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Commentary

Recall the Flint City Council?

But at what cost?
By Paul Rozycki

thinthelast year, dl but

onedected Hint City

Council member has faced
the possihility of arecal.

The late Councilman Eric
Mays (Ward 1) saw two recdl
petitions approved for circulation
before he died in February, Council
President Ladd Lewis(Ward 2) is
currently navigating afourth recal
attempt in alittle over Sx months, and
Councilmembers Quincy Murphy
(Ward 3), udy Priestley (Ward 4),
Jarri Winfrey-Carter (Ward 5), former
Council President Allie Herkenroder
(Ward 7), Dennis Pfeffer (Ward 8)
and EvaWorthing (Ward 9) havedl
had at least one petition attempt filed
againg them.

Sofar, only apetition to recall
Worthing has proven successful. The
9th Ward councilwoman decided not
to runto keep her seet, S0 Page Brous-
seal, Kathryn Irwin, and Jonathan
Jarrett are vying for the positionina
recdl eection on May 7. (Interviews
with those candidates can be found on
page 7 of thisissue)

There are multiple reasons
why the past year’s many city council
recall attempts were not success-
ful. Herkenroder resigned from her
post before petition Sgnatures were
returned, for example, while others
failed due to an insufficient number
of valid signatures or a petition-
er’sreason for therecdl not being
deemed “clear and factua” by the
Genesee County Election Commis-
son.

Ultimately though, whoever is
or isn’t actually removed from office,
the process of recdling the major-
ity of Flint City Council presentsa
significant problem and expense for

local officials, local governments, and
taxpayers.

The cogtsand challenges
of many recalls

Recall dectionsare under
the direction of the Genesee County
Clerk’s office and the Genesee Coun-
ty Election Commission, composed
of county Clerk/Regigtrar Domonique
Clemons, county Probate Judge Jenny
Barkey, and county Tressurer Deb
Cherry.

They must meet to gpprovethe
initia language of therecal petitions,
aong with properly posting those
outcomes. From there, Sgnatures
must be gathered and verified, elec-
tionsmust be scheduled and bdlots
prepared.

That's not to mention the work
of the Election Division of Hint's City
Clerk Office, which aids in signa-
ture verification, manages candidate
applications, and conductsthecity’s
eections, aswdll.

Clearly, it takesagreet ded
of time and effort on the part of loca
officials to manage recalls, and local
governments (and thereby taxpayers)
bear the cog.

“Therecdl processisavery in-
volved processand isvery intensve.
Whileit requiresalot of labor and
passion for any resident to go through
therecall process, it isaso extreme-
ly timely and costly for municipa
government,” Clemonstold East
Village Magazinein anemail. “The
risein recal attempts has required
my Staff to put in additiond hours
and overtime to meet our deadlines
for therecdls, on top of the hundreds

(Continued on Page 9)

Cover: A view of Brookwood Drivein Flint, Mich. on March 6, 2024.
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Photo of the Month: Winter’s end pruning of a Burr Oak in an Avon Street backyard in Flint on Feb. 26, 2024.

(Photo by Edwin D. Custer)

Global Flint Initiative: ‘making Flint a welcoming
and engaging community’

By Harold C. Ford

“Immigrants are a breath of fresh air.”

—Jennifer Alvey, University of Michigan-Flint, March 5, 2024

On Tueday, March 5 adiverse
group of more than 40 people from
the Flint areagathered at the Gloria
CalesHint Public Library to launch the
Globd Flint Initiative (GFI), across-or-
ganizationd effort to makethecity “a
welcoming community” to immigrants.

“It'sredlly important work that
wearedl embarkingon ... being a
welcoming community,” JmAnanich,
vice presdent of GFl and former state
legidator, said in his opening remarks.
“One, it showsour vaues, but it sois
good for our community in anumber of
ways.”

“We have amission and that
isto focus on attracting and retaining
non-native foreign residents,” added
Phyllis Sykes, theinitiative's presdent
and executive director of the Interna-
tional Center of Greater Hint.

Sykes added that GFI is first
focused on determining the needs of
Hint's non-native population, so over the
next severd monthstheinitistive will
callect information from surveys, focus

groups, and interviewsto “ ascertain
wheat the needs are so that we can come
up with agrategic plan on how to ad-
dressthose needs, thereby making Hint

awe coming and engaging community.”

Organizations represented at the
event included: Grester Flint Arts Coun-
cil, Latinx Technology & Community
Center; Mass Trangportation Authority;
Michigan Works! Association; Flint &
Genesee County Chamber; Huntington
Bank; and the South Side Community
Codlition.

