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Commentary

This year’s Supreme Court rulings:
Presidential immunity, Chevron
and beyond

By Paul Rozycki

fter the assassination
attempt on former presi-
dent Donald Trump, the

Republican National Convention,
and the turmoil over President
Biden remaining on the Dem-
ocratic ticket and subsequently
leaving the race, it’s been difficult
to focus on any other political
topic but the presidential election
this summer.

But as the Supreme Court
entered recess in late June, it left
us with alegacy of major rulings
that may be just as significant as
those recent events.

The presidential immunity
ruling (Trump v. United States)

The case that captured
most public attention this sum-
mer saw the Court grant the
president immunity from crimi-
nal prosecution while perform-
ing the office’'s “official duties.”
That immunity does not extend
to the president’s “unofficial
duties,” however, and where the
line is drawn between official
and unofficial dutieswill be a
key point for courts to resolvein
the years to come.

By any measure, the ruling
expands the powers of the presi-
dent, and there is serious debate
about whether that expansion
could lead to a dictatorship. The
ruling also casts doubt on sever-
al criminal charges facing former
President Trump in his attempt
to overturn the 2020 election.

The full implications of the
immunity case have yet to be seen

and deserve a separate column,
but other cases that received less
attention may be just as important
in the years to come.

The Chevron case
(Loper Bright Enterprisesv.
Raimondo; Relentlessv.
Department of Commerce)

This case answers one basic
question: when alaw that grants
power to a governmental agency
is vague or unclear, who should
decide what it means—the agency
with the expertise or the courts?
The Court’s new ruling answers:
the courts.

In what may be as signifi-
cant as the presidential immunity
case, the Supreme Court threw
out what is known as the Chev-
ron doctrine, which said that
federal courts would defer to
the expertise of federal agencies
when interpreting unclear laws.

It had been a major principle of
American law since 1984 when
Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v. Natural
Resources Defense Council, Inc.
was decided.

Legal experts say the case
was one of the most important in
administrative law, having been
cited more than 18,000 timesin
the last 40 years.

While the ruling seems like
apiece of “inside baseball,” of
interest only to legal profession-
as, it has the potential to overturn
agreat number of critical policy
decisions and delay others with
long court battles.

(Continued on Page 7)
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Photo of the Month: Pedestrians stroll down Saginaw Street in downtown Flint. (Photo by Edwin D. Custer)

Education Beat

Proposed transparency legislation targets Michigan’s

New legidation proposed in
the Michigan Senate aims for great-
er transparency in public charter
schools’ operations and financial
reporting.

The package of bills comes at
atime when such schools” enrollment
is high and optionsfor the state's
school-age students are vast, but the
legidation’s sponsor, Senator Dayna
Polehanki (D- Livonia) saysshe's
“optimistic.”

charter schools
By Harold C. Ford

Expanding options

Modern public-school systems,
including Flint Community Schools
(FCS), now compete with multiple
school enrollment options that were
not available afew decades ago.

For most of the 20th century,
the choice for most students and their
families was binary: the local public
school system or parochial schools
that operated under the aegis of the
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Roman Catholic Church.

Today, options for Michigan's
kindergarten through 12th grade (K-
12) students have grown to include
over 3,500 local public schools;
possible enrollment in public schools
outside the student’s home district via
the state's Schools of Choice pro-
gram; 900 private schools, a majority
of which (74 percent) are affiliated
with avariety of faith traditions;

(Continued on Page 5)

Education Beat ...
(Continued from Page 4)

virtual/online courses; homeschool-
ing; and charter schools— the focus
of recently proposed transparency
legidation.

Choosing charters

In the 2023-24 school year,
charter school enrollment in Michi-
gan rose for the 17th time in the last
18 years, according to a February
Bridge Magazine report.

“People are leaving traditional
public schools and alot of them are
choosing charter schools,” said Tara
Kilbride, interim associate director of
Michigan State University’s Educa-
tion Policy Innovation Collaborative,
in the same report.

