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Commentary

The Flint water crisis criminal
prosecution ends - landing

another blow to the public trust
By Paul Rozycki

hat if the next winner of the

Super Bowl was determined,
not by players scoring touchdowns
or field goals, but one team winning
because of areferee’s ruling over
someone being offside or taking
too much timein the huddie? There
would be an outcry that the game
was decided by the officials and not
the players. The officials may have
been following the rulebook, but
the results would be very unsat-
isfactory to the fansin the stands.
Yet that seemsto be what happened
with the criminal lawsuitstied to
the Flint water crisis.

After nearly eight years of
litigation and $60 million in legal
costs, the Michigan Supreme Court
has upheld the dismissal of criminal
charges against nine defendants
in the Flint water crisis that began
nearly a decade ago. Because the
prosecution used the one-man
grand jury, the indictments were
considered invalid and all charges
were dismissed, including those
initially filed against former Gov.
Rick Snyder.

If the cases had actually gone
totria it's hard to say what might
have happened. Perhaps there might
have been some convictions. Per-
haps there might have been some
acquittals. Perhaps there might have
been some plea bargains. Each case
is somewhat different and the facts
about who did what and who knew
what are complex.

Some of the defendants
might have found protection under
the umbrella of governmental
immunity that gives officials some
protection in pursuing their legal

duties. Others may have been found
guilty of exceeding the bounds of
their governmental powers.

But whatever the outcome,
it would have been determined by
the major playersin the case, the
prosecutors, the defendants, the
judge and jury. The results certainly
would not have satisfied everyone,
but there would have been afeeling
that at least the process was played
out with some sense of fairness.

Thehistory of the prosecutions

The history of the criminal
prosecutions of those involved with
the Flint water crisisislong and
complex. Theinitial prosecutions
began about seven years ago, when
Attorney General Bill Schuette,
initially filed charges in 2016. As
the process began, a few officials
took plea deds and others prepared
to defend themselvesin court if
necessary.

However in 2019, newly
elected Attorney General Dana
Nessdl said theinitial charges were
flawed, dismissed them and started
over with anew list of criminal
charges. However, because of the
statute of limitations, they needed
to act quickly. The limits are six
years for most felonies, 10 yearsfor
afew others. The one-man grand
jury is considered a quicker route to
filing charges.

Theone-man grand jury

In charging the nine defen-
dants, the one-man grand jury was

(Continued on Page 6)

Cover: House on Linwood Ave. decorated for the season
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Photo of the Month: Mural painted on the Flint public library by Flint artist Kevin Burdick

(Photo by Edwin D. Custer)

Education Beat

Flint Schools seek Mott Foundation partnership
for Holmes-Brownell campus upgrades

The snarl(s) —those visible
to the public, and those unseen —in
ongoing effort(s) to upgrade the
aging lineup of school buildings
shepherded by Flint Community
Schools (FCS) untangled a bit with
the unanimous passage of a propos-
a by the Flint Board of Education
(FBOE) to seek a $14 million grant
from the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation to further upgrade the
Holmes-Brownell campus on Flint's
northwest side.

Voting in favor of the pro-
posal, introduced to the public on
Oct. 16 at a special meeting of the
FBOE, to ask financial support from
the Mott Foundation were al six of
seven members present: Michael
Clack, president; Joyce Ellis-Mc-
Neal, vice president; Claudia Per-
kins, secretary; Laura Maclntyre,
assistant secretary/treasurer; Terae
King, trustee; and Melody Relerford,
trustee. Dylan Luna, the board’s trea-
surer, was absent.

The 6-0 vote marked the most
dramatic step forward in a possible

By Harold C. Ford

partnership between FCS and Flint's
largest foundation to upgrade the
district’s buildings. The possibility
of such aliaison — once titled Flint

Holmes building

6602 Oxley Dr.
(Photo by Harold C. Ford)

Education Continuum —was first
described by East Village Maga-
zine (EVM) in April 2021.
Thereafter, critics scuttled
the forward momentum on such a
partnership and it disappeared from
public view for nearly two years.
The on-again/off-again possibili-
ty of partnership appears to be on
again.

North end focus

The starting point for a possi-
bly reinvigorated FCS-Mott relation-
shipison Flint’s north side at the
Holmes-Brownell site at 6602 Oxley
Dr. (Holmes) and 6302 Oxley Dr.
(Brownéll).