Additionaly, participantsfrom
two of Hint'smgjor indtitutions of
higher learning — University of Mich-
igan-Flint, and Kettering University
—played leadership rolesin the nearly
90-minute meeting. A representetive
from Mott Community College was
aso present.

“Animage problem”

Overshadowing the effort, per-
haps, to craft and implement adrategic
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planisthewider public's perception of
Flint, Sykes and other officials noted.

Sykesillustrated thet challenge
during her introduction of four Kettering
graduate students who self-identified
themsdvesfor East Village Magazine
(EVM) as. Mukhesh Sivakumar from
India; Raquibul Idam from Bangladesh;
and Sameer B. and Vivek C., both from
India

Sykes said that when Idam ar-
rived in Michigan a Detroit Metropoli-
tan Airport, an Uber driver “warned him
about coming to Hint” saying some-
thing dong thelines of, “* Beware, you
don’'t want togoto Fint ... Whatever
you do, don't go outside.””

Thewarning led Idam to secure
housing in the Detroit areaand com-
mute daily to and from Hint in order to
attend Kettering.

“Wehaveamgor PR. [public
relations] problem herein Hint,” Sykes
sad. “Unfortunately, we' re deding
with an image problem that Hint has

(Continued on Page 5)




Global Flint ...

(Continued from Page 4)

that hinders usfrom being awe coming
community.”

Needs assessment and next seps

Aspart of determining the needs
of Fint's current and potentia nonnative
populetion, March 5 participantswere
divided into four groupsthet brain-
stormed issuesrelated to government
and business, hedlth and education, faith-
based needs, and immigrant services,

Phyllis Sykes, president of the
Global Flint Initiative, speaks during
a launch event for the initiative on
March 5, 2024 at the Gloria Coles

Flint Public Library.
(Photo by Harold Ford)

The braingorming groups were
facilitated by faculty representatives
fromlocd universities. Kettering's
KenWilliams and the University of
Michigan-Hint's Jennifer Alvey, Sasha
Drummond, and Emily Feuerherm.

Feuerherm urged participantsto
consider the needs of four categories of

foreign-born populations.
» Refugees, defined by Feuerherm
as " someonewho isunable or unwill-
ing to return their country of origin
owing to awell-founded fear of
being persecuted.”

*  Asylum-seekers, or those looking
for “internationa protection but
[that] haven't gonethrough dl of
the process for becoming arefugee.”

* Internationa studentswho “enter the
U.S. with avisa[and] are required to
leave after their Sudiesare done”

» Andimmigrants, which sheused asa
“cach-d|” term to “include refugees,
asylum-seekers, and internationa
sudents.”

During report-outs following
the group sessons, Feuerherm noted
commonditiesin participants feedback.

“What we have found isthat
there are challengesthat each of the four
populationshave” shesad.

The common chalenges, Feuer-
herm continued, include “language
barriers, employment restrictions; legd
documentation chalenges, accessto
hedlth care; housing and food insecuri-
ty; accessto socid services, educationd
chalenges, discrimination, preudice,
gigmatization; detention, family separa-
tion; financial struggles; trauma, mental
hedlth; community socid integration;
changesinimmigration policy, fear of
deportation; and culturd adjustments.”

Williams, who led the hedth and
education group, aso noted Smilarities,
but cautioned thet, “ Although there are
common chalenges, there are unique
chdlengeswithin those four [aforemen-
tioned] groups... We re probably going
to see some chdlengesthat are unique

inthe Hint community that are not
necessarily nationwide.”

According to GH’s organizers,
during the coming spring and summer
months, they will also be reaching out to
Flint's native-born populaionsfor their
input.

Dr. Ken Williams of Kettering Univer-
sity speaks during a launch event for
the Global Flint Initiative on March 5,
2024 at the Gloria Coles Flint
Public Library.
(Photo by Harold Ford)

“We’d like to get more specific
and locally identify what specific needs
exig inHint,” Drummond said. “We'll
be mesting people where they are.”

Sykes said that support for the
GFl initiative came from the Communi-
ty Foundation of Gregter Flint, Mich-
igan State University, the Hint-based
Sdem Housing Community Develop-
ment Corporation, and the Detroit-based
Austin Foundation.

GFl leaders said they expect to
reconvene acommunity meeting in the
fdl of 2024, when they will sharethe
results of their research and a strategic
planfor theinitiative' sfuture. @




Former Flint golf course to be transformed in

Pierce Park is preparing for a
major transformation in late summer,
including introducing wetlands, mead-
ows, reforestation, and accessibility
paths to the 67-acre former golf course.