Assessments of student perfor-
mance in charters compared to public
schools have been mixed. However, a
June 2023 article in Education Week
reported that charter school students
“now show greater academic gains
than their peersin traditional pub-
lic schoals ... From 2014 to 2019,
charter school students gained, on
average, the equivalent of 16 days
learning in reading and six daysin
math over their peersin traditional
public schoals.”

In Genesee County during the
2023-24 school year, 14 public char-
terswere listed by the Michigan De-
partment of Education. The combined
enrollment of those charters— 6,442
students — made it the second largest
school population in the county, trail-
ing only Grand Blanc, Mich.’s public
school system.

Last school year, those charter
students represented $61,894,736 in
state aid that might have funded the
county’s 21 public school systems
otherwise, as EVM previoudy report-
ed.

Overal in the 2023-2024
school year, about 11 percent —
152,000 of Michigan’s approximate
1.4 million K-12 students — attended
charter schools.

Assuming the state aid for-
mulawill remain the same, about
$1.5billionin state aid will be sent
to charters from Michigan Governor
Gretchen Whitmer’s proposed $20.6
billion school aid budget for 2024-25.

Charters history & structure

Bluff View Montessori School
in Winona, Minn. emerged as the
nation’s first charter school in 1991.
The charter school movement slowly
grew from there, making itsway to
Michigan in 1994 and later boosted
by the 2001 No Child Left Behind
Act from the George W. Bush admin-
istration.

Michigan State Senator

Dayna Polehanki
(Photo courtesy Michigan Senate Democrats)

According to a June 2021
academic report in Hoover Digest,
“forty-four states— plusthe District
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and Guam
— have public charter school laws on
their statute books, laws that have led
to more than 7,500 schools employ-
ing 200,000-plus teachers and serving
3.3 million students.”

During the 2023-24 school
year, there were 363 charter schools
in Michigan.

Asfor their structure, Michi-
gan’s charter schools have aways
been a sort of public-private hybrid.
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Their existencein the state requires
an authorizing ingtitution, often a
public university, that provides some
oversight. Additiona governance
may be provided by non-profit boards
and management companies that are
often for-profit organizations.

In a2023 opinion piece,
former president of the State Board
of Education Cassandra Ulbrich
noted that more than 80 percent of
chartersin Michigan are managed
by for-profit companies — companies
which can handle al of the functions
at the school or perform individual
functions such as payrall, hiring, and
budgeting.

Like public schoolsin Mich-
igan, public chartersreceive state
funding, are required to administer
standardized tests required by the
state, and must be open to all students
in terms of enrollment. They are
also required to comply with public
records laws, and their affiliation with
religious ingtitutionsis forbidden, as
isreligious instruction.

Promoted by Republicans,
atransparency target for
Democrats

During decades of dominance
in Michigan's state government,
Republican Party officials fostered
acharter system, in part, to promote
competition in the state’s education
marketplace.

But with so much state funding
now going toward that system, Dem-
ocrats are seeking greater oversight of
charter schools.

“We do love our charter school
kids, the parents, the teachers, the
support staff, the principals,” Senator
Polehanki told East Village Magazine
in early July 2024. “However, when
over 80 percent of charter schools
in Michigan are run by companies
that use our taxpayer dollarsto turn a
profit, because that’s what companies
do, it'simportant that they’re not al-
lowed to continue to do so in secret.”

That's why Polehanki intro-
(Continued on Page 6)
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duced alegidative packagein June
—Michigan Senate Bills 943 to 947.
The bills would introduce the follow-
ing provisions:

 Charterswould be subject to
requirements of the Open Meetings
Act and the Freedom of Information
Act;

* Detailed financial reports by
educational management companies
(EMCs) would become mandatory;

* Contracts with EMCswould
require financial audit reports;

e Thelease or purchase of
buildings from an EMC would be
prohibited;

* A charter school board that
leases or purchases a building must
demonstrate fair market value;

* Charter schoolsand EMCs
would be required to follow a bidding
process similar to that of traditional

public-school districts;

* A representative of the
charter school authorizer would be
required to attend two school board
meetings each school year and pres-
ent an overview of the work they’re
doing to provide oversight for the
charter school.

