaining Community Ethics Review
Board (CERB) approval, recruiting
and hiring a Director of Community
Implementation and Engagement, con-
ducting robust grassroots community
outreach, and more.

The Flint Registry Community
Advisory Board promotes commu-
nication between residents, parents,
public agencies, and schools to
facilitate input, increase community
awareness, and coordinate activities
to benefit those served by the Flint
Registry.

The advisory board is co-
chaired by Dr. Lawrence Reynolds and

(Continued on Page 17.)



Writer Gary Gildner looks back on a Flint that

To understand how writer
Gary Gildner fedsabout hisHint
childhood inthe 1950s, someLatinis
inorder.

Flint -- specifically Flint’s
legendary Holy Redeemer Cathalic
Church and school and its devot-
ed diagpora-- isat the heart of the
second essay and centrd to many of
the others in Gildner’'snew collec-
tion, How | Married Michedeand
Other Journeys, just out from BkMk
PressinKansasCity. TheHint
essay istitled * Juventutem Meam.”

For 214 century Cathalics,
accustomed now to the decades of
the English mass, thewordsmight as
well be Greek.

But if youwerean dtar boy in
the Ffties, as Gildner was, intheera
before Pope John 23rd yanked Latin
from the sacristy, you would know in
your bones, from endlessrepetition,
that “ Juventutem Meam” arethe
wordsthat gart the Latin mass.

They mean, “To God who
givesjoy tomy youth,” Gildner
confirms.

Though the stories are not
ampleand ther plot linesnot dways
happy, joy permeeates hismemories.

“Inthe boom yearsfollowing
WWII, Hint wasamazing,” here-
cdlsinaphoneinterview. “I couldn’'t
have been hgppier.”

Always prolific and still vigor-
oudy productive a 83, Gildner has
published more than 20 books, in-
cluding eight poetry collections, four
short gory collections, anove, one
collection of essays, and two mem-
oirs. His2008 book The Warsaw
Sparks documented his adventure
coaching abasebd| team in Poland
when Gildner was on aFulbright
professorship in 1987-88. He had

“gave joy to my youth”
By Jan Worth-Nelson

asecond Fulbright in the former
Czechodovakiain 1992-93.

The Hint of Gildner’'s mem-
oriesislargely gone -- the school
closed in 2009, the buildings de-
molished in 2019. He has not been
back since 2014, aperiod of eight
yearsthat has torpedoed the city
into aworld unimagined in SO many
ways, But heretainsan ongoing,
intense writer’slove for what the
city was, and itseffect on him
endures.

Writer Gary Gildner
(Photo by Daniel Lacroix)

BorninWest Branchinan
goatment over hisGildner grandfa
ther’slumber yard, Gildner wasthe
oldest of threekids. When hewas
gx, his parents moved the family
to Hint, where hisfather, an auto
mechanic, carpenter and gardener,
sought opportunities from the post-
war boom.

Housing was hard to come by
following World War 11, but Gild-
ner’sfather found aconverted garage
acrossthe sreet from Bendle High
School, After afew months, the fam-
ily moved to ahouse a 2014 Buder
., Gildner gill remembers.

“My dad promised my mother
it wastemporary,” and eventudly
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he built her ahouse off Mgple Road
where shelived therest of her life.

“A lot of my poems come
from that house [on Buder
Street],” Gildner says. “It had alush
back yard with a magnificent cherry
tree, two long rows of Concord
grapes which my mother made jely
from every year. The house behind
uswas owned by the Hill family
-- their son Eddie was my best
‘non-Catholic’ buddy.”

He saysheloved thenunsa
Holy Redeemer -- Sigters of the
Holy Crossfrom Notre Dame -- and
Holy Redeemer added oneyear at
atimefrom eighth gradeonjustin
timefor him to graduate from high
school there.

Gildner says he used the
Latin phrasefor hisHint essay as
atribute, because “| did appreciate
very much what those nuns gave
me and aso other thingsthat the
Catholic Church gave me -- they
gave medrama.”

Two examples make his point.

Onetime playing softbdl, his
favorite teacher, Sster Lenore, was
pitching.

“I caught one of her easy
pitches and | droveit Sraight back a
her. She had agorgeous Itdian nose
and theball landed smack on her
nose and made it bloody. | thought,
ohmy god, I’ ve broken that poor
woman'snose” herecdled, andin
fact,”In subsequent days, it looked a
little off center.”

But during the game, “ She
pulled ahanky out of her clothes
and sad, the blood has stopped, let’'s
play bal. How could you not lovea
woman likethat?*

Theother involved asurre-

(Continued on Page 11.)



Gildner ...
(Continued from Page 10.)
a moment with one of the parish
priests. The pagtor of the parish a
thetime, Father LouisP. Gauthi-
er, would giveahometo alot of
priestswho were troubled, Gildner
recdls.

“Onewasachaplainfrom
WWII who suffered from PTSD. He
wasabig guy, carried himsdf like
an athlete. | was serving masswith
him one morning -- how we dways
began our day. The entire sudent
body’s waiting for usto come out,
but beforewewalk out of the sacristy
to start mass, he spots my duffel bag
with afootbdl init. He picksit up
and hedartsto hold it.