Bounded by Interstate-69, Dort
Highway, Gilkey Creek, and

By Kate Stockrahm

Foundation.

While Kedler said he and his
wife, Sherry, are no strangers to com-
pleting grant applications for PPNP's
work, he pointed to Michigan State
University Landscape Architecture

$1.4 million undertaking

areas of the park —and hopefully spur
on much more investment.

“Eventually we're thinking
there€'ll be ahandicap accessible area
that will come out to here,” he said,
stopping at the top of araised section
of earth in the middle of the

residences on the south side
of Flint's College Culturd
neighborhood, the park has
lived ahogt of livessinceit was
donated to the City of Flint by
the Pierce family in the 1940s.
“It'sgot arestricted
deed,” explained Pierce Park
Nature Preserve (PPNP) pres-
ident Mike Kedler on asunny
afternoon walk around the
park. “It saysit will remainin
the city’s property aslong asit
remainsfor recreation.”

park, overlooking what will
become acres of wetland. “And
that one will be paved.”

The project team includes
Natural Community Services,
LLC, an ecology firm specializ-
ing in restoring natural areasin
former golf courses, and Land-
scape Architects and Planners,
LLC, which will work with
government agencies to ensure
best management practices as
the project moves forward.

Continuing on thewalk,

Keder said he bdieved
Flint administrators decided to
turn the site into an 18-hole golf
course in the 1960s.

A sunny afternoon at Pierce Park Nature Preserve

in Flint, Mich. on March, 21, 2024.
(Photo by Kate Stockrahm)

Kedler explained how the
wetland portion of the project
will attract more wildlife to the
area, create more scenic views

“At one point in time
before the oil embargo, which
was the mid-70s, this park used
to be lit during the summer, and
you could play golf al night
long if you really wanted to,”
Kedler said, smiling.

He noted that the Ste was
also aformer location for Fint

for vigitors, and help dleviate
flooding for the surrounding
neighborhood.
“There’'sanumber of
[park neighbors] that are paying
extra money for flood insur-
ance,” he said, citing conversa-
tions he's had as PPNP pres-

Junior Golf, and many areares-
identsrecall the park aswhere
they learned to play.

“This became a senior
center, too,” Keeler added,
pointing to a now-vacant plot that used
to sport the golf course's clubhouse.
The building burned in September
2020, though it had already been shut-
tered in 2012 during Flint’s emergency
management.

But all that isin the past, and
Keeler and histeam are solidly look-
ing toward the park’s future following
the procurement of a $815,700 grant
from the National Fish and Wildlife

The remnants of Pierce Park’s former golf course
clubhouse building in April 2021. The clubhouse,
which also served as a senior center before its closure,

caught fire in September 2020.
(Photo by Edwin D. Custer)

faculty Dr. Wonmin Sohn and Dr. Jun-
Hyun Kim as the team who secured
this funding, which PPNP plansto
match with $324,000 from itsown
fundraising efforts.

Keeler explained the money
will be used to develop 12 acres of
wetlands, seven culvert improve-
ments, nine acres of prairie resto-
ration, six acres of reforestation —
mainly along the noisy Dort Highway
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ident and as president of the
College Cultural Neighborhood
Association. “We' vetalked to a
couple of them, and they're just
real happy.”

The overall plan will
also see the park’s current nearly two
miles of trail expanded and moved
to dryer areas for improved walking,
running, or biking experiences.

Keder said he expects bulldoz-
ersout in late summer, perhaps August
or September of thisyear, and that the
work will wrap up in December 2026,
when PPNP's funding, which also
includes a $50,000 American Rescue
(Continued on Page 11)



Meet the candidates running for the 9th Ward

Arecdl dection for Hint's Oth Ward
City Counail seat will behdd on Tuesday,
May 7, 2024.

With incumbent Coundilwomean Eva
Worthing decting nat to runintherecdl,
three candidates are vying for SthWard res:
idents votes next month: Page Broussea,
Kathryn Irwin, and Jonathen Jarrett.

To get to know eech candidate ahit
better, Eagt Village Magazine (EVM) asked
all three the same five questions. Here’s
what they had to say about the needs of the
ward they cdl homeand why they’rethe
best person for the coundl job.

What do you seeasthetop threeissues
fadng Flint's9th Ward?

BROUSSEAU: Thethreetop issuesfacing
the 9%th Ward are blight diminetion, business
devd opment, particularly dong Dort Highr
way and Fenton Road, and ARPA money
digtribution: ensuring respongble didribu-
tion acrossthe city and making sureddllars
support effortsin the 9th Weard.