Other requirements that may
emerge from the Michigan House,
Polehanki explained, include a
requirement that charter schools
must post their high and low average
teacher salary range on their websites,
and any signage or marketing ma-
terials must indicate who a school’s
authorizer is.

“My bill package doesn’t do
away with charter schools,” Polehan-
ki added. “What it does do is bring
charter schools closer to the trans-
parency required of traditional public
schools.”

The move toward greater trans-
parency requirements for charters has

already garnered the support of other
public officials, including Michael
Rice, Michigan's superintendent of
instruction.

“Parents should be able to
choose whether they want their
children educated in traditional
public schools, charter schools,
private schools, or parochial
schools, or at home,” Rice said.
“However, charter schools, like
traditional public schools, are pub-
licly funded and should operate in
an open and transparent fashion
with the involvement of their local
communities.”

Whileit'stoo soon to tell if
Polehanki’s transparency legisla-
tion will pass, the Flushing High
School graduate told EVM she's
“optimistic.”

The bill package is current-
ly being considered by the Senate
Education Committee, over which
Polehanki presides. ®
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Please visit https://www.cityofflint.com/comprehensive-plan/ for information

on feedback sessions to update the “Imagine Flint” Comprehensive Plan or
to apply to be a Co-Chair or on the Steering Committee.

Godspell

A bold new production, reimagined with
actors performing in a pool of water.

Sept 27 - Oct 20, 2024

FIM Elgood Theatre
$35 / $25 for Genesee County Residents
thefim.org/godspeliflint

the city of Flint and surrounding

thought-provoking theatre that is
challenging, entertaining and
inspiring for everyone.

Flint Repertory o Ui
FIM ==

Flint Rep is committed to providing

communities with highly imaginative,
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In her dissent, Justice Elena
Kagan, along with Justices Sonia
Sotomayor and Ketanji Brown
Jackson, wrote that the ruling was
an expansion of judicial power.
She said by overruling Chevron,
the court had, in “one fell swoop,”
given “itself exclusive power over
every open issue — no matter how
expertise-driven or policy-lad-
en — involving the meaning of
regulatory law.”

Kagan added that the ruling
“will cause a massive shock to the
legal system.”

The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is one of the groups
that could be affected by the ruling.

Asit stands, the EPA could see
many of itsrules on air pollution, toxic
chemicals, globa warming, and water
pollution being challenged in court,
undoing years
of progressin
those areas.

Yet the
Court’sruling
goes far
beyond the
environmental
arena. Itis
likely to have
asimilar im-

past Trump administration officials
see the ruling as away to combat
what they view as “deep state”
administrative policies that they’ve
long-opposed. Like many recent
Supreme Court rulings the vote
was 6-3, with the six conservative
justices in the majority.

In hismajority opinion, Chief
Justice John Roberts said federal
judges “must exercise their indepen-
dent judgment in deciding whether
an agency has acted within its statu-
tory authority.”

Justice Neil Gorsuch con-
curred, adding, “The Court places
a tombstone on Chevron no one
can miss.” (In anironic twist, it
was Gorsuch’s mother, former EPA
Administrator Anne Gorsuch, who
helped shape the policy that the
Supreme Court upheld in 1984.)

Under the ruling, those who
object to afederal administrative
mandate would be able to take
their case
toacourtin
the hope that
a political-
ly-appointed

judge would
= overturn
= the action.
B In essence,
| overturning
the Chevron

pact on regula- | ==
tions that deal

rule opens
the door to

with health
care, consumer
safety, nuclear energy, guns, em-
ployment policy, and government
benefit programs.

In afuture epidemic, would a
government agency be able to apply
regulations over vaccines or masks,
to issue recalls over auto safety
issues, or be able to forgive student
loans? Right now, all of those an-
swers are unclear.