“You' rethe quarterback,
right? Show mehow you grip the
bdl,” the priest demanded. “Now
we retalking about football -- the
mass has completely flown out of
hishead, and he was retregting to
ahappy time -- because hewas
burdened. | didn’t know what the
hell was going on, but | wasonthe
priest’ssde -- he had been so sad
and that moment he was suddenly
ble”

After Holy Redeemer, Gild-
ner went onto Michigan State and
eventudly became a professor, re-
tiring from Drake University in Des
Moinesto writefull-time,

Like many Michiganders,
Gildner inherited degp and braided
Polish connections. His grandfa-
ther, Steve Szogtak, immigrated to
Michigan a 16 inthe early 20th
century. Heworked in the factories
in Detroit but saved up enough even-
tudly to buy a“ pretty littlefarm” up
north, 187 acreswhere Gildner asa
child spent blissful summer vidts.

That grandfather, who spoke
only Polish asametter of principle,
Gildner suspects, loved the Polish
writer Joseph Conrad -- known

only to him as Jozef Korzeniowski

-- and kept a Conrad book in his
pocket dl hislife. When hedied, his
wife buried the book under hisarm.
Gildner was 11 & thetime and didn’t
know anything about it. But |ater,
Conrad becameimportant to Gildner
himsdf. Trying to track down more
about his grandfather for amemoair,
he found the unearthed connection
with the Polish writer sunning.

TheHint essay isoneof 15
inthe callection, put together from
morethan 20 years of Gildner's
writing covering alifetime of expe-
riences-- not just in Hint, but & his
Polish grandfether’sfarm, in Poland
and theformer Czechodovakia, in
lowa, Idaho and his current homein
Tucson, Arizona.

Hisfather and both siblings
-- Gloriaand Greg, both of whom
dayed inthe Grand Blanc/Hint area
while Gildner journeyed theworld --
have died, aswdl as hismother, who
passd at 97 in 2014 in the house of f
Maple Road. The occasion of her
desthwashislag vistto Hint. He
has two children and three grandchil-
dren from two previous marriages.
Hemarried Michele, aretired civil
rightslawyer, in 2009.

Explaining the book’stitle,
Gildner saysthe many journeys of
hislife arewhat madeit possble
for him to marry again -- that each
adventure of hislife prepared him for
thenext. Hesaysthebook isalove
letter to Michele, away of explaining
who hewasandis.

He was aiming to understand,
he says, “How you'reableto bea
full human being with another per-
son because of al your experienc-
es. We are the sum of our scattered
details, which aren't so scettered
after dl,” hesaid.

“Our lives are messy, many
grest things are messy, democracy is
messy -- something we have to put
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up with.”

He eventualy dropped away
from Catholiciam, partly because of a
pressing need to find the truth.

“I'm‘fdlenaway,’ but | don’'t
fed thet | havefdlen away from
everything. | just separated mysdlf
from acertain amount of ritua and
doganeering. For people who have
beenrasad as| was, theresacartain
complexity to it that ironically fits
in beautifully to my needtotry to
discover ‘wherethedogisburied.””

It soneof hisfavorite phrases,
trandated from Polish, astand-in for
finding out where the truth begins.

But Gildner understands that
nailing down “the truth, thewhole
truth, and nothing but thetruth” re-
mansasdusve asthe myserieshis
Holy Redeemer priests proffered.

Sometimes, he assarts, inthe
conclusonto thetitle essay, “ Just
plain old remembering ... issome-
timesrich enough.”

“My higory with Hintison-
going,” Gildner summarized when
asked about the hold the city has
had on him. “I have never redly left
Hint. Thereasonwhy | wasinterest-
ed in fleeing Flint after high school
wasthat | wanted to seemore -- the
world was much bigger than Hint,
but I have cometo learn that you can
find the world in a molecule. Both
approaches aim at finding the truth.

“Hint hasgiven me agrest
ded and | am grateful for it,” he
says. “l can'timagine ever com-
pletely divorcing mysdlf from Hint.”

More about Gary Gildner and
hisbooks available a https./mww.
pw.org/directory/writerS'gary_gildner

How | Married Michele can be
purchased through BKMK-Press.com
or through your local bookstore.

EVM consulting editor Jan
Wbrth-Nelson can be reached at
janworth1118@gmail.com



“Sons: Seeing the Modern African American Male”
exhibition at the FIA explores perceptions of Black men

Aiming to go beyond a pho-
tographic study, photographer Jerry
Taliaferro hopes his exhibit will help
the community explore “ perceptions
and biases’ towards Black men.

“Recent events point to the ur-
gent need for conversations about the
contemporary Black American male,”
Taliaferro said in apressrelease
accompanying the show.

“Any effort, however humble,
to foster an understanding of this
largely misunderstood and often mar-
ginalized segment of the American
population is of utmost importance,”
Taliaferro added.

Taliaferro, 68, photographed
men nominated by the community
in early 2021. The 49 men photo-
graphed are divided into two sections:
first a black and white photograph of
just their face, and then later in the
exhibition alarger photograph in col-
or, where the subjects were instructed
to ‘be themsealves,” according to the
press release.

The exhibit is divided into two
parts: first the small black and
white photograph and second the
brighter gallery with color

photographs of the men.
(Photo by Tom Travis)

The exhibit opened Jan. 22 and
runsto April 16 in the Hodge and
Henry Gallery.

The gallery is open Monday
through Saturday 10 am. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Entry to
the exhibit is free for Genesee County
residents. More details about the
location and COVID protocols can
be found at https:/flintarts.org/visit/

By Tom Travis

admission.