According to a presentation by
Flint Superintendent Kevelin Jones,
FCSwill seek a $14 million grant to
“provide our community a dynamic
pre-K-8 campus’ and “allow the dis-
trict to be competitive for enrollment
in North Flint.”

Upgrades are to include:

 Renovating the early childhood

center at Brownell

» Adding early childhood play-

grounds

« Constructing a new community

center titled “the Cube”

* Rerouting the parking lot

* Replacement of the running track

» Adding new outdoor facilities for

football practice and elementary play
(Continued on Page 5)
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(Continued from Page 4)

* Installation and/or upgrading of
tennis, basketball, and pickleball
courts
* Upgrading the facades both buildings
An overarching goal of the
planis“toblend ... threefacilities
into one full campus experience that
isinviting to the community,” Jones
said.
Upgrades of the Holmes
and Brownell facilities — funded
with more than $30 million* in
COVID-relief/ESSER (Elementary

Jeanette Edwards
(Photo by Harold C. Ford)

and Secondary School and Emergen-
cy Relief) dollars — are ongoing.
Overall, FCS has been the recipient
of more than $150 million from
multiple levels of government in
response to the challenges of the
coronavirus pandemic. Currently,
Holmes's students have been tempo-
rarily relocated to the Southwestern
campus on Flint’s south side during
renovation.

[*Based on amounts reported at the
FBOE's May 2023 meeting(s); $21.4
million for Holmes, $8.7 million for
Brownell.]

The Cube

A new 3,000-square-foot com-
munity center to be called the Cube
will, according to Jones, “create the
opportunity to bring non-FCS students
onto the campus and introduce our
programming to potential scholars.”

The so-called Cube building
will operate “autonomously” from
and “ collaboratively” with the school
district. Day-to-day management
isto be provided by FCS adminis-
tration to include the principal at
Brownell. The Cubeisintended, in
part, as a community center for area
residents.

The Brownell-Holmes Neigh-
borhood Association will be provid-
ed with office space in the Cube to
offer resources and programming for
arearesidents. Association President
Jeanette Edwards — present at the
Oct. 16 meeting — saluted the be-
ginning of a newly-imagined part-
nership between FCS and north end
residents.

“| appreciate you all, | thank
you al,” Edwards said. “We've
been fighting for this for a long
time. I’ve been in that area 44
years. | know what it took to bring
it down; | know what it takes to
bringit up ... We'll continue to
work with y’all.”

Thomas Parker
(photo courtesy C.S. Mott Foundation)

End to a*“cold war”

Hopeful words at the Oct. 16
meeting seemed to signal a break
from what one FBOE member re-
ported as a“cold war” relationship
between the FBOE and the Mott
Foundation. Relerford attributed use

(Continued on Page 9)

Unclassified Ad

Apartment for Lease.

Two-bedroom second floor apartment
on cul-de-sac Avon St. near Keardey
St. Features appliances, furnishings,
laundry, off street parking, small
deck and alarge back yard. On site
management. $795 a month plus
electricity. Heat and water included.
No pets. References and credit check
requested. E-mail: ecuster@sbcglob-
al.net or write to Apartment Box 2,
720 E. Second $t., Flint 48503.

Apartment for Lease.

One-bedroom, second floor apartment.
It has alarge deck, off street fenced
parking, laundry, storage. On Avon
near Keardey Street. In the center

of it al. Wak three blocks or lessto
UM-Hint, MCC, downtown, Cultur-
al Center, Farmers Market, Library,
horticultural gardens, four parks. and
easy freeway access. On site manage-
ment. $695 per month plus utilities.
References and credit check requested.
No pets. E-mail: ecuster@sbcglobal.
net or write: Apartment Box 11, 720 E.
Second St. M1 48503.

COLLEGE CULTURAL
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Sgn up to get notices of meetings at

ccnaflint@gmail.com
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used to gather evidence and issue the
indictments. Genesee County Circuit
Court Judge David Newblatt acted
as the one-man grand jury. While a
one-man grand jury is uncommon

in Michigan, it's not unheard of. It
allows ajudge to hear evidencein se-
cret to find probable cause for future
charges. It can be aquick process and
allows for witness protection. With
the one-man grand jury the defen-
dants do not have a preliminary ex-
amination where they can cross-ex-
amine witnesses before atrial takes
place. The Michigan Supreme Court
ruling said that was aviolation of a
defendant’s right to due process.