So far, the Court’s decision
has been supported by a number
of conservative groups, such as
the Heritage Foundation and the
Cato Institute. Those groups and

The U.S. Supreme Court
(Photo by Fine Photographics on Unsplash)

litigation
that could
delay or prevent the application of
administrative rules and could tie
up the court with endless years of
litigation.

Like the court decision on
presidential immunity, it may take
some time to assess the full impact
of this case, but its potential is sig-
nificant. It's possible that Congress
may attempt to write more specific
laws and guidelines for government
agencies or that attorneys who sup-
port or oppose particular rules will
attempt to seek out sympathetic
(Continued on Page 9)
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Unclassified Ads

Apartment for Lease

Two-bedroom second floor apart-
ment on cul-de-sac Avon St. near
Kearsley St. Features applianc-
es, dining set, laundry, off street
fenced parking, large back yard,
garden plot. On site management.
$850 a month plus electricity.
Heat and water included. No pets.
References and credit check re-
quested. E-mail: ecuster@sbcglob-
al.net or write: Apartment Box 1,
720 E. Second St., Flint 48503.

Apartment for Lease

Three-bedroom two story apart-
ment. Features hardwood floors,
appliances,11/22 baths, laundry,
garden plot, off street fenced
parking. In the center of it al on
cul-de-sac Avon near Kearsley St.
Walk three blocks or less to UM-
F, MCC, Cultural Center, parks,
Downtown. References and credit
check requested. On site man-
agement. $895 per month plus all
utilities. No pets. E-mail: ecuster
@shcglobal .net or write: Apart-
ment Box 9, 720 E. Second St.,
Flint M1 48503.

Apartment for Lease
Large (1600 sqg. ft.) two-bedroom
apartment on Crapo St. just off
Kearsley St. available October.
Enjoy concerts, dance, art galler-
ies, theaters, planetarium, library,
museum, horticultural gardens
and art classes, all across the
street. Five minute or less walk
to UM-Flint, MCC, downtown,
Cultural Center, Farmers Market.
Featuring AC, sunroom, instant
smokeless fireplace, hardwood
floors, personal laundry, 2 room
attic bonus space, storage, garage
car space, maintenance of lawn,
walks and driveway included, on
site management. $895 per month
includes water. No pets. Refer-
ences and credit check requested.
E-mail: ecuster@sbcglobal.net or
write to Apartment Box 6B, 720
E. Second St. Flint, M| 48503.




THISMONTH IN THE VILLAGE

A selection of events available to our readersis highlighted — beginning after our publication date of August 1. It's a sampling
of opportunitiesin the city. To submit events for our September issue, email info about your event to pisenber @gmail.com by August 20.

Tunesat Noon

Now through Aug. 16, 11:45 am. to 1:15 p.m.
There's still time to bring your lunch to the park
and enjoy 90 minutes of free music featuring jazz,
blues, gospel and more by Michigan musicians.

Flint Artwalk

Fri., Aug. 9, 6-8:30 p.m.

Walk around in downtown Flint and visit the
merchants, galleries restaurants and St. Paul’'s
Lutheran Church who will be displaying art by
locd artists. There is always music and open
houses offering refreshments. This monthly event
is organized by the Greater Flint Arts Council
the second Friday of every month.

Free

For more info visit greaterflintartscouncil .org
or call 810-238-2787.

Sproutside Summer Party

Aug. 9, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

This annual adult event in the FCM’s Sproutside
Gardensis asummer party you don’t want

to miss! Inspired by the whimsical exhibit
Enchanted Wonderland, the event will feature
asignature drink, food, and an auction with

35+ baskets themed for families or connoisseurs
of various hobbies!

Price: $75 per person

Flint Children’s Museum

1602 W. University Ave., Flint

For more info visit flintchildrensmuseum.org or cal
810-767-5437.

Bacchanalia Block Party

Sunday Aug. 11 from noon to 4 p.m.

Queens' Provisionsin Carriage Town is
celebrating its one year anniversary by closing
down Second Avenue between Lyon Street
and Garland Street for a“Bacchanalia

Block Party.” The event will feature
locally-owned food trucks, a DJ,

games, and more.