On the eve of the opening of
the exhibition at a private showing for
the men photographed, their families
and the media, East \illage Magazine
(EVM) spoke with four men and their
family members.

“Just because our skin isdifferent
doesn’'t mean wecan't makean
impact in theworld.”

- DennisMitchell

Portrait of
Dennis Mitchell
(Photo by Tom Travis)

“Just because our skinis
different doesn't mean we can’'t make
an impact in theworld. We're all,
at the end of the day, human beings.
e all breathe the same way, we eat
the same way. We should always be
united and not in conflict with each
other.”

“I would want other races and
all people to see this as arepresenta-
tion of Black kings making a differ-
enceintheworld.”

Asked what he hopes visi-
tors will take away from the exhibit
Mitchell said, “I would want other
races and all peopleto seethisasa
representation of Black kings making
adifferencein theworld.”

Mitchell added that it was
“ beyond words’ to be a part of the
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exhibit.

Dennis Mitchéll, 23, born and
raised in Flint, said, “it’s an honor to
be a part of the exhibit.” Mitchell is
Director of Youth Services at the Flint
and Genesee Group.

“I"'mjust the type that likes to
‘do thework’ and | don’t do things
to get notoriety, | don't do thingsto
be recognized but the more work that
| do the morerecognized | am. So it
is an honor to be recognized among
these great Black men.”

“I think that people should take
away from thisthat we have made
significant achievements and con-

tributionsto the society
and to theworld.”
- Leon Adams

Leon Adams with his wife Patricia
Adams in front

of his portrait by Taliaferro
(Photo by Tom Travis)

Leon Adams, 72, of Fint, a
retired engineer, attended the event
with hiswife PatriciaAdams, 71.

“Thisisahistorical mo-
ment and I’'m among great men
here. All these guys have made
significant achievements and I’m
just happy to beapart of them.”

“| think that people should
take away from this that we have
made significant achievements and
contributions to the society and to the

world. And | think this shows only a
(Continued on Page 13.))



“Sons” exhibit ...
(Continued from Page 12.)

little tidbit of that here in reading the
stories of all these men.”
PatriciaAdams, Leon’s wife,
accompanied her husbhand with her
arm wrapped around his. She com-
mented, “1’ ve been smiling ever since
his picture was taken. I'm excited
about it. It'sawonderful display and
| hope people will cometo the FIA to
see this exhibit.

Hear twar ming message

Deondre Chilton’s portrait in
the exhibit.
(Photo by Tom Travis)

Deondre Chilton, Jr., 18, a
Flint resident and Grand Blanc High
School student isthe youngest man
photographed in the exhibit. “Be-
ing the youngest of the menin this
exhibit, it's really important to me
because it lets me know that people
are looking towards me as the future
of this community.

“It's... really heartwarming
to know that just a simple picture can
capture so much about the person.
And what they mean to our commu-
nity,” Chilton said. “ It'svery heart-
warming to know that the community
sees me as an important asset.”

He added, “ | hope that those
visiting the exhibit will realize the
times are really in need of a change
and the biases from before like the

Jim Crow era were just not necessary
and they were too much to be going
on in the first place.” Chilton added
hopes that people walk away from
this exhibit knowing that us as Black
people are not a threat to them.

Chilton reflected on his expe-
rience of seeing the photographer’s
previous Hint exhibit, Women of a
New Tribe. He said, “ The exhibit redl-
ly opened up to me that Black people
could be anything that they wanted to
be and as big as they wanted to be.”

Chiltonisin his 13th year at
UM-Flint. He said he hopesto go on
to study software engineering at UM-
Flint, Kettering, Howard University,
UM-Ann Arbor, or the Rochester
Institute of Technology.

Liveliness of a Black man

Trevor Norman and his mother in

front of his portrait
(Photo by Tom Travis)

Trevor Norman, 28, described
the exhibit as“ positivity for Black
men. Onething | really liked as|
walked through the exhibit isthat it
shows everyone smiling rather than
opposed to a straight face or a mean
face. It helpsto bring the vibrancy
out, you can see everyone's personali-
ty in these photos.”

Norman said he hopes when
people leave after visiting this exhibit
that they’ll redlize thingslike, “ they
don't have to lock their doorswhen |
walk by.”

“Honestly just to show a differ-
ent side than what the media shows.
We all know that the media portray
Black men in a negative way whether
they're doing crimes or they' re show-
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ing the death of a Black man.

“ But rather to show the liveli-
ness of and the pureness of a Black
man in this gallery -- you can't put
apriceon that. It's great to see,”
Norman added.

KeishaNorman, 49, Trevor’s
mother, said, “1t means the world
to meto see my son in this exhibit.
It's an opportunity for the rest of the
world to seewhat | get to see every
day -- which isayoung man aspiring
to do great things.”

“He's aphotographer, he'sa
barber, he loves longboarding - he's
more than just face that some people
see as a hegativity towards Black
people. There are so many positive
things that are happening in the Black
community and we need to highlight
more of that instead of highlighting
negative things.

“There are SO many things that
we can highlight ... those men need to
be celebrated more for their achieve-
ments and the thingsthey’ redoing in
education, helping the community and
trying to bring families together and
keeping families united.

“All of thisisimportant ...we
are doing thisin our community. This
exhibit helpsto highlight those grest
things that our Black men are doing
in our community.”

Pictured holding his camera
in the photograph, Norman says he
hopesto open his own gdlery or part-
ner with someone to open one where
he can display his photographs.