IRWIN: Blight, crime, blight

JARRETT: In spesking with congtituerts,
vaiaionsaof blight make up thetop three
issues Vacant proparties, lllegd parking/car
gorage and Hoarding.

Howwould you go about addressing
thosethreeisuesif dected to
Flint City Counal?

BROUSSEAU: The first step is to make
the City Coundl aplacewherethedity’'s
bus ness can be handled with maturity and

Flint City Council seat

By EVM Staff

thoughtfulness. Second, the Council must
work together with the Mayor’s office to
cregte conditionsfor busnessesand res-
dentsto rdocateto Hint and remain within
thedty.

Blight and crimeare mgor factors
influencing decision-making when people
and busnessesedablishroots ARPA
pending mugt betrangparent, with every
dallar directed before the Council gpproves
the pending.

IRWIN: Thebes thingwecandoiswork
on blight to keep res dents here. We need
dean, sefe neighborhoods because people
looking to buy ahomethey can afford
don't want boarded up or burned out prop-
ertiesnext to them. We need towork with
police to find a way to up neighborhood
patrols.

JARRETT: Weare hopeful the vacant
propetiesat issue are onthedemoalition
ligt for which Genesee County Land Bank
received aCity of Hint ARPA Funds
dlocation. lllegd parking/car dorage and
hoarding, which create safety and rodent
concarnsrespectivey, canberesolvedin
partnership with Neighborhood Sefety Of-
ficers by making them aware of addresses
where enforcement isnesded.

Many Flint resdentshave noted
divison andincavility among current
city council members.,
Howwould you work to addressthat?

BROUSSEAU: My contribution tothe
City Coundl would berepresanting the Sth
Ward dvilly and professiondly. | pledge

to repond to resdents, aity Saff, and my
colleeguesinaprofessond demeanor thet
supportsthedesred levd of decorum.

| repect everyone on the Council
and the condtituents who sent them there.
| will heer dl Sdesof every argument,
promiseto befair, and work with any-
one on the Council who isworking to
improvethequdity of lifefor al in Hint.
IRWIN: Cdmly. [In] dl jobs| havehed
[induding bartending and hairdressing], |
have had to ded with dl personditiesand
diffusng many different Stuations. | hope
to do that a council.
JARRETT: Maintaining avility isanin-
dividud choice. | chooseto mode accep-
tance, recognizing there are other views
and perspectives outsde of my own. |
chooseto show mysdf to betolerant
wheretoleranceis needed; | chooseto be
aleader whereleadership isneeded; and |
chooseto be respectful indl Stuations.

U.S. Censusdata showsthat Flint lost
around 20% of its population in thelast
census. What isyour plan for addressng
the vacant and blighted propertiesthat
losshasleft behind— bath in the Sth
Ward and acrossthecity?

BROUSSEAU: Thecity musgt work with
Federd and State agenciesto iminate
blight. Property owners must be held
accountable for their propertieswhen they
fail to abide by city ordinances. Work-
ing with the Land Bank and the public,
current residents should be encouraged to
(Continued on Page 11)

Page Brousseau
(Photo Courtesy Page Brousseau)

Kathryn Irwin
(Photo Courtesy Kathryn Irwin)
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Jonathan Jarrett
(Photo Courtesy Jonathan Jarrett)



THISMONTH INTHE VILLAGE

A selection of events available to our readersis highlighted — beginning after our publication date of April 1. It'sa sampling
of opportunitiesin the city. To submit events for our May issue, email info about your event to pisenber @gmail.com by April 20.

From Her Per spective:

I nter sections of Gender and Race

Now - Aug. 24

A new exhibition of paintings, photography,
sculpture, and works on paper by artistswho
explore Blackness, womanhood, and the
fema e experience through their art.

MW Gadlery

815 S. Saginaw &, Hint

2024 Solar Edclipse

Mon. April 8 noonto 5 p.m.

Solar eclipsewon’t occur for another 20
yeard Thisisafree event eclipse viewing
glasses, $2/pair.

Longway Planetarium

1221 E. Keardey Strest

For moreinfo vist doanongway.org

or call 810-237-3443.

Sun.,, May 5,2p.m.

Kim Streby, soprano, Richard Kerry
Thompson, tenor, and Octogenarians:
Nancy Dahle, soprano, Clare Swanson,
soprano, Robert Hoag, baritone, and Larry
MacDonad, piano.