2024 Coloring Party

Aug. 13, 5-8 p.m.

Flint Handmade sponsors coloring parties which
occur monthly on the 2nd Tues. of each month
each with a different theme. The August themeis
Pet City with Adopt-A-Pet.

Free

Tenacity Brewing

119 N. Grand Traverse &t., Flint

For more info visit flintchildrensmuseum.org

or call 810-767-5437.

“ Scream”

Aug. 15, 7 p.m.

This R rated movie is a spoof of ’80s slasher films.
Tickets: Adults $7, Children (12 and under) $2
Genesee County residents get 50% off

The Capitol Theatre

140 E. Second St., Flint

For more info visit thefim.org/capitol-theatre

or call 810-237-7333.

Haunted Hotels of Michigan

Book Release Party

Aug. 16, 5-8 p.m.

This book by Roxanne Rhoads will be celebrated
with a presentation, author Q & A,
abook signing and light refreshments.
Totem Books

620 W. Court St., Flint

For more info visit
totembooksfling .com

or call 810-407-6402.

Ed Custer’s East Village Magazine
logo is reimagined for each issue
by Patsy Isenberg.

Michigan Renaissance Festival

Saturdays and Sundays from Aug. 17 to Sept. 29.
“The 16th Century European Village” of Hol-
lygrove comes alive with 17 stages of entertainment
including musicians, magicians, jugglers and
jousting plus over 100 artisans showcasing and
selling their wares. The festival takes placein
Holly, Mich. and tickets start at around $14.

More info at www.michrenfest.com.

Genesee County Fair

Aug. 20-25

This annual, family fun event featuring carnival
rides, live stock, crafts, games and more including
daily Grand Stand events.

6130 E. Mt. MorrisRd., Mt. Morris

Call 810-687-0953 or visit gcf.org.

Crim Festival of Races

Saturday, Aug. 24 | First Race at 6:45 am

The Crim Fitness Foundation’s annual event will
feature a 10 mile, 5 mile, 5K and 1 mile race
throughout the morning, along with a“ Teddy Bear
Trot” for youngsters at 12 p.m. Most races start

in downtown Flint at the intersection of Kearsley
and Saginaw. For more information visit
crim.org/races/hap-crim-festival-of-races/.
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Commentary ...
(Continued from Page 7)
judges who will rulein their favor.
It's also possible that government
agencies will become more hesitant
to issue new rules and regulations
for fear of legal battles.

Bump stock ban overturned
(Garland v. Cargill)

Two weeks before the Chevron
ruling, the Supreme Court issued a
decision limiting the power of the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives (ATF).

The Court ruled that bump
stocks, attachments that serve to
convert a semi-automatic weapon
into a machine gun, are permitted,
overturning a Trump administration
ban on bump stocks that went into
effect after amass shooting in Las
Vegasin 2017.

In arelated case, the court up-
held afedera law which bars people
with domestic violence restraining
orders from owning guns. (Rahimi v.
United States)

Homeless camping banned in city
parks (City of Grants Pass,
Ore. v. Gloria Johnson)

In another 6-3 ruling, the
Supreme Court determined that
local governments have the power
to prohibit people experiencing
homel essness from camping in
public spaces and that such laws
are not aviolation of the cruel and
unusual punishment prohibition in
the Constitution.

Abortion pillsremain available
(Food and Drug Administration
v. Alliance for Hippocratic
Medicine)

Following the Court’s contro-
versial 2022 decision in Dobbs v.
Jackson Women's Health Organiza-
tion which overturned the 1973 Roe
v. Wade case that guaranteed the
right to abortion, the issue of abor-
tion has been acritical one for the
court and campaignsin thisyear’s
election.

In this case, the Court ruled
that Federal Drug Administra-
tion guidelines for distributing
a commonly used abortion pill,
mifepristone, could stand, and the
drug could be available by mail or
telemedicine. The court ruled unan-
imously that the plaintiffs did not
have legal standing, though a dozen
states do have total or near-total
bans on abortion and future chal-
lenges are likely.