“I think there are alot of rev-
elationsto be had. We're very proud
of it,” said John Henry, FIA execu-
tive director.

“Thisis atremendous survey
of avery important community
here in Flint. They have engaged
in this project which exposes a
lot of realities of what it means
to be Black in America and Black
in Flint. I’'m hoping alot of Flint
turns out for this because | think
there are alot of revelations to be
had. We're very proud of it,” Hen-
ry commented.

(Continued on Page 14.)



“Sons” exhibit ...
(Continued from Page 13.)

The selection process for the
exhibition was based on the model
used in the 2017 “Women of aNew
Tribe” exhibit, which was Taliaferro’s
first exhibition at the FIA. In 2021
community members nominated
“ African American men in the Flint
community who have had a positive
impact on individuas, have helped
those around them in the neighbor-
hood and created positive change or
furthered important issuesin the com-
munity,” the press release explained.

“Vigtorswill have the oppor-
tunity to reflect and reconcile their
initial reactionsto the portraits, after
getting to the men and their stories
through text labels and QR codes that
lead to interviews conducted by the
artist with each man,” according to
the pressrelease.

The exhibition marks both the
return of Taliaferro art work to Flint
and the fifth anniversary of his pre-
vious exhibition “Women of aNew
Tribe, which proved to be a popular
exhibition.

While not present in-person
Taliaferro did appear on a zoom call
in the FIA theater where patrons
could engage and ask questions.

Storiesfrom Sons: Seeing the
Modern African American Male

East Village Magazine reporter
Harold Ford gathered five of the 49
storiesfromthe® sons” photographed
in the exhibit. Hereisa sample
provided by the FIA. Each*“ son”
selected three words or phrasesto
describe themsel ves.

Bob Campbell —Husband,
Father, Writer: Campbell isaHint
native and author of Motown Man,
anove published in Nov. 2020,
reviewed by East illage Magazine.
The setting of Motown Man isthe
“vehiclecity,” Flint, Michigan in the
1990s. The book explores themes of
racia identity and relationshipsin an
industrial town. No less than gtriking,

his portrait at the FIA exhibit shows
Campbell dressed smartly in black and
white formalwear holding a copy of
his book.

Anthony Artis—Art Collec-
tor, Teacher, Bible-based pastor:
Artisis co-pastor of Dedicated Be-
lievers Ministries. He holdsaB.A.
in Business Administration and a
Master’s of Divinity degree. He and
his wife have created The Antho-
ny and DavidaArtis Collection of
African-American Art.

DeAndre Chilton, Jr. —King,
Son, Loyd: Chilton isthe youngest
of the 49 men featured inthe FIA's

duces hockey to 8- to 11-year-olds. In
2019, he was recipient of the Nation-
a Hockey League's Willie O’ Ree
Community Hero Award. He assists
the Ontario Hockey League “to help
ensure that the gameisinclusive for
al players, staff, and fans.” His por-
trait at the FIA shows him clutching a
hockey stick, of course.

A life of photography - Taliaferro

Taliaferro was born in the
small southern town of Brownsville,
Tennessee, according to his persona
website: www.blackartphotoart.com.

“Sons’ exhibition. He
isastudent at Grand
Blanc High School. At
GBHSheisamem-
ber of the National
Honor Society, the
Ccross-country team, a
jazz band member, and
captain of the bowling
team. Heis president
of theAlphaEsquires,

amentoring program;
he represents the Alpha
Esquires at oratorical

Photographer Jerry Taliaferro (left, on screen) appeared
by Zoom to engage with the patrons as they wondered

through his exhibit.
(Photo by Tom Travis)

events.

Stephen Mayfield — Educa-
tor, Police Officer, Entrepreneur:
Mayfield has been a law enforcer
for more than 30 years. Heis cur-
rently employed by the Department
of Public Safety at the University of
Michigan-Flint. He teaches public
safety at the local Career Ingtitute.
Heis co-founder of the Block Club,
a UM-F student organization that
promotes community service, social
events, and safety.

Rico Phillips—Ice Hockey
Ambassador, Retired Professional
Firefighter, Community Represen-
tative: Phillipsretired from the City
of FHint Fire Department after 27
years of service. His passion since
high school has been ice hockey; he
played on the team at Flint South-
western High School. He began
officiating matches in the 1980s. In
2010, he founded the Flint Inner-City
Youth Hockey Program that intro-

14

Heisa1977 graduate of West Point
Military Academy. While serving at
Fort Bragg hisinterest in photogra
phy began. While he was serving in
the U.S. military in Germany his first
published photograph appeared in a
Munich magazine in 1985. He spent
many yearsin commercial and adver-
tisement photography.

In the ensuing years hisfocus
has turned towards fine art photogra-
phy. Other exhibits of Taliaferroin-
clude: The Tuskegee Airman Project
and Black Wbmen as Muse.

Moreinformation can be found
at inalink onFlA's website about the
exhibition.

EVM Managing Editor Tom Travis can
be reached at tomntravis@gmail.com.

EVM reporter Harold Ford contrib-
uted to this article. Harold can be
reached at hcford1185@gmail.com.




Flint Registry reports 16,000 people enrolled in first four years

Asof July 31, 2021, just over
16,000 people have enrolled in the
Flint Registry. Nearly 70 percent of
those are adults, according numbers
just released in areport document-
ing The Registry’s first four years
of service. The oldest participant is
104 years old and the youngest istwo
yearsold.