In the 2022 unanimous court
opinion led by Chief Justice Bridget
McCormack she wrote “ (State laws)
authorize ajudge to investigate,
subpoena witnesses, and issue arrest
warrants. But they do not authorize
the judge to issue indictments. And
if acriminal process beginswith a
one-man grand jury, the accused is
entitled to a preliminary examination
before being brought to tria.”

Within the last year sever-
al Genesee County Circuit Court
Judges, F. Kay Behm and Elizabeth
Kelly, supported that decision and
dismissed charges against the nine
individuals. The recent Michigan
Supreme Court decision reinforced
those rulings by declining to hear
an appeal. While there may be a
dlight chance for further appeals,
any chance for further prosecutions
isvery unlikely. The Flint Water
Prosecution Team led by Deputy
Attorney General Fadwa Hammoud
and Wayne County Prosecutor
Kym Worthy, was quoted as saying,
“Today, our Supreme Court has put
the final nail in the coffin of the Flint
Water Prosecutions.”

Thereactions

As might be expected, those
defending former Gov. Rick Sny-

der and the other eight defendants
praised the decision as afair limit on
governmental power. An attorney for
Snyder said that the former governor
is“encouraged by what appearsto be
adeclaration by AG Nessdl of theend
of this political persecution of public
officials.”

Some blamed Attorney
General Nessel and the Flint Water
Defense Team for handling the case
badly. Some feel that when Nessel
dismissed the earlier set of charges
and began the process anew, that
the statute of limitations forced
them to move quickly to a one-man
grand jury.

Flint Water Tower
(Photo by Paul Rozycki)

Those who opposed the de-
cision said that the one-man grand
jury had been used for many years
successfully and that this ruling was
adap in the face to Flint residents
who suffered during the water crisis.
In the Flint Journal Mayor Sheldon
Neeley was quoted saying “ The
one-man grand jury has been upheld
against plaintiffs from under-re-
sourced backgrounds, while Snyder
been alowed to evade justice based
on atechnicality thanksto awell-re-
sourced, taxpayer legal defense.

The standard of justice has not been
balanced.”

In the end many Flint residents
were disappointed but not shocked by
the Supreme Court’s ruling.

What it means

Many can seriously debate the
role of the one-man grand jury and
the powersiit should or should not
have, and it is a reasonable discus-

6

sion. But the meaning of the decision
goes well beyond the immediate
consequences for the former governor
and the other defendants. Even if they
were all convicted it wouldn’t undo
the harm done to the citizens of Fint.
Civil lawsuits and other programs
have made an attempt to address
some of those issues.

The real damage isto the over-
all trust in government that has been
battered from so many sidesin recent
decades. From the Flint City Council
and the Flint Board of Education, to
the U.S. Congress, the U.S. Supreme
Court, and the White House, trust
in government has been falling for
decades. That lack of trust makesit
possible for the Donald Trumps of
the world to find a following as they
denounce the traditions and institu-
tions of government with the wildest
conspiracy theories. That lack of trust
is one reason why we often have a 10
percent or less voter turnout for local
elections.

Therea problem is that
rebuilding trust is amuch bigger job
than replacing water pipes, ow as
that has been in Flint. While not quite
complete, most of the water pipesin
the city have been replaced. It will
take much longer to replace the trust
that was destroyed by the al the as-
pects of the water crisis. The current
court ruling is just one more obstacle
in that process.

Beyond the City of Flint, re-
storing trust in the national and state
government is even more complex
than simply putting some new pipes
in the ground or applying rulesin a
football game.

But it's even more import-
ant than putting new pipesin the
ground or who wins the next Super
Bowl. Restoring that trust is criti-
cal for the survival of ademocratic
government.

EVM Political Commentator Paul
Rozycki can be reached at paul.
rozycki@mcc.edu. Rozycki alsois
president of the EVM board.



Review

“That’s My Moon Over Court Street”
resonates with “improbable happiness” and moving beyond ghosts

That'sMy Moon Over Court Sret:
DigpatchesfromalifeFlint isanintimete
timecgpauleof alifein Hint composad of Jan
Worth-Nelson's collected columnsfrom Esgt
VillageMagazine, 2007- 2022.