Thisevent isfreeto the public.
MacArthur Hal at the FIM

1025 E. Keardey, Flint

For moreinfo, contact Laurence
MacDonadd at 810-767-9418

The Spring Sinister Swap Mest

Sa., April 13, 10am. to 6 p.m.

TheHint Mongter Society presents aday of
freaky fun vendorsincluding art, books, mov-
ies, craftstarot reading and more.

Freefor all agess.

Flint Local 432

124 W. 1¢ &, Hint

For moreinfo cal 810-285-1748

Outdoor Explorers. No More Pollution!
Tues, April 16|10 am. to 2:30 p.m.

Learn how pollution affectsthe earth to help
reduce pollution and creste acleaner earth for
future generations!

Ages7-12, dl abilities.

Pre-registration required by April 15

Cogt: $5 per student

For-Mar Nature Preserve & Arboretum
2142 N. Genesee Rd., Burton

For moreinfo visit geneseecountyparkdorg
or call 810-736-7100.

S. CeciliaMusic Series

Sun., April 14, 2 p.m.

Tribute to Dlaina Oberman, featuring
her former percussion students and other
performers who won awards at our
Student AwardsAudition.

Alsoin &. Cecilia's Sexies...

“ Shakespeare Behind Bars’

Fri., April 19, 7:30 p.m.

This film follows The Shakespeare Behind
Barstroupe a Luther Luckett Correctiond
Facility. Troupe director Curt Tofteland,
guidesthe inmates who cast themselves
in roles reflecting their actual lives
interwoven with“The

Tempest,” resuting in

agory about the

crestive process

and the power of art to heal.

Tickets: $25 with a30% discount for
Genesee County residents.

The Capitol Theetre

140 E 2nd &, Hint

For more info visit thefim.org

cal 810-237-7333.

Used Book Sale sponsored by
Friendsof theFlint Public Library
Preview salefor members of “ Friends’
onMay 2, 11:30 am. to 2 p.m.

May 2-4 sdeisopen to the public.
Thurs, May 2,2to 7 p.m., Fri. and Sat.,
noon-5p.m., Sat., May 4, 10am. to4 pm
Paperback and hardback books, media
(including LPs), and puzzles available
for $1 or less. Onthelast day books

will be sold for $5 per bag. Proceeds
benefit the programs and services

of thelibrary.

GloriaColesFlint Public Library

1026 E. Keardey, Hint

For moreinfo cal 810-767-1516 or email
friendsoftheflintlibrary @fpl.info.
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(Continued from Page 3)

of process deadlineswe dso havefor a
major eection year such as2024. A lo-
cal recdl (City of Hint for example) re-
quires efforts of both my office and the
[Fint] city dlerk...Between mysdf, my
gaff, our GIS[Geographic Information
Systems] Department, and corporate
counsd it iseasy to estimate between
an additiona 30-60 hoursis needed for
each recall submitted (not counting any
city time).”

Clemonsaso noted dl of thet
time doesn't account for the additiond
hours then required to properly notice
an approved recdl, program and print
balots, and conduct the dection when a
recal isapproved.

“Eachrecdl isdso codting the
community (through tax dollars) thou-
sandsof dollars” Clemons summarized.
“Therecdl processisan incredibly
timely and costly processfor dection
offices, who must meet the require-
ments of recals aong with an dready
gruding schedule, dl at the taxpayers

expense”
What limitsrecalls?

It samaxim thet in ademocratic
nation we should have theright to elect
our government officials. Nationwide
we eect over 500,000 individuasto
office from the president of the United
Statesto loca school board members
and township clerks, and perhgpsafew
dog-catchers here and there. That right
isthe core of ademocratic society. But
how far should that extend? Should the
votersaso have theright to remove any
elected official, for any reason, and if so,
when and how should it be done? What
limits should there be?

Clearly, a recall may be justified
if an official is convicted of a serious
crime or is unable or unwilling to per-
form the basic duties of their job. But
it should not be used smply because
one official disagrees with another,
belongsto adifferent party, or votes
againgt you.

Some 39 gates dlow for arecall

of local officials, and 19 have provisions
to recall state level officials. In a dozen
datesrecdlsaredlowed for only a

few specified reasons, like a criminal
conviction.

In Michigan the only requirement is
that the reasons for the recall must be
“clear and factud,” and dl state and
local officials are subject to a recall

except judges.

Changesin Michigan’'s
recall law

Recdlsin Michigan used to be
easer and more common.

Beforeachangeinthelaw alittle
over adecade ago, it seemed likeyou
couldn’'t go amonth in Genesee County
without someone trying to recdl aloca
official for one reason or another — or
perhaps no red reason a dl, except that
they didn’t like theindividua.