Theinaugural report details
how participants are doing in areas
of health, nutrition, development,
and lead elimination as the Registry
enters its fifth year. Among those
findings:

Both adults and children report
they have difficulty affording healthy
food, and 43 per cent of adults say
they are worried about food running
out before they could buy more.

The most common reported
diagnosis for adults during or after
the Flint water crisis was high blood
pressure (47 per cent of adults).

Nonetheless, 90 per cent of par-
ents/caregivers describe their child’s
physical health as excellent, very
good, or good and 84 per cent describe
their child’'s mental health as excellent,
very good, or good.

The Flint Registry made over
91,000 phone calls, 272,000 mailings,
and hosted 441 community eventsin
its first four years of programming,
according to a press release. As of Jan.
1, 2022, enrollment has increased to
over 18,000 participants and referras
exceed 25,000.

The full report can aso be found
at their website at: www.FlintRegistry.
org.

Selected report findings include:

* 90 per cent of parents/care-
givers describe their child's physical
health as excdllent, very good, or good
and 84 per cent describe their child’'s
mental health as excellent, very good,
or good.

25 per cent of parents are

By Tom Travis

concerned about their child’'s devel op-
ment.

63 per cent of adults describe
their physical heglth as excellent, very
good, or good. 66 per cent of adults
describe their mental health excellent,
very good, or good for mental health.

» The most common reported
diagnosis for adults during or after
the Flint water crisis was high blood
pressure (47 per cent of adults).

* Both adults and children have
difficulty affording healthy food to eat
(43 per cent of adults were worried
about food running out before they
could buy more).

of participants by connecting Flint
residents to supporting services. The
Flint Registry’s first referral was sent
in January 2019.

By the end of the four-year
grant period (July 2021), the num-
ber of referrals quickly climbed to
22,317. The most common referrals
for adults were FAST Start (the City
of Flint'slead service line replace-
ment program) and for children, the
Neurodevelopmental Center of
Excellence (NCE).

In December 2016, President
Obama signed the sweeping Water
Infrastructure and |mprovements for
the Nation Act (WIIN) into law. This
provided funding for numerous water
infrastructure projects across the coun-
try including $170 million specifically
for Flint to deal with the water crisis
emergency that lurked itshead in
April 2014.

The Flint Registry isfor any-

Director of the Flint Registry Nicole
Jones, PhD, MS.

Photo source: www.publichealth.msu.edu

“We are inspired by the resil-
iency of Flint, and we are driven to
be an asset to our community. Many
on our team call Flint and Genesee
County home, and we are so grateful
to build something amazing in Flint,
by Flint, and for Flint to better sup-
port our community,” the Director of
the Flint Registry, Dr. Nicole
Jones said.

22,317 referralsin four years

The Flint Registry was designed
to improve the health and development
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Former U.S. President Barack
Obama drinks a glass of filtered
water from Flint during a meeting
with local and federal authorities in
Michigan, May 4, 2016.

Photo source: REUTERS/Carlos Barria

one who was exposed to Flint water
because they lived, worked, attended
schooal, or regularly visited the City
of Fint during April 2014-October
2015, including children who were
born before August 1, 2016, that may
have been exposed prenatally.

The Flint Registry is supported

(Continued on Page 9.))



Commentary ...
(Continued from Page 3.)

What seemed like an impulsive
and out of control mob soon began
to look more ominous as details
emerged. Though muchislikely to be
revealed with the Jan. 6 Commission
in months to come, it's already ap-
parent that there was much planning
and coordination for the events of that
day, and the goal wasto overturn the
results of the 2020 election.

Exactly who said what to
who, and who emailed who, remains
to be seen, but clearly thiswas a
concerted effort to undo a democrat-
ic election at the highest levels of
government in the most brutal man-
ner, including death threats against
the vice-president.

All of that was fueled by a
defeated president who claims that
the election was stolen, even after
more than ayear of recounts, audits,
and more than 60 court challenges to
the contrary.

What ismost worrisome is not
that Donald Trump bdievesthat, but
that asmany as 75 percent of dl Repub-
licans, and 40 percent al Americans,
buy into it aswedll. Those beiefsare not
smply adisagreement over palicy, they
strike a the heart of thetrugt that any
democretic system needs.

Redtrictionson voting

In responseto the COVID-19
pandemic, many election officials
responded by alowing mail-in voting,
early voting, same day registration, and
no-excuse absentee voting. Consdering
how quickly some of the adjustments
had to be made, the sysem worked
remarkably well. Voter turnout was & a
record level, and by most etimatesthe
eection was probably the fairest and
most honest in our higtory.

But in response to the large turn-
out, and the new methods of voting,
more than 19 states have passed laws
aimed at restricting the right to vote,
limiting times and places for casting
ballots, making registration more

difficult, and placing other barriers to
prospective voters.

Thefull impact of those mea-
sures remains to be seen, but the mo-
tivesare clear. They aimto suppressthe
vote that €ected Joe Biden but, more
importantly, they dtrike é thetrust in the
system, and the trugt in the voters.

Partisan attackson local
election officials

Those who have sought to un-
dermine democracy have taken anew
tack and begun targeting local offices
that rarely make partisan headlines.
While much of the nation focuses on
the presidential contest or the gover-
nor’srace, it isthe state secretaries of
gate and local city, county, and town-
ship eection clerks, who will manage
the eections, and count the balotsin
2022 and 2024. It wasthese individu-
as, many of whom were Republican,
who oversaw the counts and recounts
in 2020, and found there wasllittle
chesting of any consequence.