“My adultlifeinHint,” shewritesin
her Introduction, “has hed some dark times,
and | haven't been spared from hard and Su-
pid things These essays describe theimprob-
able happiness| havefound so often here.
How could thet happeninatownlikethis,
even through some of itstoughest times?
These columns, one by one, represant akind
of answer, thevindication of daiming my
lifeinthiscomplicated dity: tolook & it, to
loveit, sometimesto despair aboutt it, and to
writeit into the cornucopiacf our collective
human lives”

Inthefirst column, March 2007, “|
never thought I’ d day thislong,” theauthor
pursuesfurther quedionsabout her lifein
Hint. “What doesit mean,” sheponders “to
liveinaplacefor avery long time?What does
it mean, particularly, toliveinaplacefor a
vay longtimethat is say, blesk, unglamor-
ous, and & itshegt, natorious?Whet doesit
mean, in other words tolivefor avery long
timein Hint?’

Worth-Nd sonwragps up her questions
by assarting that “when Gary Cuder (late
founder and publishersof EVM) askedif I'd
liketowritethiscolumn for awhile, | redized
I might havealot to say ebout thisald town.”
And 50 shedoes asexhibited by these“ Vil-
lageLife’” columns | reveled in the authentic
conversationd voiding of agifted gorytdler
whowritesvividly. | cameto sseher book esa
oollection of Soried vignetteswhich prodaim
that Hint'sgtory isthe gory of the people
Thiscollection resonateswith wit, humor, and
innete humanity. It ishumenity thet weaves
together Worth-Nd son'sreflections

With “Bulldozing Hint ispremeature’
for example, sherespondsto bloviator Russ
Limbaugh'scal to“just bulldoze Hint” with
atdedf neighbarlinessthat condudes “Inthe
meantime, neighborhood lifeindl itslovely
vaiety continues, thebelm for discontent.”

By Robert Thomas

Disoontent and belm st and pepper
the pages of these columnsfrom“ Can there
be happy darkness” “Thinking about escape
fromHint,” and“Lifeisunendingly fregile’
to“ Qurvivingwithwrathand yoga™ “When
younedtoturntoat,” and“Aredamed
pianoredamsgraceinatimedf plague”

Righteousanger and at rock and rall
thewavy flow of these columns TheHintoids
Worth-Nelson profilesin her columnsadd
herbsand spicesto her Hint pot. What'sagto-
ry without colorful cheracters heh? Hint sup-
pliesthegoods astheauthor demondrates
The2015 and 2016 columnsare paticulaly
viseerd asthecolumnsreflect onwrathin
light of the completefailure of government
a evay levd. | wastekenwith theauthor's
passionete congernation and indignation.

“Hint'sbotched water crids betraying
the Common Good,” “ Canwater bemede
holy again?’ and“ Primd scream, anyone?
‘TheMog (Blank) City inAmerica” and
“It' sgoatten hard to writesbout nuthetches’
offer primd indghtsintoaHintoid sPTSD
ater being poisoned by policy. Worth-Nelson
resolvesthesereflectionsin“ Buckleup for the
pursuit of truth,” which openswith the Firg
Amendment of the Condtitution honoring free
speech and dossswith theauthor'schdlenge:
“Buckleup. I'mreedy tofight.”

In“Therésno avaiding family lifethis
Sees0n,” the column delvesinto the essence
of truefamilies “Wecan mekeour own
families” reasats AndweHintoidsdo, as
sheaccuratdy reports

In“Hint movesbeyond ghodsas
autumn whigpersin,” the author ponders
“how doesaperson moveon? How doesa
community battered by trouble moveon?
It'snot likethisisanew quesion—it' sSTHE
Hint conundrum, theredlity of Hint thet
continually mekesusboth acautionary tele
and dso—L ordy, could we pull thisoff2—a
template of recovery.”

In“Remembering aHint walk when
I’'mfar avay,” Worth-Nelson opinesthat “We
Hint peopleknow whet it fedslikewhenthe
promise, theddusonsof ‘ progress, crashand
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burn. Wedso know thet &fter the cragh, some-
timestheremight be beauty to beredaimed,
pesceinthequiet ater the purveyorsof gresd
goaway.Alot of usaredamagedintheruing
but that doesn't mesn we renat il capa:
ble—wecan 4ill sseacarpet of red and gold
insomebody’sunraked yard, for example, and
pessonatdy loveit.”