In arelated case, the Su-
preme Court also ruled that
emergency abortions to stabilize
patients must be allowed in Ida-
ho hospitals that receive federal
funds, even though Idaho state
law bans all abortions. (Moyle v.
United States)

A review of just a few of
this year’'s key Supreme Court
cases reminds us of the impor-
tance of this year’s presidential
election and the court appoint-
ments that follow. Those appoint-
ments have an impact far beyond
the years a president isin the
White House. ®
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August 9 6-8:30
Kim Kwarz

W T . Impressionist
i’ S 1@ Realism

Holly Richardson
\ Piano

September 13 6-8:30
f Janice Harden
Black Art Watercolors
Larry MacDonald
Piano
and Nancy Dahle

ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCI
2 Fling, M1 48502

711 5. Saginaw Stre
(810) 234-8627

Unclassified Ad

FREE
Golden
Retriever
Puppies
to Forever Homes
due to moving abroad!

1 Male, 1 Female. Excellent
temperament! House trained
with very good trainable
natures & perfect for
families with children
and other pets!

| will not re-home to
just anyone.

Preferably email me first at:
stephani echristensen59
@gmail.com before text

at (980) 353-7582

CoLLEGE CULTURAL
NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION

Sgn upto get
notices of meetings at

ccnaflint@gmail.com

Fernando Silverio
Solis y El Sueiio

Wed., Sept. 18 at 7pm
EIT%4E Free to attend

;ﬁ Registration is
[=] >3k required
thefim.org/indiestars

Capitol
Theatre
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Gaming the System:

Flint native captures the reality of the Sit-Down Strike
in a new board game that mirrors today’s struggles

Flint isn’'t exactly associated
with fun and games. So it’s fitting
that a new board game centered
on Vehicle City tackles a seminal
event in its history that was defined
by violence, corporate greed, and
worker revolt.

Striking Flint is the creation
of Flint native John du Bois and
immerses players in the drama of the
1936-1937 Sit-Down Strike, a con-
frontation that established the United
Auto Workers union as aforce that
would reshape American life.

“We're still fighting this idea
that unions are just trying to get
more money
out of their
companies
for less
work,” du
Bois said.
“The big
message |
would like
people to
get out of
Striking
Flint is that
workers put
themselves
at great
financial
and physical
harm. They
really had to
fight tooth
and nail to
get all these
things we
take for granted now.”

To state the obvious, thisis
not Candy Land. Board games for
intense hobbyists like du Bois are
multilayered and often reference
historic events. They require more
dedication than a quick game of

By Gordon Young

Clue, and the instructions won't fit
on the back of the box.

Striking Flint is a cooperative
game, meaning players are all on
the same side, working together
against a common adversary — the
General Motors Corporation (GM).

A deck of event cards based on
pivotal momentsin the strike drivesthe
action. Players control various worker
committees that have their own advan-
tages and disadvantagesin the battle
against GM. But management hasre-
sources of its own — pliant police and
city officials, vast financial resources,
hired thugs, and a sympathetic press.

(Photo courtesy John du Bois)

“You’'ll need to work to-
gether to weather the forces ar-
rayed against you — fending off
attempts at eviction, the effects of
exhaustion, and the presence of
strikebreakers — while occupying
factories in the plant complex,” the
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publisher’s game description reads.

As such, Striking Flint prob-
ably won't appeal to anti-union,
pro-management types. (Monop-
oly would be a better choice for
anyone who would happily cross a
picket line.)

The game grew out of du
Bois' determination to honor his
local roots. He was only two when
his family moved to Flint in 1984
after his father, an electrical engi-
neer, took a job at AC-Delco. They
lived in Mott Park near the munici-
pal golf course.

“One of my father’s great
frustrations
isthat we
moved
within two
blocks of a
golf course,
and | hated
golf,” du
Bois joked.