Those who support the ‘big
lie' that the election was stolenin
2020 are now targeting these often
invisible offices, with the hope that, in
2024, they will be ableto rely on their
partisan state and local officials to do
their bidding when votes are counted.
Thisyear, Michigan may see aballot
proposal that would limit the power of
the secretary of gtate to conduct audits.
Some local officials have received
death threats for doing their jobs.

AsJosef Stalin said “The people
who cast the votes decide nothing.
Those who count the votes decide

everything.”
FakeElectoral Collegevotes

Findly, in one of the most
blatant and bizarre attemptsto undo the
eection, Michigan Republican dectors
tried to submit afake eectord bdlot,
giving Michigan's 16 ectord votesto
Donad Trump, in spite of thefact that
helost the gtate by over 150,000 votes.
They showed up at the Michigan State
Capitol asthe dectord voteswere being
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recorded, and were turned away by
Michigan State Police.

It sppearsthat this attempt was a
coordinated plan to reverse the ector-
a votein anumber of other Satesas
well. According the Michigan Attorney
Generd DanaNessd, both federa and
date crimina charges are apossibility
for thoseinvolved.

Thisattempt goesfar beyond an
individua voter trying to Suff an extra
bdlot in the box for their candidate, or
voting for adead rdleive. Thisorga:
nized attempt is an attack on the very
ideathat in ademocracy the voters
should decide dections.

What to do?

We need to recognize the full
nature of the threat from the events of
Jan. 6, the attemptsto limit the vote,
and the waysin which even the most
local officials are critical to democracy.
These aren't Smply disagreements
over public palicy, right vs. left, or
even Republicans vs. Democrats. They
drike at the heart of democracy, and
the trust that supportsit.

Democracy requires participation;
those who work againg it count on the
gpahy of others. Tekethetimetolearn
about the candidates and issues and vote.
Pay attention to those offices that are
often at the bottom of the ballot. They
may be moreimportant than you redize.
Don't acoept everything you read on
Facebook or Twitter. Check things out.
Usefact checkersregularly when you
seeanew ‘fact’ on socid media.

Democracy can befragile.

Other nations havelogt it when faced
with challenges. We need to face the
current chalenge to assure that we
remain ademocretic nation for the next
200 years. Perhgpsthe best quoteis
attributed to Ben Franklin, when, after
the Condtitutional Convention, hewas
asked “What do we have, arepublic, or
amonarchy?’ Hisresponsewas, “A
republic, if you cankeepit.”

Let'shopewe can keep it.

EVM political columnist Paul Rozycki
can be reached at paul .rozycki @mcc.edu.



Flint residents can receive bottled water, filters,
replacement cartridges and at-home water
testing kits at the following locations:

Ward 1 — Genesee County Land Bank, Ross Plaza,
2320 Pierson Rd.

Ward 3 — Antioch Missionary Baptist Church-Owned Property,
1401 E. Stewart Ave.

Ward 6 — West Court Street Church of God,
2920 W. Court St.

Ward 7 — Dort Federal Credit Union Event Center,
3501 Lapeer Rd.

Ward 9 — Genesee County Land Bank, Eastown Bowl Bowling
Alley, 3001 S. Dort Hwy.

The hours of operations for these community sites are:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday: Noon to 6 p.m.
Tuesday and Friday: Noon to 8 p.m.

Additional information is available at
www.michigan.gov/flintwater

From the archives

This ink drawing was created by late Flint resident Don Richards, one of several he contributed
to East Village Magazine in the 1980s. Richards was a land surveyor, a trade he learned in the Army.
He loved local history, finding ways to tell his stories through surveying.

This cartoon, much loved by two generations of EVM staff, has been on the wall of
the EVM office for many years.
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(Continued from Page 9.)

Kenyetta Dotson.

The board members represent
15 sectors of the Flint Community:
faith, workforce development, se-
niors, education, academia, organized
labor, nonprofit, government, philan-
thropy, media, health care, behav-
ioral health, parents, youth, and law
enforcement.

Flint Registry logo represents
moving forward
The Flint Registry logo, the San-

kofabird, isamythical African bird
from the Akan tribe in Ghana. The bird
is flying forward, yet looking back,
and carrying an egg in its mouth. It is
symbolic of aways needing to move
forward, but never forgetting what
happened in the past, and prioritizing
the young.

To sign up or find more infor-
mation, visit www.FlintRegistry.org or
call 1-833-GO-FLINT. Eligible partic-
ipants receive a $50 thank you check
after enrollment.

EVM Managing Editor Tom Travis can
be reached at tomntravis@gmail.com
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spirit and dogged determination to make
Flint abetter place.

Reminiscences of Tony

Jodlena Freeman

“If you take aminute just to imag-
ine, adauntingly large sea of chanting
warriors armed with empty water bottles
indde the rotunda at the Capitd in
Lansing, belting out the phrase“ Do your
jobsl Open the podd!”

Tony could be seen and heard
loud and clear. He was arock within our
community and astrong voice for the
people! He never seemed to miss abeat
to be able to stand up againgt those who
harmed us Hint residents.