“Neighborly life can befull of grace”’
fittingly concludes this collection. “Regard-
lessof what | understood about lifewhen
gottoHintin 1981," writesthe author, “there
is nothing richer or more affirming than the
loveand generosity of good neighbors, of
relationships stegped in shered history and
nurtured in underdanding. Thisiswhat |
know now about what mattersin life—and
what Hint hasgiven. Sowhen | dig | think
therewill beno bitterness: | lucked out when
| landedin Hint.”

Upon pondering, That'sMy Moon
Owver Court Sreet reminded of aguotefrom
George OrwdI'sessay “Why | Wite'”:

“When| st down towriteabook, | do
not say to mysdf thet | am going to produce
awork of at. | writebecausethereissome
liethat | want to expose, somefact towhichl
want to draw atertion, and my initid concem
istoget ahearing”

JanWorth-Ndson getsher hearing
with thiscollection of her reflections “I know,
| know;” sheassatsin®“Hint movesbeyond
ghodsasautumnwhigparsin,” “just watching
ign't enough. Butit' ssomething to begood &
paying atention, &fter dl, isasaiouscdling.

Raviener Robart R Thomesisa

former EVM board menber, passonatdy
devoted denizen of Eagt Mllage, and aformer
SnFrandsco cablecar driver.



East Village Magazine needs your help:

Keep local journalism alivein Flint

For so many important reasons,
Hint needsloca journdism.

* Hint needsto have witnessesto

the work of elected officials.

* We need to know how the city coundil
and school board are managing their
responsihilitiesto us.

* We need to know who's running for
office and what they stand for.

* Wewant to know about the culturein

doing their part to make sure that crucid
dement
of democracy, a
FREE PRESS,
isdiveand wdl here.

Aswe near our hdf-century birthday, we
arelooking to assure avibrant future for
the magazine. We need new energy.

Weneed morehdp.

Therearerolesavailablefor ad
salespeople, socid mediamanagers,
editors, reporters, and more. While
primarily avolunteer commitment,
grant funding and donations makeit
possibleto provide stipends

to someof our daff.

This work could help fill out your
portfolio with vaugble red-world

the city, about our library,
about art and restaurantsand
interesting events.

* Weneed hdpin
understanding and
responding to the city’s
racia tensions, poverty

and crime,

All of thisis part of
preserving our democracy
and the numerousthreets
agang it.

Do you want to be part
of the answer?

Sinceitsinception in 1976,
Eag Mllage Magazine has
kept local officials account-
able. It has provided hun-
dreds of stories about Hint
residents and our concerns.
It has featured the work of
top ranked local writers, po-
ds, atigs. Andit hastaught
loca writersjournaism
fundamenta s and sent them
back into the community to
honetheir skillsascitizen
journdigsfor thecity.

Eag Mllageis a nonprofit
publication, one of the old-
e inthe country, composed
of locd volunteersincluding
digtributors, editors and
writerswho seevauein
helping their neéighbors and

“What the hell is going on here?”

We live in some very interesting and volatile times,
and staying informed has become a vital interest.
One of East Village Magazine’s major journalistic

goals is to shed some light on things and now
the light must shine on us.

We need new editors, reporters, ad sellers,
grant writers, and back patters. Although none of
these positions come with a salary, EVM has funds

available for stipends and story payments.

If you are looking for something to broaden
your life and your contact with others,
and have some talent to offer,
let’s talk!

Contact us at:
Paul Rozycki, paul.rozycki@mcc.edu
or Jan Worth-Nelson, janworth1118@gmail.com.

Bring a little bit of adventure to your life.
Sharpen old skills and learn new ones.
Help to save democracy and preserve a free press!

Get involved!

experience—experience
that playsacriticd rolein
keeping our democracy
vibrant and trusworthy.

The same goesfor our
support functions: sdling
ads, oliciting donations,
and writing grantsarea
vaued trust for us—cru-
cialy kesping usgoingin
our day to day devotionto
providing excdlent locd
journdism. If you have
any of these kills, if

you are curious, and maybe
need anew adventure,
check usout. Thecost of
al thisisyour timeand
dedication.

We a0 can use donations,
the purest form of support.
Please consider acontri-
bution to EVM via PayPa
viaour webste, esstvil-
lagemagazine.org, or send
acheck to Village Informa
tion Center, 720 E. Second
S, Hint M1 48503.