To reduce the number of recals
the state tightened the rulesfor recdlsin
2012.

Depending on the office, recalls
couldn’t teke place at the very begin-
ning or end of one’s term of office. The
timeline for collecting sgnatureswas
reduced from 90 to 60 days, and the
reasonsfor the recall must be deemed
both “clear and factud.” Further, recdl
petitions needed to be signed by voters
equd to 25% of those who voted for
governor inthat didtrict.

In generd the rulesworked,
and the number of recdls dropped
significantly. But not for the Flint City
Council.

Yet dl these Fint recals do place
a burden on local election officials
who are dreedy trying to adjust to the
expanded dection optionsfor thisyear.
So what should be done?

A few possible solutions

On one hand, Michigan could
get rid of recalsdtogether. Thereare
deven satesthat don’t dlow them, but
certainly there are caseswhere an of-
ficeholder is clearly unable or unwilling
to perform hisor her basic dutieswhere
arecall would be justified.
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A second solution would beto
tighten up the reasonsfor arecdl.

Instead of Smply saying the
reasons for arecal must be*“clear and
factud,” thelaw might specify more
particular, narrowly defined cases
wherearecdl isan option, such asin
instances of neglect of duty or crimi-
na conviction. About a dozen States,
including Georgia, Florida, Kansas,
Montana and Minnesota, apply these
limitsto their recalls.

Yet, while those are both possi-
ble options, perhapsthe red solution
doesn't rest with the details of arecdll
law but in our attitudes and those of our
officeholders.

Thered solution would beto
recognize that democracy works best
when people of differing opinions can
disagree, do soinacivil way, and ill
work together to reach some sengble
solutions.

What we are seeing with the Hint
City Council recalls is a reflection of
the deep partisan divison nationwide,
wherethe other Sdeisnot only differ-
ent but isconddered “theenemy.” The
current U.S. Congressis an obvious
example.

Certainly there may betimes
when a recall is justified, but recalling
someone because they missed a meet-
ing, said something you didn’t like, or
voted the wrong way on abill is not the
way to get things done and not the way
to keep democracy functioning. The
endlessrecdlsaso underminethe basic
trugt in al governmenta ingtitutions.

| often think that our elected
officials could learn something from
most high school and college athletic
teams. After the big gameis done, no
matter how hard they tackled, blocked,
or fouled each other, both the winning
and thelosing teamsline up and shake
hands with each ather before they
retreet to the locker room. After dl, they
redlize there is another game next week.

Maybe we should redlize that
thereisanother regular dection next
month or next year aswell, and that
recalls should be the rare exception —
not the standard way of getting back a
those who disagree with you. @
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(Continued from Page 12)

and making the baby cry, | determined
to quit my job of Assistant Professor of
Civil Engineering and look for some-
thing dangerous.”

And then, my indtant favorite,
Bomba, the Jungle Boy, or, the Old Nat-
uralist’s Secret, copyright 1926, by Roy
Rockwood. Initsfourth paragraph lies
this delicious sentence, “From adistance
came the screams of parrots and the
howling of monkeys, but otherwise the
junglewasslent.”

Findly, awhite cigar box which
once held 50 Very Mild Class E Geron-
imo Sports. Disappointed to find it
empty, | nonethdessredizeit'sapiece
of history. Itslabel says*" Spaniolals Pipe
and Tobacco Company, 647 S. Saginaw,
Phone CE 3-9389.”

And | know that shop is still
there — Paul Spaniolais 94, adown-
town survivor, and according to his
daughter, he still comesin occa
sionally for afew hours work. Dan,
his son, runs the store, and you till
could buy a sweet cigar any day from
Paul’s Pipe Shop if you wanted to.
The phone number, though, is an old
one.

My visit to my attic hasyielded
amagjor cache. Happily, but gingerly, |
go down on my derriere on eech of the
ladder’s narrow rungs, the books and
cigar box in my arms. Thisiswhat attics

arefor —another gory in the house, and
within it, more soriestotell.

Bachelard undoubtedly would
be pleased. ®

Editor’s note: Paul Spaniola died
on Aug. 27, 2013. He was 100 years
old. His son, Dan, continuesto run
the shop at 647 S. Saginaw. Jan told
EVM she till has her Tongan bowl
and high school yearbooks, but she
has no idea what she did with that

“ self-immolating letter.”

Unclassified Ad

Apartment for Lease.