He spoke loud for otherswho cud
not. He was big guy with ahuge heart
and wasn't afraid to shed histears of
passion whenever we won or whether
we logt abattle againgt the perpetrators
of our beloved Fint community of citi-
zens.

| watched Tony express himself
ways no others could. We all watched.
| was proud to walk thelinewith him.
He was a fighter for justice and for the
people, dways. It won't be the same
without you my friend and fellow weter
warrior...| missyou dready...”

RhondaKeso
“Tony stood up for dl of ugl!”

CarmalLewis

“Thisistheday | redized
that Tony could do no wrong in my
eyes.” Full video of Tony Paladeno can
be viewed on aYouTube search.

GinaLuster

“Those late night City Council
Mestings.... EPIC! Hewould try to get
through to Eric through Me! Lal... What
a task! We’ve definitely lost a Warrior!”

Vicki Marx

“Tony wasawarrior and fought
ferocioudy for hiscity whether it was
water or the privatization. Those of us

who were lucky enough to cal him
friend al knew that hewasagrizzly
bear with aheart bigger than the city he
fought so hard for. I’'ll miss being your
driver and bodyguard my Friend.”

MdissaMays

“Tony has been asolid and con-
gtant rock for Hint starting long before
the Water Crisis. Inthe past 7 years|’'ve
known Tony, | was honored to see and
work alongside such an incredible advo-
cate, friend, family man and the dedi-
cated rabble rouser for judtice hetruly
was. Tony's poditiveimpact on Hint is
permanent and he will be missed.”

Colette Metcalf

“Sde by sdewefought The
Water Sssnakes. Tony fought fiercely for
hisfamily and community, long before
the Flint Water Disaster. Beautifying
and cleaning Flint especiadly hisbeloved
Keardey Park.

Thank you to hisfamily for shar-
ing Tony and Lesh with us aswe hunted
those water snakes. Tony showed the
world how strong Hintstones are. Till
my last breath I too will fight for Justice
for Hint.

Tony they can’'t Sllence you even
in death, Water Warriorswill continue to
fight, we will say your name and remind
them We WON' T Back Down. A com-
promised immune system is one of the
many hedlth effects of lead poisoning.
Yes Covid-19 will be written as your
cause of death.

We know the truth of how bad
you were poisoned by Hint Water and |
for onewill remind those respongibleif
not here on earth their judgement awaits.
Rest easy my brother.”

Trina Redner

“Hint lost awarrior, his absence
will befelt & lossadeep blow to those
he stood with.”

Chrigina Sayyae

“Tony would aways put his
community in his heart. He carried the
weight of what happened persondly.
More people need to stand and never
back down like Tony. | remember so
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many timeswhen i waswell enough to
fight still he would always show up.

If he saw you needed ahug or
“we can dothis” Hewasthere. People
need to be brave like Tony. People need
to care about their nieghbors and com-
munity like Tony.

We can build a beautiful future
without thelies of the“gov” being like
Tony.”

“My kidsand i will misshim
deeply. Hewasarolemodd. My heart is
broken. We will never forget him.”

Dan Scheid

“I remember Tony at the Whiting
for theinfo sesson prior to the cultural
center millage vote, reminding the pandl
of artsdirectors of their responghbility of
seeing that the seetsin that auditorium
were filled with Flint’s poor, should
the millage pass.” An account of that
2018 mesting, including Paladeno’s
comments, can beread at https:/Awwv,
eastvillagemagazine.org and search:
“ arts millagetown hall.”

Bruce Stiers

“[Tony] was astand up guy with
abeautiful heart and arock solid family.
I’ve asked if possible that the flag at
City Hall be lowered to haf gtaff, and
amoment if silence a the next council
meeting for our Fallen Warrior.”

AndreaWatson

“Tony wastrue through and
through, wanted us to fight if not for our-
selves our children, grandchildren and
others! | was dways afraid, no longer!”

Tonya Williams

“We deff logt aFlint hero. Tony
will dways hold a specid place with
many. Heisatrue Hint hero.”

Maegan Wilson

“Tony was alead Hint water
warrior who made hisvoice heard. He
organized, trained and equipped others
to fight for clean water. He was truly
dedicated to exposing the Flint water
crigsand will be greatly missed.”

(Continued on Page 19)
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Deb Conrad

“Tony was larger than life. | know
we probably disagreed on awholelot
of stuff—except that people should have
clean, sdfe, affordable water. It wasa
pleasure to bein the street with him.
Even when the " street” wasindoorsat a
church.”

He spoke up for “forgotten rotten
neighbor hoods’

In aJuly 2018 East \illage
Magazine article covering atown hall
meeting about the arts millage Pallad-
eno offered some iconic and poignant
quotes.

Severa speakersvoiced concerns
that the city’s culturd indtitutions have
not always reached out adequatdly to
underserved communities, and will need
to aggressvely do so if they arereceiv-
ing millions of dollars of public funds.

Palladeno, ahighly recognizable
figure during the water crisis, spoke
up for accessto theartsfrom what he
caled “the forgotten rotten neighbor-
hood of Fint” which literdly begins
just across Robert T. Longway from the
Cultura Center.

“| wasthat second grader in the
third row that never knew what an oboe
was,” he said, recdling being exposed to
theartsin dementary schoal. “| heerd a
kettle drum pounding for the first year in

my heart — it till doesit.”
But the public school arts pro-
gramming when he was growing

In 2018 Tony raised his voice of con-
cern at a town hall concerning the arts
millage. At the time the photo was taken
Tony is saying the following, “I lived in
a decent neighborhood with elders that
looked out for everyone. Didn’t know
we were poor until they told us. | loved
my neighborhood, like you should.
Doubt has set in now. The times have
changed, but my love has not.”