Wewant you and your
hep! If you areinterest-
ed, contact EVM board
chair Paul Rozycki, paul.
rozycki@mcc.edu or
EVM conaulting editor
Jan Worth-Néd son, jan-
worth1118@gmail.com.
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of the term “cold war” to Thomas
Parker, a Mott Foundation program
officer during an earlier Academics
Subcommittee meeting.

“This collaboration is the end
of acold war,” Relerford reported
Parker as saying. “Yep ... that's
right,” confirmed a head-nodding
King.

Parker, present at the Oct.

16 meeting, neither confirmed nor
denied the “cold war” comment. At
the end of the 37-minute meeting he
uncharacteristically engaged some
FCS officials in conversation on the
auditorium stage where FBOE meet-
ings are conducted.

An Oct. 17 statement sent
to EVM by Ridgway White, pres-
ident and CEO of the Mott Foun-
dation read: “With unanimous
approval from the Flint Board of
Education, we look forward to

Donate to East Village Magazine

A nonprofit organization, EVM operates on a very
tight budget, allowing for only minimal stipends for
our staff. Please help us keep these dedicated citzen
journalists and local journalism Live in Flint.

receiving and reviewing a proposal
from Flint Community Schools.
We're happy to consider support-
ing efforts to improve the Brownell
Holmes campus for students and the
community.”

“Colonial occupation” to
“true community collabor ation”

Whatever happened — in the
public’s eye, or behind the scenes —
it has softened the rhetoric of Laura
Maclintyre, the FBOE's harshest
critic of the Mott Foundation’s rela-
tionship with Flint’s schoals.

“Thisis ... what happens
when you have true community
collaboration,” MaclIntyre said.
“Thisiswhat’s going to bring in the
enrollment.

“Sometimes you have to
change the way you’ ve been doing
things,” McNeal added. “We've
got to learn how to work with our
partners.”

Maclntyre then returned to a
familiar theme when she dissented
from the notion of a*“cold war” re-
lationship between the Mott Foun-
dation and Flint schools. “There was
never acold war,” she said. “ There
was a colonial occupation.”

“L ook out the window
and smile’

“Now it'stimeto moveon ...
make things great,” Jones said. “We
believe thisfacility will help lead to
increased enrollment.”

“That (Brownell-Holmes)
neighborhood has an opportunity to
look out the window and smile,” said
Relerford.

A rare moment of quiet reflec-
tion by FCS leaders followed Reler-
ford’s comment.

EVM Education Beat Reporter
Harold C. Ford can be reached at
hcford1185@gmail .com.



THISMONTH INTHE VILLAGE

A selection of events available to our readersis highlighted — beginning after our publication date of Nov. 20. It's a sampling
of opportunitiesin the city. To submit events for our January issue, email info about your event to pisenber @gmail.com by Dec. 26.

Flint Ingtitute of Arts

Now through Dec. 30 the FIA presents“ American Re-
dism: Visons of America1900-1950"," festuresworks
on paper, paintings and scul pture capturing the evolving
experience of 20th Century America. Well-known artists
like Robert Henri, George Bellows, Guy Pene du Bais,
Edward Hopper, Peggy Bacon, Reginds Marsh, Hughie
L ee-Smith will be featured. Women and artist of color
active during this period will be emphasized.

Hint Indtitute of Arts

120E. Keardey &, Hint

For moreinfo visit flintarts.org or cal 810-234-1695.

MW Gallery presents*Hand in Hand:

FineArt *& Craft”

Now through Jan. 20, 2024

Thisexhihit featuring unique creations from contempo-

rary artitswho use craft materials and techniques contin-

ues. The exhibit showsthe richness and diversity of
handcraftsin contemporary art exemplifying the skillet
and credtivity of African diasporaartists.

MW Galery

1M1 E. Court ., Hint

For moreinfo cal 810-835-4900.

2023 Santa Run

Sat, Dec. 2, 11:45am. - 1:30 pm.
Theeeventsaredl fun runsfor al ages.
Santasuitsor reindeer antlerswill be provided.
Thekidsevent beginsat 11:45.

The 5k and 1 mile run begins a noon.
YMCA of Greeter Flint

411 E. Third &, Flint

For moreinfo visit
runsgnup.conVRace/Info/MI/Hint/
SantaFamilyRunandWalk

TheNutcracker

Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 3,3:00 p.m.