Large two-bedroom apartment on
Crapo St. just off Keardey St. Enjoy
concerts, dance, art galleries, the-
aters, planetarium, library, museum,
horticultural gardens and art classes,
all acrossthe street. Five minute

or lesswak to UM-Hint, MCC,
downtown, Cultural Center, Farmers
Market. Featuring sunroom, smoke-
less fireplace, hardwood floors,
laundry, storage, garage car space
and on site management. $895 per
month includes water. No pets. Ref-
erences and credit check requested.
E-mail: ecuster@sbcglobal.net or
write Apartment Box 6, 502 Crapo
St. Flint, M1 48503.

Apartment for Lease.
Two-bedroom second floor apart-
ment on cul-de-sac Avon St. near
Keardey St. Features appliances,
dining set, laundry, off street fenced
parking, large back yard, garden
plot. On site management. $850
amonth plus electricity. Heat and
water included. No pets. Refer-
ences and credit check requested.
E-mail: ecuster@sbcglobal.net or
write: Apartment Box 1, 720 E.
Second St., Flint 48503.

Apartment for Lease.
Three-bedroom two story apart-
ment. Features hardwood floors,
appliances,112 baths, laundry, gar-
den plot, off street fenced parking.
In the center of it all on cul-de-sac
Avon near Kearsley St. Walk three
blocks or less to UM-F, MCC,
Cultural Center, parks, Downtown.
References and credit check re-
quested. On site management. $895
per month plus all utilities. No
pets. E-mail: ecuster@sbcglobal.
net or write: Apartment Box 9, 720
E. Second St., Flint MI 48503.

COLLEGE CULTURAL
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Sgn up to get notices of meetings at

ccnaflint@gmail.com
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park renewal ...
(Continued from Page 6)

Plan Act grant from the City of Flint,
must be expended.

AsKesdler ambled back toward
the park’slarge pavilion, he listed doz-
ens moreideas he's hoping to pursue as
the transformation work takes place.

He noted how the sports field
could be moved up alarge hill if part
of the parking lot was removed; how
a smaller pavilion in a floodplain area
could be repurposed; how trails could
be rerouted and a state park connec-
tion could be considered — ultimately
leading EVM to ask what he was most

excited about in all of the plansand
possibilities ahead.

It was the only time Keeler
stood still on that afternoon walk.
Following a short pause, the dec-
cades-long College Cultural neighbor-
hood resident replied.

“When we moved in, thiswasa
golf course” he said, gesturing to the
wide expanse behind him, absent any
greens, tees, flags, or sand traps that
would lead amodern day visitor to that
understanding. “ The golf course had
alot of value to the neighborhood. ..

It seemed like it was aways here, but
when it went out, it didn’t take long for
usto redize, ‘wow, there'sareal void

there in the neighborhood.”

Keder looked around, taking
inthe park’s scenery, itslarge pavil-
ion, native pollinator garden, and the
adjacent kiosk where volunteers will
be teaching the public about urban wet-
lands and habitat restoration in warmer
months.

“It's going to be something great
for the people in the neighborhood —
great for anybody else who wantsto
walk and doesn’t want to leave FHint,”
he said. “It's going to draw wildlife, it
is going to add beauty to the neighbor-
hood. We think that value is going to
be restored. Yeah, | think that'swhat |
get excited about.” @

candidates ...
(Continued from Page 7)

acquire vacant land next to their property.
IRWIN: The city has increased the
size of its blight department and is
working on grants for clean up that
can be our springboard to find more
funds.

JARRETT: I intend to work identi-
fying resources and partnerships that
promote homeownership. | believe
transitioning renters to homeowners
(holding a property deed) causes
them to plant rootsin away that rent-
ers (who hold only receipts) don't.
Those roots make families less likely
to relocate which provides stabiliza-
tion of neighborhoods, wards, and
the city.

Why should 9th Ward voters elect you
to Flint City Council thisMay?

BROUSSEAU: Inmy timein the United
SaesMarine Corpsand asan infantry
officer in the United States Army, I have
worked with people from various back-
groundstoward acommon god.

Therewill not be a better advo-
cate for the people of Hint than me.

My wife and | choose to make
Flint our home, and thisis where my
daughter is growing up. | want Flint
to be the best it can be and maintain
ahigh quality of lifefor residents and
businesses.

IRWIN: | bring afresh perspective
to council. A clean date will work
[and is] what is best for my ward and
citizens of Flint.

JARRETT: | believe voters should
elect Jonathan Jarrett to the Flint City
Council because | am aready working
to earn their vote. | spent time at prima-
ry polls, and | make mysdf availableto
take cdlsand/or emails (810-230-4426
or jonathan jarrett1122@gmail.com)
from condtituents.