(Photo by Patsy Isenberg)

up-and infact, the physica schools
themsdves, severd speakers noted-have
dissppeared.

“Walker, Homedae, Whittier,
Centrd — GONE,” Pdladeno said.
“You understand what I’ m saying to
you? But | wasthat kid in the second
gradethat got a piece of this-and this
should be available to everybody.”

Stll, Palladeno said he has
concernsthat asagroup of private,
non-profit institutions a push for ade-

quate accessfor the public might not yet
be second nature.

“You arelooking at the city of
Flint here” hesad. “l/weareHint. I/
we expect something for our children
and our elderly. | get to look from a
burned out neighborhood for not one
year, not two years — twenty years ago
we got abandoned. Not once has any-
body from thisbuilding [ The Whiting]
comeinto that neighborhood.

“I amfor this, just for thesmple
fact that you might bring theelderly in
with the kids for somebody who never
heard an oboe before” Palladeno said.

EVM guest writer Ben Pauli isthe au-
thor of Flint Fights Back: Environmental
Justice and Democracy in the Flint
Water Crisisand isa professor of Social
Stience at Kettering University.

COLLEGE CULTURAL
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Sgn up to get notices of meetings at

ccnaflint@gmail.com

(Photo by Mike Naddeo)

Visit the Genesee County Health Department website at: www.gchd.us/coronavirus for information on COVID testing,
COVID vaccination and COVID information and statistics.
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Flint Water Warriors remember Tony Palladeno, silenced by COVID

By Ben Pauli

Contributing Flint Water Warriors include Joelena Freeman, Rhonda Kelso, Gina Luster, Vicki Marx, Melissa Mays,
Colette Metcalf, Trina Redner, Christina Sayyae, Dan Scheid, Bruce Stiers, Andrea Watson, Tonya Wiliams,

n January 10, 2022, Hint
logt one of its preeminent
native sons, Tony Palade-
no, to complicationsfrom
COVID-19.AsTony lay inthe ICU at
Hurley Hospital on aventilator in the

Deb Conrad and Maegan Wilson.

waan't being listened to, that his con-
cernsweren't being heard. Hisresponse
was generaly to talk more, and talk
louder: not uncommonly, right up to the
point where he was forcefully escorted
out of the room.

didn’t listen to Tony, and listen carefully,
missed out on alot.

They missed out not only be-
cause Tony could help you seethingsin
anew light but because his knowledge
of the community was virtualy unri-

weeks prior to his passing,
prayers and well-wishesfrom
far and wide flooded social
media

One could amogt fed
the collective will of acity
graining to pull him through
to safety, to hdp him muster
what strength he had left for
one last fight. I was not in the
room, of course, but there's
onething I’'m sure of: Tony
fought until the end.

Hewouldn’t be Tony
otherwise.

Tony will no doubt go
downintheannalsof Hint
history asone of thecity’s
great persondlities, acharac-
ter among characters. He as
much as anyone embodied
the city’s pathos—itspain, its

valed. | thought that one day
| might pitch him abook
idea: The Higtory of Flint—
As Told by Tony Palladeno.

What an informative
tale that would have been—
not to mention an amusingly
skewed and humorous one.
When Tony came to speak
to my students at K etter-
ing, hisglosson thecity’s
pre-industria erawas: “tiny
beavers and big trees...no
offense” Tiny Beaversand
Big Trees. That should have
been thetitle of Chapter
one.

Mogt of dl, Tony was
someone with heart. There
was no secret about that: it
wasright thereon hisdeeve
for dl to see, pretty much all

disappointment, its sense of
abandonment and neglect—

Tony Palladeno
(Photo by Dan White)

of thetime. Hislovefor his
family, hisfriends, and his

but dsoitsreslience, its
determination, its fire.
And for as much as he suffered
and strove, he could beincredibly
lighthearted and playful, quick with a
joke and one of hisinimitable Tony-
isms. In hiswryes, crudest, most jovia
moments, Tony was probably the closest
thing Flint had to a Falstaff, leavening
the atmosphere with witty and winking
commentary and bringing therail of the
dreetsinto every room he entered.
Among other things, | am grateful
to Tony for teaching me about listen-
ing. Everyonewho knew Tony heard
him say, at one time or another, that he

Hisemotiona way of speaking
and occasional outbursts of anger could
belie thefact that he was adeep and
nuanced thinker. (For every “I’m done”
and “they’rekillin’ us’ therewasan
“I'mnot saying it'sdl bad...”) Just
when you started getting the feding of
dé§avu—of watching the same old Tony
Show—he would hit you with some-
thing that made you stop, and think, and
reconsder.

In the course of one saliloquy he
could provoke everything from eye-
rolls, to laughter, to insight and empa-
thy—sometimesdll a once. Those who
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city was pdpable. No one
was prouder of being from Hint than
Tony, and no one prouder of the East
Side, in particular.

Who will givethetours of the
neighborhood now?Who will tdll his
story theway hetold the stories of so
many bygone people and places? If the
outpouring of memoaries from Tony's
loved ones and comrades over the past
few daysisany indication, hislegacy is
in good hands.

Because as much love as Tony
gave others, he got it back from the very
many people who admired his unique

(Continued on Page 18.)
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