Thisclassic balet has been atradition each year for
many families. The Whiting presents Tchalkovsky's
music performed by The Flint Symphony Orchestra
Students from Hint School of Performing Arts provide

the dance dong with artists from Collage Dance Collective.
Tickets $10- $40

Whiting Auditorium

1241 E Keardey S, Flint

For moreinfo visit thefim.orglevent/nutcracker/

38th Annual Holiday Walk

Dec.5,5-8pm.

Thisevent happensin the cultural center where everything
from treelighting, visitsto Santa, carolersmusic, and food
a thevarious venuesin the area. Walk through the areaand
find what interests you. There’s a lot.

TheHlint Cultural Center

1310E. Keardey S, Hint

For moreinfo visit flintcultural org/holidaywalk

or cal 810-237-7333.

Flint Youth Theatre presents*“Little Scrooge’
Dec.8and9, 7 pm.to8p.m.

This adaptation of the classic A Chrigmas Carol”
isakid-friendly comedy.

Free with registration

FIM’sElgood Thegtre

1220E. Keardey &, Hint

For moreinfovisit

tickets thefim.org/little-scrooge

or call 810-237-1530.

ChrigmasHoliday Magic at Crossroads Village
Dec. 1-3,8-10, 15-17, 20-23, and 27-30
Thevillageis decoreted with
thousands of lights, village artisans
make craftsto buy, and you can take
aride onthe Huckleberry Railroad.
Crosyoads Village &

Huckleberry Railroad

6140 N. Bray Rd., Flint

For moreinfovisit
geneseecountyparks.org.

Ed Custer's East \illage Magazine logo
isreimagined for each issue by Patsy Isenberg.

<. CediliaMusic Series

Dec. 10,2 p.m.

AMusical Christmas Wreath, featuring Mary Procopio, flute,
with Dirk Nieuwenhuis, saxophone and Pat Cronley, piano
Robert Hoag, baritone, and Micheel Abbasspour, guitar.
Thisevent isfreeto the public.

MacArthur Hall a the FIM

1025 E. Keardey, Fint

For moreinfo email trobwetson@thefim.org

or cal 810-341-1767.

“It'saWonderful Life’ at the Capitol Theatre

Dec. 15,7-9pm.

Seethe dassic onthe big screen in this downtown venue.
Capitol Thegtre

140E. Second &, Hint

For moreinfo visit thefim.org/eventlits-a-wonderful-life/
or call 810-237-7333,

Merry Tubachrigmas

Dec. 16, 9am.

UM-Hint Theetre and Dance present Tuba

and Euphonium playerswith unusua happy holiday
sounds at the Flint Farmers Market.

Farmers Market

300E. Firg &, Hint

For moreinfo visit events.umflint.edulartslevents/7427
or call 810-766-6723.
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Village Life ...

(Continued from Page 12)

doneand fall adeep at thetablelike he
did last year, his head plopping into the
candied yams?

It's hard not to caricature our
anxieties, but who hasn't been therein
theruins of the family feadt, asking, as
the tryptophan mercifully kicksin, are
weadl nuts?

That first Thanksgiving, for what
it sworth, must not have been apicnic
ether. In the myth, of course, there was
peace around that table, but | imagine
it was an immensaly tense and strained
affair —the nativesin full regdia, the
colonists gaunt from asummer of back-
bresking and unfamiliar work. How did
they talk to each other?

How did they get through it?

The settlers of the Plymouth
colony, the story goes, had been saved
by the food donated to them by the
Native Americans, and thustheir ritual
of gratitude.

There must have been avein of
humiliation in accepting charity. The
colonists had failed. Many had died of
garvation. The natives, in contrast, were
at homein the New World, which was
their Old World. But they also must
have had dreadful intimations. What
they knew and what they had was soon
to be obliterated, asthey were violently
pushed aside by the Europeans’ hun-
ger —for land, for domination, for
lumber, for more. More. More.

Thereitisagain, that hun-
ger —what makes us so fascinating, and
what makes us so troublesome and dan-
gerous to ourselves and to our planet.

Isthere any way to dake our
hungers without being destroyers?Is
there a way to figure out how to have
enough? Dear friends and neighbors,
in this brown month, the month of our
desire, here’s to being satisfied.

Happy Thanksgiving, Happy
Holidays.

EVM Consulting Editor Jan Worth-
Nelson can be reached at jan-
worth1118@gmail.com.
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Can we slake our hungers without being destroyers?