He
4 didn’t play
§ many board
4 games while
1| growing up.
: | As a student
at Powers
Catho-
lic High
School, he
was more
interested

Striking Flint is a board game about the UAW sit-down strike of December 1936 - February 1937. 1N choir and

the school’s

annual musi-
cal theater productions. But after
graduation in 2000, he discovered
Dungeons and Dragons as a student
at Eastern Michigan University.

More specifically, du Bois

gravitated to avariation called

(Continued on Page 11)

Striking Flint ...

(Continued from Page 10)

Living Greyhawk that explored a
specific campaign fantasy world. He
was soon writing and editing for the
campaign creators.

“And then | got married to
someone who didn’t want to play
Dungeons and Dragons,” he said.
“We started playing board games
instead.”

Du Bois began a career asa
speech pathologist and settled in
Troy, Mich. with hiswife and two
children. In his spare time, he chan-
neled his energies into creating his
own board game.

The first result was Avignon:
A Clash of Popes, set in 1378 when
rival popes vied for control of
the Catholic church. It’s the sort
of game you might expect from a
Catholic school kid with a love of
history.

“Avignon is very fast and
quite simple, yet there's some room
for strategy,” according to a review
in Games Magazine. “With a cun-
ning move a game can be finished
in minutes, but that's part of the
appeal.”

When du Bois started thinking
about his next project in 2015, there
was an ongoing discussion across
the country and in the gaming world
about diversity. Most games were
dreamed up by white men, and du
Bois contemplated what his respon-
sibilities were as a creator.

“Could | justify pitching
games to become yet another white
man making board games?’ he
wrote in adesigner diary on Board
Game Geek, a popular online
forum. “What could | contribute
to games that nobody else, or very
few people, in the industry can
contribute?’

He chose to focus on the local
history of the place where he grew
up, the place that shaped him, and
the Sit-Down Strike had all the dra-
ma and significance he needed.

As du Bois refined his idea, he

created various prototypes.

In an early version, he used
LEGO figurines as stand-ins for
various pro-union strikers. Thor was
a“brawler” and Abraham Lincoln
was a “rabblerouser,” to name
acouple. The various corporate
agents who opposed them got a less
flattering moniker — “scabs.”

He submitted an early version
of Striking Flint to a gaming con-
test, and the feedback was positive
but called for more details related
to specific events rather than broad
themes. Du Bois intensified his re-
search on the strike, reading books
by Sidney Fine, Ted McClelland
and others; listening to oral histo-
ries of sit-downers; and reviewing
contemporaneous press accounts.
He spent hours poring over mi-
crofiche in the Thompson Library
at UM-Flint for details that would
make the game more realistic.

While fine-tuning Striking
Flint, du Bois worked simultaneous-
ly on another ideathat he developed
after suffering a severe concussion
in a 2015 car accident: a solitary
game related to his rehabilitation
process called Heading Forward.

Instead of afantasy world, the
game is decidedly realistic.

“To win, you must relearn and
develop skills, achieving goalsin
at least three different areas in the
time you'’ ve been allotted by your
insurance company,” according to
the publisher’s description of the
game, which came out in 2022.
“Fail to do so, and they will dis-
continue payment, resulting in your
loss.”

When he resumed work on
Striking Flint, du Bois realized that
the goal of the strikers was really

to just hold out. It was all about
survival, and the game needed to
reflect that premise.

“The UAW won the Flint
strike simply by not losing for long
enough,” he wrote in his designer
diary. “Once GM realized they were
losing more money with these fac-
tories shut down than it would cost
to work with the union, they came
to the negotiating table. | needed to
do the same thing; to win, the play-
ersjust needed to last until a certain
period of time was over.”

As he put the final touches
on Striking Flint, which premiered
this year, he couldn’t help noticing
connections to conflicts happening
around him as graduate assistants
went on strike at the University of
Michigan and students protesting
the war in Gaza were being forcibly
removed by police at some colleges.