Ultimately, | want every voter
who cast their ballot for Jonathan
Jarrett to feel good about that vote for
months and years after the el ection.
Astheterm expiresin 2026, | want
the quality of my work and my efforts
to cause constituents to hope to see
Jonathan Jarrett on aballot again. @

Please note candidates' responses
have been lightly edited for formatting
and clarity purposes.

1



ThisVillage Life column originally
appeared in the April 2007 issue of
Ead Village Magazine. Itisreprinted
and updated from Jan Worth-Nelson’s
newest book, “ That's My Moon Over
Court Street: Digpatchesfrom a Life
in Flint,” which isavailable at Totem
Books, Soan Museum, Amazon.com,
Flint I nditute of Artsor by donating
$50 or moreto EVM for a signed copy.

aston Bachdard, that old French

Village Life

The magic of attics

By Jan Worth-Nelson

of human life below since the house was
built in 1935, have aged more dowly.

Anyway, despite abit of hedlthy
caution, I’'m up herebecause | like attics.
I'love this specific attic. I love that there’s
atrap door with ablue strap hanging
down, and | likethat to get up therel
have to scare mysdf slly pulling down
thetrap door and the ladder that screech-
esevery timeonitsold meta rollers.

| likethat the old housesin the
Midwest dmogt dl have dtics. It gives

antique bed with a horsehair mattress.
But | relished the privacy.

Among other luxuries, | discov-
ered my first erotic literature up there,
burrowed under aquilt, startled to discov-
erin The Song of Solomon lineslike*A
bundle of myrrhismy beloved unto me;
he shdl liedl night betwixt my breasts,”
and “Open to me, my sgter, my love, my
dove, my undefiled: for my head is filled
with dew and my lockswith the drops of
the night.”

hippie who wrote The

Poetics of Spacein
1958 when we Baby Boom-
erswere growing up, thought
everybody should liveina
house with an attic, especidly
in childhood.

Hesadthedairstothe
attic “bear the mark of ascen-
son to amoretranquil soli-
tude” He said (spesking with
pre-Sixties gender exclusion for
which | forgive him) “we can
no longer remain... menwith
only one story.”

| liketo think he sug-
gested both meanings— not
just another floor, but, in fact,
another taleto tell. Bachdard
thought we al need niches,
corners—nestsfor daydreaming
the stories of our lives.

So I'mwriting thisin my
attic, sitting cross-legged on the
dusty plank floor. To my left is a
pile of rolled up pink insulation,

Thiswasgrest! I'veliked
atticsever snce.

My atticisaready about a
quarter full of stuff. | survey my
ironwood kavabowl from Ton-
ga, threefeet across, cracked and
unusable from the dry furnace
air of my first winter in Flint; my
high school yearbooks; aletter to
mysdf bitterly explaining why
an old boyfriend dumped me,
Someday I'll throw it al away.

And then, a surprise bonan-
za—asingle box of books |eft
by somebody e se— somebody
in the early years of this house.
How could | have missed this?
Brushing off dugt, I lift out a
treesuretrove.

Firg, Dick Kent, Fur Trad-
er, copyright 1937, by Milton
Richards. Onitsfrontispiece,
adashing fellow with abelted
plaid coat, knee-high boots and
afedora He's holding back
another guy who lookslikea

to my right isthe opening for
the ladder and the scary ladder
itself, a the moment anchored
on thelanding below.

Theonly lightisasingle bulb
attached to the peaked beam. It doesn't
throw enough illumination into the cor-
ners, so I’'m abit uneasy. | can only stand
upinthemiddle.

But the attic smells great —woody
and not a al mildewed, asif the beams
up here, protected from al the foofaroo

Jan Worth Nelson’s ironwood kava bowl from Tonga
and high school yearbooks, circa 2024.

(Photo by Jan Worth-Nelson)

us something extra, another dimension
to explore.

| spent severa years of my child-
hood degping inthe attic of abig brick
parsonage in Ohio. My parents thought
itwasabit odd that | liked it up there,
with its plagtered dope cealling, tiny
half-moon window, and my grandma's
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Mountie a the window of alog
cabin. Ingde, three bad-looking
dudes hunch over asecret. The
caption: “ Dick, happening to
glance through the window, drew back
suddenly with acry of surprise.”

And heré'sSx Yearsinthe
Malay Jungle by Carveth Wdlls, copy-
right 1923, beginning with thisfabulous
first sentence, ““One morning in May, af-
ter getting out of bed on thewrong sde
(Continued on Page 10)
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