Editor’'snote - ThisVillage Life cal-
umn isreprinted and updated from
Jan Worth-Nelson’s new collection,
“That’sMy Moon Over Court Strest:
Dispatchesfrom aLifein Flint.” Her
book, a compilation of columnsfrom
2007-2022, can befound at Totem
Books, the Soan Museum, and Am-
azon.com. (SeeaRobert Thomas
review of thebook in thisissue).

et usbegin, in this brown month
of November, with that most
sensuous word, cornucopia.

AsRJthe Raccoon explained
to hisforest buddiesin Over the
Hedge, “For humans, enough is never
enough.”

The cornucopia, that enticing
curved basket so full that
its colorful contents spill
out onto “the groaning
board,” isasymbol of
the abundance most of us
have come to expect at our
Thanksgiving feast.

November isamonth
of desire - and desire’s flip
side, with winter gpproach-
ing, isan ancient itch of fear.

If you pinch theinch
of fat of even those most se-
cureinther materid lives, |
contend you'll hit on anerve
of angst - what if it al runsdry? What if
| can’t get pineapple? Avocados? Aspar-
agus? Olive Qil? What if the water runs
out, asit did in some of the Cdifornia
fires? What if all the “stuff’” I have is
gonein an ingtant?

Even before thefrights of 9/11,
when the planes stopped flying, and Ka-
trina, when the container ships stopped
docking, our fear of the long winters
isatavigtic and increasingly hard to
ignore. It wasall exacerbated deeply by
the water crisis, when we were afraid
of what came out of our taps, and the
pandemic, when so many of uswere

By Jan Worth-Nelson

s0 done, when we were afraid of each
other -- when we were separated from
the old traditions, from each other.
It'svery old programming, the
blood of our ancestors remembering,
the DNA of our bones urging that we
get ready for the next catastrophe: The
old school way: Get those tomatoes
canned, dap fresh burlap over the pota-
toes, fix the chinks in the walls, seal the
windows, and weatherproof the roof.
Of course, hardly anybody does
that anymore. I’ m going on old memo-
ries of my mother’s basement — not my
own — stocked with stewed tomatoes,
canned peaches and raspberry jam.
My basement used to be bare, save for
acouple of bottles of merlot amost
forgottenin acool, dark corner. | used

(Image Courtesy of Patty Warner)

to say blithely | could alwaysrun out to
Oliver T'sif | run out, right? But since
2020 I' ve stocked it with cans of tuna
fish, fruit cocktail, beans and spinach,
boxes of mac and cheese, bottles of
oliveail.

And of course, towers of toilet
paper, cases of water. Not exactly the
answer to my copious need for indepen-
dence, but necessary to that powerfully
lingering COVID anxiety.

So, back to that horn of plenty.
Theorigina cornucopia, aphaDic-
tionary.com explains, was the horn of
agoat that suckled Zeus, chief of the
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Olympian gods. At some point, the horn
broke off and began to “ spill forth fruit.”
| like the idea of a goat feeding
agod. We all gotta eat. Even gods
need suckling to survive and can't
be too picky where it comes from. |
like that the outcome of that goat-god
arrangement was a superabundance of
food. Maybe even gods have inade-
guate mothering and are grateful for
their surrogates, somebody to cele-
brate if Mom'’s not around at Thanks-
giving dinner.

But wait, Mom is dways around
at Thanksgiving —she hasto be.

Right? She was the first one
to feed us, and if she hadn't, barring
the help of afriendly goat, we' d have
died. Maybe that's why Thanksgiving

isaways, and foremost, a
family day.
But even at its best,
Thanksgiving isacompli-
cated moment for families.
Everything is put to the test.
Arewe normal? Do we have
enough love?
Now that COVID has
for the most part freed us but
Trump has divided us, can we
sit down together and enjoy
oursalves, despite thefact
that Uncle Joe dumped Aunt
Ellen, who's run back to her
old boyfriend in the UP? Or despite our
nephew’s girlfriend, with her bleached
blonde hair and anorexic horror at the
platter of stuffing, who is not who we
want to add to the gene pool ?

Will there be amutiny when
peoplereaize Cousin JImmy’'s new
fiancée Missy, who we all want him
to marry so he'll stop smoking pot all
day and go to work instead, innocent-
ly brought oyster stuffing, a dish our
family considers heretic?

Will Grandpadrink too much
sweet winewaiting for the turkey to get

(Continued on Page 11)

LIX: 21 (724 issues, 8,296 pages)