“I literally can’t stop seeing
parallels to what was experienced in
Flint in 1937 and what is happening
today,” he wrote. “I do hope that
I’ve created enough verisimilitude
that people buying and playing it
notice the fights they’re simulating
on their tables aren’t just an artifact
of history — they have an appear-
ance of truth and accuracy that has
echoes in events today throughout
the country and the world.” @

Gordon Young is a journal-
ist who grew up in Flint's Civic
Park neighborhood and attended
. Mary's grade school. He is the
author of “ Teardown: Memoir of a
Vanishing City,” and his work has
appeared in The New York Times,
Sate, Politico and numerous other
publications.
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T here are certain things that can
only happen in shared spaces
of apartment complexes —
some good, some less good.

The less good things include
amess |eft behind when someone’'s
trash bag breaks in the stairwell, the
smells of uncertain origin as you walk
down the hallway to your unit, or
when the elevator is out (again).

But the good things have
always outweighed the

Village Life

A feast of inspiration

By Kate Stockrahm

I’m sure our property manager
hates the Table of Requirement, which
can certainly look like abig messto
outsiders. But to me, like the Harry
Potter seriesfor which I’ve named it,
it'smagical.

Onetime, for example, | just
couldn’t find a vase that was the
right height for my birthday flowers,
but the table downstairs had three
options ready.

bad for me.

In shared spaces,
like the yard near my
complex’s parking struc-
ture, neighbors coordi-
nate impromptu potlucks
on Saturday afternoons.
When 50 folkslivein
the same place, there's
always someone to text
when you redlize (only
after you' ve already
made your meatl oaf
mixture) that you actually
threw out that baking tin
two years ago. And, at
least here in my build-
ing, we have an area that
I’ve lovingly dubbed our
“Table of Requirement.”

The Table of
Requirement sits, unassuming, in the
corner of our basement laundry room,
and I’ ve never seen it host the same
items twice.

It's not a dumping ground of
tenants' unwanted stuff so much as a
space curated with deeply-loved but
no longer needed treasures from the
lives lived in the apartments above.

At various times over my three
yearsin this building, the table has
played host to crockpots, spare furni-
ture, artwork, and quilts. There have
also been whole cutlery sets, jewelry
pieces, board games, cleaning sup-
plies, and books stacked high atop it

or spilling onto the floor.

world — aroom which always chang-
es into whatever the entrant needs it to
be at the time.

Herein redlity, our tableis
sometimes nearly empty, whether
cleared by our frustrated landlord or
anew tenant who needed that blender
and dishware from the day before.

Such was the case this afternoon
when | went downstairsin the hope of
inspiration for this very column.

To my dismay the

table held only a smat-
tering of items: two gray
cushions, amop with
no mop pad, achair, a
sweater, and aframed
picture. Perhaps my luck
at the Table of Require-
ment had run out.

But then, | saw a
il booklet of daily prayers
¥l tucked beneath one of
the cushions.

| opened it, curious
what God might have
for meif the table was
" lacking, and landed on an

entry from July 23. The

The “Table of Requirement” at East Village Magazine editor Kate
Stockrahm’s apartment building.
(Photo by Kate Stockrahm)

Another time, afriend visiting
from London told me we'd been
invited to ajungle-themed surprise
party the evening he arrived, and
we needed to find something to
wear ASAP. Wouldn't you know it,
aneighbor had left a dozen ani-
mal-print scarves on the table that
very morning, and we got to the
party that night with cheetah, snake,
and zebra-striped items for 10 other
attendees to wear, too.

While these moments brought
me unexpected delight, | know the
table may not always provide for me
like its namesake “Room of Require-
ment” from a fictional wizarding
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quoted passage was Luke
15:23-“Let'shavea
feast and celebrate.”
Whether that
message was from God or the strange,
shared table in the basement of my
apartment building, it reminded me
to celebrate what was right in front of
me: afeast of inspiration.

| walked outside to the yard by
the parking structure and said hi to my
neighbors sitting with their dogsin the
sun. Our elevator was working, but |
took the stairs back up to my apart-
ment and didn’t encounter any trash or
odd smells along the way.

And now, sitting here and re-
flecting on the magic of shared spaces,
I know | got just what | required from
my trip downstairs. @
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